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A WORD FROM THE EDITOR

As we approach the yahrtzeit of Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka, Aleha
Hashalom, we bring you a collection of teachings from Chaza”l
and the Sichos of the Rebbeim discussing the great z'chus of the
Jewish woman to be an“Eizer Knegdo”- i.e. to assist her husband
and children in their learning of Torah.

The Rebbe instructed us to learn from the ways of Rebbetzin
Chaya Mushka and to walk in her footsteps. The Rebbetzin
was a true paradigm of an “Eizer K'negdo,” personifying this
idea in the most beautiful way.

From the very beginning of her marriage, the Rebbetzin would
remain at home alone, often for long periods of time, while
the Rebbe was attending to matters of Torah learning and
Yiddishkeit. She looked for ways to assist her hushand in his holy
work, making sure that the Rebbe would not be disturbed by
unimportant things, enabling the Rebbe to apply himself to his
avoda and Torah learning.

We can only imagine that the Rebbe’s kabbolas hanesius
involved great mesirus nefesh on the part of Rebbetzin.
But throughout her lifetime, we saw her utmost joy and
dedication. She was permeated with the feeling of being
fortunate to have this great z'chus of being a partner with
the Rebbe in the holy work of spreading
Torah and Yiddishkeit. The Rebbetzin
was a beautiful example of devotion and
loyalty; of strength and commitment; a
real Eishes Chayil.
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L S Lieblich
financial services  (718) 771-0887

ASHER LIEBLICH . LFSwealth.com
CPA, CEP(®), MBA (TAXATION)

Shmuel Spielman
Carpet Cleaning @

917.370.7037 / 718.774.4180

Michael Carciente MD

Board certified Neurologist 332 E. 14TH ST.
14TH STREET MEDICAL ARTS  NY, NY 10003

$99 a Day, Kingston Ave Apartment
Across the street from 770
Call 718-773-8000 to reserve apartment

KUPEL DIROT
2 718-493-0995
ZFAT — VACATION APARTMENTS

OL!
Daily and weekly rentals. kupeldirot@gmail.com

L YT ‘7;:517 (GROWNIGOOVINGIRTHEATING]
718 635- 1176

Service ¢ Installation » Maintenance
Commercial * Residential « EPA Certified

BOYS //MENS
www.Boytique.com

PANTS & COATS - SHIRTS & TIES
SCHOOL UNIFORMS

DRESS & SPORT APPAREL sholem@esseleyewear.com in Crown Heights /

—212.481.3333———————— Youtube: Crown Heights Rooms
718.221.9939 AW 'Glﬁi
@W SUITS & BLAZERS Eyewe ar Contacts

The Best Prices

1-888-ESSEL-76
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Benchers—Invitations—Thank You Cards—Tshuros

.
ELCHONON (GEISINSKY Apple Drugs : TV = g [l ) [
TAX SERVICES . () cown Heights rarmay nc. ( 7I8-6fl3-lll|
2 ) 'COMPLETE PHARMACY AND HEALTH FOOD CENTER m s 0 er‘com
(718) 774-0797 Appledrugs3o@gmilcom _Fax 64572461 506 Empite Bid - 718-778-0078 - Sizes 18-41 AITA. 353 Kingston Avenue
. YOUR TRUSTED FULL SERVICE INSURANCE BROKERAGE FIRM . . ‘\ D3
Alexander Weisz EMPIRE PRESS m 1‘,”‘1)0

Expert Service with a Personal Touch
917.776.5088

www.Chein-Insurance.com

Accsss T0 MUI.TIPLE INSURANCE cowm

Pinchus@Chein-Insurance.com

CHEIN
INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

718.355.8602

Quick Turnaround, Quality Service
AL T www. EmpirePress.com - 1-888-4-BENCHERS

www.seewaldcars.com
Affordable - Wheelchair Accessible
773cars@gmail.com - 718.773.2277 - 917.520.7452
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It would also be appropriate to increase in giving tzedakah in connection
with the yahrzeit, and even better—to give tzedakah in amounts of 470,

the gematria of the Rebbetzin’s name.

Sichah of Shabbos Parshas Yisro, 22 Shevat, 5750 (Sefer Hasichos 5750, Vol. 1, p. 298)

www.YagdilTorah.org/donate
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WOMEN AND
TORAH STUDY

“They checked from Dan to Beer Sheva and
did not find an am ha-aretz; from Geves to
Antifras, and they didn’t come across any
boy or girl, man or woman, who wasn’t
proficient in the laws of tumah and tahara.

Sanhedrin 94b

[Although a woman is not obligated in
the mitzvah of Torah study, ]| nevertheless,
if she assists her son or husband and
enables them to learn - either physically or
financially - she shares their reward. In this
case, herreward is greater than if she were to
study herself, as she is assisting individuals
who are obligated in the mitzvah. For her
personal study she receives some reward,
but to a lesser degree, for she is not
obligated in the mitzvah.

Notwithstanding the fact that a woman
receives reward for her personal study,
Chazal instruct a father to avoid teaching
Torah to his daughter. This is because
the minds of most women are not
directed towards being taught, and
there is the concern that the words of
Torah may be trivialized based on their
limited understanding. Teaching one’s
daughter Torah Sheba’al Peh is considered
the equivalent of teaching her tiflus
(immorality), as it helps develop her
cunningness.

“Women are also obligated to learn
the laws that pertain to them.”

Nevertheless, women are also obligated
to learn the laws that pertain to them, in
order to be proficient in these laws. These
include the following subjects: nidah,
immersion in the mikveh, salting meat, the
prohibition of yichud, and similar subjects
that pertain to women. This also includes
the laws concerning any positive mitzvah
that is not time-bound, as well as all
whether Biblical
Rabbinic in nature — as these are equally

prohibitions - or

applicable to both men and women.

In Talmudic times, the sage would take
the opportunity every Shabbos to teach
the common laws that were necessary for
everyone to know. They would do so in
language that could be understood even
by the women and common folk.

Hichos Talmud Torah 1:14

THE ADVANTAGE
OF WOMEN’S CHINUCH

The education and guidance of the sons
and daughters (especially the young
ones) is, practically speaking, primarily
in the domain of the mother, the Akeres
HaBayis; thus their chinuch is mainly
accomplished by her. In addition to this, it
is known what the Shelah writes, “Women
are obligated to administer constructive
reproof to their children equal to, and even
more than, their husbands, because they
are found more in the house”

“In a soft voice, with a feeling of
closeness and affection.”

Furthermore, there is an advantage to
the education (and reproof) of women,
because their nature lends to their chinuch
being accomplished in a soft voice, with
a feeling of closeness and affection (more
than by men). We see clearly (especially in
the later generations) that specifically the
methods of closeness and love yield much
greater success in education.

Sefer Hasichos 5750, Vol. 2, p. 455

WOMEN MUST DO
EVERYTHING SO THEIR
SONS LEARN TORAH

“If a woman assists her son or husband
and enables them to learn - either
physically or financially — she shares their
reward, and her reward is greater for she
is assisting individuals who are obligated

in the mitzvah.” In addition to this, for the
same reason that “women are obligated to
administer constructive reproof to their
children equal to, and even more than
their husbands,” it is also their duty to do
everything in their ability that their sons
should study Torah.

Examples of a mother’s involvement in
her son’s Torah study are brought in the
Gemara — “they bring their sons to the
synagogue” (it was customary for children
to study by their teacher in the synagogue);
“they enable their sons to learn Chumash
and Mishna” (by making the effort to
bring them to the school) — but this
extends to any form of encouragement
and inspiration to increase in the study of
Torah, and with the appropriate diligence.

This can be accomplished by the mother
expressing interest in her son’s learning,
and when the children come home from
cheder (or Talmud Torah or Yeshivah) she
asks them to share what they have learned.

Sefer Hasichos 5750, Vol. 2, pp. 455-456

LEARNING WITH HIS
MOTHER INCREASES
THE CHILD’S
ENTHUSIASM

When a child has the chance to review his
learning with his mother, it is beneficial
on its own merit (equal to reviewing with
his father — except that “women are more
available in the house”), but it also has
an additional advantage. When he learns
with his mother, it is done in her unique
way, with more warmth and affection than
the father (which is usually in the form of
a test, as is customary that on Shabbos,
or other times, the father tests his sons
on their learning). Consequently, when
the child reviews his learning with his
mother, this increases the child’s chayus
and enthusiasm in his learning, as is clearly
apparent.

Sefer Hasichos 5750, Vol. 2, p. 456
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THE OBLIGATION OF
WOMEN TO STUDY

First and foremost, “women are obligated
to learn the laws that pertain to them,
in order to be proficient in these laws,
including the laws concerning nidah,
immersion in the mikveh, salting meat, the
prohibition of yichud, and similar subjects,
and also includes the laws concerning any
positive mitzvah that is not time-bound, as
well as all prohibitions — whether Biblical
or Rabbinic in nature — as these are equally
applicable to both men and women.” This
itself accumulates to be a vast amount of
halachos (if only men would be proficient

in all this!).
this includes

Pnimiyus HaTorah as elucidated in the

Furthermore, learning
teachings of Chassidus, in which the
fundamental concepts of emunah, achdus
Hashem, ahavah and yirah are explained.
These belong to the “six constant mitzvos
whose obligation never stops even for a
moment,” and are equally applicable to
women. It is only possible to fulfill these
mitzvos through study — as the verse states,
“Know the G-d of your father, and serve
Him with a complete heart.”

In addition, even when a woman studies
portions of the Torah which are not
pertinent to her practical conduct, she
nevertheless “receives reward,” and recites
a blessing over the Torah study.

Sefer Hasichos 5750, Vol. 2, pp. 456-458

TORAH STUDY
VS.INVOLVEMENT
IN BUSINESS

Women might be inclined to stop

their husbands from studying Torah,
with the intention that they should be
involved instead in business, which
would bring more tangible benefit in
this world, as opposed to Torah study
which only brings benefit in the Next
World. The truth is to the contrary,

as Torah is “Your life” — in this world;
“and the length of your days” — in the
world that is entirely long, i.e., Olam

Haba.
Taz, Even HaEzer 2:3

WOMEN’S
PARTICIPATION IN
THEIR HUSBANDS’

LEARNING

We once spoke in detail that one of
the duties of Nshei Ubnos Chabad

is to strengthen and encourage their
husbands, brothers, and sons to study
Torah, as it is a mitzvah incumbent
upon everyone without exception —
whether young or old, rich or poor,
and so on. The study must be daily, to
the fullest extent possible, and, as with
all areas of Judaism, must be done with
joy and enthusiasm.

The specific connection that women
have to [their husbands’] study of
Torah is for the following reasons:

1)  Generally the reason for a lack
in the proper amount of Torah study
is the excessive involvement in seek-
ing a livelihood and worrying for the
needs of the household. Many times
these “needs” are merely the product
of his convincing himself that they are
necessary.

Therefore, it is vital and especially
important that the wife, the Akeres
HaBayis (who conducts the affairs

of the house), should encourage and
demand that the husband study Torah
daily, and to increase his learning, even
if this might involve limiting to some
extent the finances available for the
household expenses. This is especially
so as Torah study is the proper meth-
od to bring mazal to the entire family.

2)  Evenif the encouragement and
demand to uphold the proper stan-
dards of Torah study is only expressed
verbally from time to time, neverthe-
less, the very fact that he sees his wife
on a daily basis serves as a constant
reminder.

3) By encouraging and demanding
that their husbands study Torah, (and
by sending their sons to proper cha-
darim and yeshivos,) the women have
a share in the Torah study — meaning
in the mitzvah itself....

I request that you should begin a spe-
cial movement and involve yourselves
in this area of encouraging your hus-
bands, brothers, and sons to strength-
en and increase their daily Torah
study, both in nigleh and Chassidus,

and to learn with vitality and joy.
Igros Kodesh of the Rebbe, Vol. 20, pp. 330-332
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Yagdil Torah is here to serve Yidden with all their Limud HaTorah needs. We can help you find a chavrusa

anywhere; we have a comprehensive list of website and phone lines for all types of learning, an interesting

selection of shiurim to download, an international Chalukas Hashas, learning guides for chasidishe yomim
tovim, inspirational publications and a shiurim phone-line.

In Crown Heights we have a beautiful Beis Midrash open full time, ongoing and seasonal shiurim, a thorough

directory of shiurim and more.
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INCREASING SET TIMES FOR TORAH STUDY EVERYWHERE

As we stand at the onset of a new phase — the first
yahrtzeit... this must be expressed in a chidush in
the “living taking to heart”...

This should begin with an increase in Torah study
and performance of mitzvos, specifically in a way
that is grounded in time and place. That is, to
schedule set times

for Torah study everywhere; arranging public
shiurim in the study of Chassidus and Nigleh,
especially in places that don't yet have shiurim.
Additionally, existing shiurim should be strengthened
and increased, in both quantity and quality.

The shiurim in Torah should also be connected
with arousing [the participants] to improve in yiras
shamayim in general.

Sichah of Chof Beis Shevat, 5749
(Sefer Hasichos 5749, Vol. 1, pp. 235-236)

ESPECIALLY AGGADAH

These shiurim should especially include the Aggadic
portions of Torah, such as Ein Yaakov (within which
most of the Torah's secrets are concealed). This
is especially connected with the recital of Kadish
DeRabanan, which is termed “Shmei Rabah of
Agadeta,” upon which the world stands.

(Ibid., fn. 96)

This brings along a special advantage, as this
enables the secrets of Torah—sod—to be
expressed in a way that can be understood even
by common folk, in a way of peshat (by means of
the layers of derush and remez that are between
them).

It is also noteworthy that the study of Aggadah
and the inner dimensions of the Torah are included
in the “third of the day” allotted to the study of
Scripture, as the Alter Rebbe says in Likutei Torah.

Hashlamah to the above-mentioned sichah
(Toras Menachem 5749, Vol. 2, p. 296)

“THE ROLE OF THE JEWISH WOMEN:
TO MAKE ALL JEWS ‘LAMDONIM'"

The Gemora tells us that the women receive merit when they send their sons
to learn Torah, and when they allow and encourage their husbands to go out
and learn Torah. They should do this lovingly, with their signature warmth. In
this way, their husbands will increase their Torah study (even at the expense
of their earning potential), and Hashem’s Brochos will come to rest on the
entire household...

In short—the Jewish women are the foundation of the Jewish people. As
such, their job is to enable all lews—men, women and children—to become
“Limudei Hashem,” those who learn Hashem’s Torah. (Women and girls
should also be learning Torah Sheba’al Peh.)

If they do this, much will be achieved: all Jews will be calm, peaceful, and free
of financial, health, and other types of worries.

(25 lyar 5750, International Kinus for
Nshei UBnos Chabad — T"M 5750, Chelek 3 Pg 226)

FORGOING THINGS THAT ARE OF A LESSER VALUE

Efforts must be made to see to it that the husband's involvement in earning
a livelihood should be such that it leaves sufficient time for Torah learning—
“sufficient” in the sense that it satisfies the Torah’s expectations of him—
even if it means working a little bit less for a living. Indeed, whoever is
machmir in this regard is praiseworthy.

Since the husband is less involved than the wife in running the household,
there is the possibility that he may err and consider certain expenses
necessary—thinking that they are indispensable and that they are matters
that the members of his household won't forgo. Therefore, the wife, who
is more involved in the actual running of the home, should explain to the
husband that these matters are non-essential. She should appeal to him
very strongly not to forgo matters connected with Torah and Mitzvos for the

sake of trivialities.
(Purim 5717—Likuttei Sichos, vol. 4, p. 1279)
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Download the full publication at www.yagdiltorah.org/22shvat



