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In the Beginning

his v1p*, intended for mwpnan PPN, was first published in conjunction

with the Rebbe’s 20th Yom haHilulah, Gimmel Tammuz 5774, with
a second edition in advance of 6 Tishrei 5775, 50th Yahrzeit of Rebbetzin
Chanah, the Rebbe's mother, obm.

We received numerous requests to translate this 07011p into English, to make
it accessible to a wider audience. Much effort and care, to the best of our
ability, was put into translating the Hebrew texts. We hope they represent
the correct meaning of the Rebbe’s sichos, letters, etc.

Please note that the commentary on the subjects discussed in thisotonp —
essential to every chossid — are the author's perspective on the issues, based
on the quoted passages collected from the Rebbe’s Torah. These quotes
represent only a small portion or the vast wealth of the Rebbe’s Torah on

these subjects.

For the sake of brevity, to make the material as accessible as possible to the
reader, many of the quoted passages appear in abbreviated form (with citation
to the original sources). It is strongly recommended to consult the original
sources to see the subject treated in full.

In preparing this edition, numerous facsimiles of the Rebbe’s p">5 have been
added; also, additional explanatory notes have been added on some subjects,

as well as stories to illustrate the points discussed.

It is our fervent hope that this 0701 achieves its goal — to strengthen its
author's and readers' hiskashrus to our Rebbe "1 n"121 n"n5opxr.

Most importantly, may HaShem finally redeem us from this bitter golus,
qDY *151w 1337 1%°pi1, when the Rebbe will lead us toward the nnYw nYma
1Ja]aRilataln Riniank

2"DVWn 1NN '3
Lubavitch of Wisconsin
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Foreword

More than two decades have elapsed since the histalkus of the Rebbe
of sainted memory; the day ‘the angels vanquished the mortals and the
Holy Ark were taken captive” (BT Ketubot 104a).

“The luminaries were taken.” No longer could we gaze at the Rebbe’s wel-
coming countenance, nor hear the voice whose every utterance was suffused
with Divine beauty and breathtaking Torah revelations — the vital voice
that spurred us to utilize all our gifts; motivating and inspiring each of us
to elevate ourselves and maximize our potential; the voice that projected
absolute clarity regarding the spiritual and material welfare, as well as the
very existence of the Jewish people, and brightened the gloom of golus - 1pn%
-TY NM5YN oYW,

And yet, the Rebbe remains present. His lessons and advice continue to
energize a new generation — including those who “knew not Yosef” — to
be 1w1pn to him. Young people continue to commit themselves, heart and
soul, to learning his Torah insights, walking in his path, and fulfilling his

directives with mesiras nefesh.

The Chabad community today includes those who have had the merit of
seeing the Rebbe, of hearing his vigorous voice, of being designated his
personal shaliach mitzvah for tzedakah as we received a dollar from his holy
hand. Many more of us, however, were too young, or not yet born, to have

had such opportunities, let alone personal memories of them.

We all share the deep yearning to cling to the “Tree of Life.” We all crave

that visceral connection to the Rebbe.

Yet in our present situation, one can easily have doubts concerning the pos-
sibility of being 7w1pn to the Rebbe, or about the crucial importance of such

a connection, as well as the ways and means to develop and achieve this.



On 15 Shevat 5711 (1951), merely five days after accepting the mantle of
leadership, the Rebbe penned (an unfinished and unpublished) letter express-

ing a similar concern. The following is a free translation:
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P _,._y;f, s The year following the passing

of our Rebbe, my father-in law, of

sainted memory, has concluded.
The longing grows ever stronger, as “summer has passed, winter is
almost gone and still we have not been redeemed.”

However, habit has its effect. And it is of concern that it will fade, and
the ohr v’chom hahiskasrus to our Nosi, his Torah and directives — which
are all one — will recede, 1"n....

If the Rebbe expressed such a concern at a time when he was constantly
speaking about and inspiring Chassidim to strengthen their hiskashrus to
the Frierdikker Rebbe, how much more so in our case, when we have not
merited to see the Rebbe or hear his holy voice for twenty-eight years, this
concern is all the more urgent.

However, we can take solace in the fact that for our time and forever, the
Rebbe clarified, broadened and deepened the mrwpnian nn, empowering
us to bask in its glow and to tread on the path he paved for our benefit.



I hope this modest publication will help refresh and reinvigorate our mx
nwpnin o1y express the thoughts and feelings of many of w"ix, and ad-
dress these issues through the teachings of the Rebbei’im, and our Rebbe’s
teachings in particular.

It is our fervent hope and prayer that this slender volume fulfills its mission
in aiding whoever seeks to fortify their connection to the Rebbe and finding
their way to internalize ‘the light and warmth of our connection to our Nosi,
his Torah and his mxn.”



Introduction

( ; immel Tammuz is a code word for the day our Rebbe was taken from
our midst. Even today we find it difficult to utter the word mp“non.
Hence, we refer to it as Gimmel Tammuz.

This is not without precedent, as described in Tractate Kerubot (104a):
regarding the passing of Rabbi Yehudah Hanosi, (aka) ©17pn 1721 or »21:

“The day *27’s soul went to its rest, the Rabbis decreed a fast, and pleaded
for mercy, declaring that: ‘Anyone who says that °27’s soul has gone to
its rest shall be stabbed with a sword.’ ..The Rabbis ordered Bar Kappara
to ‘Go and investigate.” He discovered that °27’s soul had (indeed) gone
to its rest ... He began his response, ‘The angels and the mortals have
seized the Holy Ark. Angels vanquished the mortals and the Holy Ark has
been captured.” They asked him, ‘Has he gone to his rest? He replied,
‘You said it — not I.””

Rabbi Yonason Eybeschutz, in Drush 12 of his magnum opus Yaaros Devash

expands on this:

“The statement ‘Anyone who says that Rebbi’s soul has gone to its rest
shall be stabbed with a sword,” requires some clarification. After all, is
there any mortal who lives forever without encountering death?

It has been said that the soul of a Tzaddik is bound up with the soul of
his generation, which the Al-mighty merits on the Tzaddik’s account as
the two are bonded together. Hence, even after the Tzaddik passes on,
his soul remains bound to his earthly body as it is connected to the living
souls of his generation. Thus, it is stated: in Ketubot 103a: “Every Erev
Shabbos (Rebbi) would return to his house,” as his soul dwelled in his
earthly body, and he was pleased to come home....

Likewise, Yaakov Avinu remains perpetually with his generation, his soul
never dislodging from his body, a bonding that heals and protects. Which



is why our Sages said in Taanit 5b: “Yaakov Avinu did not die, for just as
his offspring are alive so, too, Yaakov lives on” — to remain connected
with them.

This clarifies our Sages’ words, “Anyone who says that Rebbi’s soul has
gone to its rest shall be stabbed with a sword,” for they knew that Rebbe
dwelled with the people of his generation; so much so that they were
certain that his soul did not completely depart but rather continues to
dwell within his body, as explained earlier.”

Similarly, the Chasam Sofer (Droshos I, p. 384b) writes:

"... It is perplexing that our Sages would assert ... that no person should
say that Rebbi’s soul went to its rest. Would he live forever? Would this
remain an eternal mystery? ... And what was the point of Bar Kappara’s
evasive reply? Surely there is some explanation....

The idea of a soul at rest implies that the Tzaddik’s soul is at ease. Yet
our Sages (end of tractate Berachot) declare that 'Torah Scholars enjoy
no rest, be it in this world or in the next. He has no rest in the next world
because his disciples and the contemporaries to whom he imparted Torah,
knowledge and wisdom, and who he guided along the straight path, all
of their acts and learning in this world — theirs and those of their progeny
until the end of time — are all on account of him. Thus, everything they
do in this world causes “his lips to move” and every dimension of his pre-
cious soul to be aroused. This is what is meant by [they] 'have no rest in
the world-to-come...".

Rebbi had redacted the Mishnah, with his disciples committing themselves
to its uninterrupted study — without rest... Hence anyone who says that
‘Rebbe’s soul came to its rest’ provides Satan with an opening, G-d for-
bid, as if we would not merit to reach Rebbi in the world above. For this
reason, he 'shall be stabbed with a sword, because we [would] have lost
out by his giving an opening to Satan. [Therefore] Bar Kappara cleverly
said ‘That the angels had triumphed by capturing the Holy Ark,’ specifi-
cally the Ark but not the Tablets.

The declaration of Rebbi’s disciples against stating that 'his soul went to
its rest' was not merely a reluctance to state what had occurred. Rather,
the implication was that Rebbi’s soul was, indeed, not resting, as “he
lived on in the hearts and souls of his generation.” Hence only the “Holy



Ark,” (i.e., his body) with its physical limitations, was vanquished, but the
'Tablets' (i.e., his soul) lived on".

This may also be the meaning of the statement in Midrash Shemos Rabbah,
Parshas Ki Tisa 44:7:

“Remember Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yisroel.” Why did Moshe mention
the three Patriarchs here? R. Avin said: G-d told Moshe, “Just as | re-
quested of Avraham to come up with ten righteous Sodomites, | ask you
to come up with ten righteous men so that | will not destroy (the Jewish
people).” Said Moshe: “Master of the universe! | will show them to you: |,
and Aaron and Elazar, Itamar and Pinchas, and Yehoshua and Caleb.” The
Divine Judge then said, “This makes [only] seven. Where are the [other]
three?” ... Said Moshe “Master of the universe, are the dead alive?” And
He answered, “Yes.” To which Moshe said, “If the dead live, ‘remember
Avraham, Yitzchak and Yisroel’, which makes ten.”

On the simplest level it appears that Moshe’s question “Do the dead live
on?” means that the ongoing connection and actions of those Tzaddikim
who have passed on are so immanent that they can still be counted among
those living in this world. To this, G-d replies, “Yes,” this is so: for the
great merit of the Patriarchs is not only that they are the progenitors of all
of Israel. Rather, it is that they continue to live on, actively impacting this

world. This is the meaning “on 0>n, they are alive.”

So, too with regard to the Rebbe, we abstain from verbalizing the mpYnon —
because as the truth is that “his soul remains connected to his body, because
it is connected to the living people of his generation.” And because he is
alive, we find it difficult to verbalize the Rebbe’s mpbnon.

Rashi explains Yaakov Avinu's inability to accept consolation after Yosef
Hatzaddik's disappearance because "it was decreed the dead should be for-
gotten - not the living." This explains why we will never be consoled from
Gimmel Tammuz - because the Rebbe continues to truly live.

OD AVINU CHAI!

X0



A Note

Beginning immediately after the Previous Rebbe’s mpYnon on Yud Shevat

5710, whenever our Rebbe would mention him — whether in writing or
in print — he would always affix the 0»nn n372 to his name. For example,
in the first 0701p published immediately following the mp>non — and in
every subsequent reprinting — the Previous Rebbe’s name is printed this way
both on the title page and in the 7127 nno.)

There was one time, however, that the Rebbe expressed publicly his deep
feelings that, for him, his Rebbe is still alive. These were his words on Rosh

Chodesh Sivan 5710:
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Subsequently, on Shabbos Parshas Sh’lach the Rebbe said:
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Similarly, in a letter from the Previous Rebbe to his daughter Sheina we

find this sentiment:
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One of many examples where the Rebbe made a point to add the o»nin n>1a

after the Previous Rebbe’s name:
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CHAPTER 1

The Phenomenon — The Rebbe

There are many who attempt to elucidate
the lofty qualities of the ’®°w1 of Chabad
in general, and the nosi of our generation,
my sainted father-in-law the Rebbe, in par-
ticular - in numerous ways: ba’al mesiras
nefesh, gaon, ba’al midos tovos, tzadik, Yva
D0°0°12 T1YN , WP M1 and so much more.

These praises loom even larger when one
considers the Chassidic parameters of n17°on
woil and genius, etc,, ...

And yet, all such praise misses the essence.
That which truly matters most - especially
to those of us who are most affected, his
chassidim and those who are 7w1pn to him
— is the very fact that he is the Nosi, the
Nosi of Chabad.
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X°W11,2922 7720 *R°W1 N1
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Today more than ever, the world acknowledges the Rebbe’s towering

personality, which is manifest in his global leadership, as well as in
his intense love for every single Jew. Volumes have been written about his
achievements, offering the world a glimpse into the strength of the personal-
ity embracing universal man.

Anyone following the Rebbe’s activities is awed by the range and variety of
his undertakings. One wonders how a single human being can incorporate
such overarching diversity. As the years go by, thousands of stories surface,

told by the people with whom the Rebbe interacted personally. Each story



is unique and different, yet they all reflect the Rebbe’s personal touch and

sensitivity.

The Rebbe personally read the mil-
lions of letters he received. Of these,
he responded — in brief or at length
— to hundreds of thousands of queries
covering the total scope and spectrum
of human and worldly issues. Many
hundreds of these replies were Torah
responses, replete with sources and
citations. To date, only a fraction of
these have been published in the 33

volumes of the Igros Kodesh series.

The Rebbe’s farbrengens were an op-

portunity to share thousands of hours
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of mm>w and o nxn that dealt with a mind-boggling array of topics. Prior

to their publication, the Rebbe edited and refined these discourses, adding

thousands of sources, citations and references from scholars both renowned

and obscure, from the earliest Rishonim to the most recent Achronim.

It strains credulity, yet the evidence is there: in print, recordings, videos

and the personal testimony of countless individuals from every conceivable

‘.and it is known that for the Baal Shem
Tov, time and space did not limit or ob-
scure his vision: he saw in the present
what will happen in the future, and so,
too, he saw physically distant happenings
exactly as he would see it right before him
. a prophet literally sees distant things
with space being no barrier for him.. It is
a revelation of a dimension beyond time
and space .. and the Baal Shem Tov, of

blessed memory, was on this level”

)

Sefer Hamaamorim, 5666, p. 227

walk of life.

Yet it was not just the sheer
quantity, but rather the quali-
ty — each issue, each response,
each piece of advice unique
in its clarity and depth. As
was once noted, “The only
thing one can expect from

the Rebbe is the unexpected.”

The more aware we become
of the Rebbe’s greatness, his
Torah scholarship and

achievements, the more we



are awed by his magnitude, and the greater our comprehension of the gap-

ing chasm that sets him apart from even the great among us.

Nevertheless, it stands to reason that by familiarizing ourselves with the
Rebbe’s methods and teachings, and by becoming acquainted with aspects
of his teachings, style, and methodology, we would assume to have acquired

some sense, some inkling, of

his persona.

Such is human nature in
general and especially today,
when we take for granted
that everyone is on an equal
plane; and despite our amaze-
ment and our awe of all the

aforementioned details, not

The Mashpia R Shlomo Chaim Kesselman
recounted what he heard from the previ-
ous Rebbe, the Rebbe Rayatz, after the
passing of his father, the Rebbe Rashab:
“When people lavish praise on my father,
it is not my father that they are describ-
ing; rather, they portray themselves in a
magnified form. They describe Father

being ten, or a hundred, or two hundred
times greater than themselves. The truth
is, however, Father is ‘'something else'
altogether”

to mention the overall picture
we have of the Rebbe’s colos-
sal character, we still presume
that even overarching great-

ness is merely relative.

The truth, however, is that all of the Rebbe’s greatness, as reflected in his
teachings and accomplishments, does not properly define the Rebbe’s actual

personality.

The following story illustrates this point. The Rebbe Maharash and his
future father-in-law through his first marriage, R’ Chaim Schneur Zalman,
were both sons of the Tzemach Tzedek. At the Rebbe Maharash’s wedding
celebration, the renowned chossid R’ Hillel of Paritch turned to the bride’s
father, “You have made a shidduch with a jminn (the Tzemach Tzedek, the
father of the chosson) whom you do not even know.” Overhearing R’ Hillel’s
comment, the Tzemach Tzedek said, “Nor does he know the chosson i.e.,

his brother, the Rebbe Maharash.”

Now, one would assume R’ Chaim Schneur Zalman must have known his
father very well. Yet, despite being the son of the Tzemach Tzedek, and despite
his own personal greatness, he barely knew him at all. The Tzemach Tzedek
and the Rebbe Maharash were on entirely different planes.



Hence, we should understand that everything we have described thus far can
only help us grasp the fact that the personality of the Rebbe is fundamen-
tally different from ours; and it is impossible for any of us to comprehend
it. What he shared with us through his teachings and his leadership only
reveals a part of him. The Rebbe himself, his holy neshomo, is something

beyond all this, about which we have no concept whatsoever.

An illustration of a “casual expression: ”

It happened at a private farbrengen at the home of the Rebbe Rayatz, on 19
Kislev, 5673, during the lifetime of his father the Rebbe Rashab, where only
select bochurim from the yeshiva were invited. During the farbrengen, the
Rebbe Rayatz asked the bochurim to say over a maamar, a sicha or some
vort they had heard from his father, the Rebbe. Not wanting to speak in
the presence of the Rebbe Rayatz, they each refused, saying they couldn't
recall anything.

One of the bochurim, having had a little o>n% and wanting to break the
silence, said, “Yes, | remember something. The Rebbe told me o»n%!"

Displeased at the bochur's flippancy, the Rebbe Rayatz responded, “You
should know that when Father says ‘lchayim!' to a Jew, it is nefesh speak-
ing to nefesh, ruach to ruach, neshomo to neshomo, chayah to chayah,
yechidah to yechidah'"

To explain: When a father or teacher guides a child regarding a seemingly
small matter, there is the immediate simple benefit, as well as the potential
for greater future benefit in the child's life. From the father or teacher's point
of view, this instruction may have far-reaching effects that will impact the
child on many different levels later on.

Similarly, in a seemingly casual “lchayim" statement or a bit of advice,
referred to here as nefesh, i.e. the soul on its simplest/practical level, the
Rebbe in fact offers far more than just a simple “lchaim” or light comment.
(As illustrated previously, many were blessed with children, health, etc.,
through a seemingly light response from the Rebbe.) The Rebbe's invest-
ment of his heart, mind and the depth of his soulis referred to in this story
as ruach, neshomo, chayah and yechidah (as explained in Chassidus, their
different definitions and expressions).



A Different Plane

Consider the following scenario: You come before the Rebbe and request a
blessing for health, marriage, children or parnasa. Perhaps you describe your
difficulty. The Rebbe on his part responds with a gentle, “nnxm n1312” or
“maro MmMw3,” or offers an extra dollar for your child and the like. Often,
the Rebbe would advise to check your tefillin or mezuzahs, or to add a name,
etc. You follow the Rebbe’s instruction and, sure enough, your problem is
solved. You find improvement in your health or a total change in business,
or you are gifted with a child — something neither medical care nor your
constant prayers have accomplished.

All this is hap-
pening as the
Rebbe speaks to
you in a gentle,
seemingly casual
conversation.
However, clearly
his blessings are
altogether on a
different plane;
his advice from
a higher plane,
and the dollar
(for tzedakah)
he hands to you
is infused with
holiness. His

blessing is a

channel of sub-

lime energy to change the natural order.

In other terms: a quick moment of the Rebbe’s blessings outweighs a thou-
sand hours of effort and prayer from a thousand people! This gives us a
glimpse of the meaning that the Rebbe is ingantzen andersh — “something
different altogether.”



A Casual Remark

Lag BOmer was always known in Lubavitch as an opportune time to receive
brochos from the Rebbe, especially with regard to children. Each year,
couples who needed a brocho for children gathered outside the Rebbe's
home on the morning of Lag Bomer to have the opportunity to request
these brochos as the Rebbe walked from his home to the car on the way
to 770. Due to the expected crowd several members of the Kolel were on
hand to maintain order.

In 5744 | was learning in Koleland merited to be on hand Lag Bomer morning
outside the Rebbe's home. | was given the task of holding the car door open
and closing it as soon as the Rebbe was seated inside. There was a large
diverse crowd gathered that morning, including many non-Lubavitchers.

The Rebbe came out at 10:00 am and it took twenty minutes for the Rebbe
to reach his car.

As | was closing the car door after the Rebbe was seated inside, a Satmar
Chossid stuck his head into the car and exclaimed that he is married for a
number of years and has no children; he then stated his name and wife's
name to the Rebbe. Due to the crush of the crowd | worked with all my
might to hold the door open so that he wouldn't get crushed.

The Rebbe blessed him and before the man withdrew looked directly at
him and said, "The child will need to have someone to play with'

That fellow did not understand what the Rebbe was trying to say. So the
Rebbe said to him, “Say Omain!" He finally realized what the Rebbe was
saying and shouted: " Omain!" and moved away from the vehicle. Fifteen
years later on the 24th of Menachem Av 5759 | was at the Ohel at 5:00 am
when | noticed a Satmar chosid enter with two Bar Mitzvah boys. After
they recited the Maaneh Loshon, the father turned to his sons and said,
"take out the maamar’

Each boy took out a printed copy of the maamar, traditionally recited by
Chabad boys at their Bar Mitzvah, and read the entire maamar. After leav-
ing the Ohel, | saw them again in the reception area. My curiosity got the
better of me and | asked the father why he was at the Ohel with his sons
so early in the morning.

"These are the Rebbe's children," he said. “They were born as a result of
the Rebbe's blessing." He proceeded to describe how when he asked the



Rebbe for a brocho for a child, the Rebbe added “the child would need
someone to play with"

The story sounded very familiar. So | asked him "When exactly did this
happen? Was it perhaps on Lag b'Omer 5744 outside the Rebbe's house?"
The man was astounded that | made the connection and | explained to him
that | was standing right next to him, holding the car door open with all my
strength as this happened.

“Now you are witnessing the rest of the story," the man said. “These twins
were born two years and three months after Lag b'Omer in the merit of the
Rebbe's brocho. Today is their Bar Mitzvah. They are the Rebbe's children!"

Told by Rabbi Alter Buket, Lexington, Massachusetts

The Rebbe's secretary, Rabbi Yehudah Krinsky *m°w', relates that on one of
his travels with the Rebbe to Manhattan, Rabbi Krinsky pointed out the Twin
Towers of the World Trade Center - then the world's tallest buildings - to
which the Rebbe commented, “They dont seem to be so tall..



CHAPTER 2
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The term “R>w1” (leader) comprises the SV 1X1X*Y” NI12’N-WR X1 “R0wY”
initials of “I1aX APy’ Yw WIX1” Just as NNYIY NI PIPT1IY 17M,“1IX ApY?
the neshomo of Yaakov Avinu includes 2RIW> MNW1 YD NX 1992 1728 2pY°
the neshamos of all of Israel, likewise 5519 RIAW ;T ROWI XI7 ]D-10D
the nosi of the generation embraces MM 17,0912 1117 9 Mnwi NX
the neshamos of all generations. This X122 DTNV NITA 71,7202 P

includes the previous and future genera- NINWIA DX - AN1 AN DR S
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tions, and certainly the neshamos of his
own generation, living now as a healthy
neshomo in a living and healthy body.

21 "N22 - 110N V2w 1 Nrwn

By Divine Design the Jewish people comprise a single “body,” wherein
each soul is like an individual limb that unites with and receives from
all the others limbs. Just as all the limbs of the physical body are connected
to each other, and all of them are connected to the head and the heart from
which they receive their vitality, likewise G-d desires that all Jewish souls -
the individual limbs - should receive their spiritual vitality from the “head”
— the Yx7w7 *oYX wr — the “head of the Jewish multitudes,” the leader in
every generation.

In ordinary life, each limb fulfills its individual role oblivious to its depen-
dence on the head’s guidance. Likewise, each individual Jew pursues his
personal life even while being connected to his fellow Jews — all of whom
derive their spiritual energy, i.e. their sensitivity toward Judaism, toward G-d
and his Torah and mitzvos, by way of the Yxw> °12 WX, (whose acronym
spells 221 — Rebbe), the “Head of the Jewish People,” who is the n*%> w3

(collective soul) of all the souls of the generation.



Regarding our mundane physical existence as well, G-d Al-mighty arranged
for the sustenance and blessings of the world to be channeled through the

091 Mo’ 71X — “the foundation
of existence and the pillar upon
which the world stands.” As the
Talmud teaches, “The entire world
is sustained 972awa (on account
of) Chanina my son,” as the
Baal Shem Tov interprets »awa:
“through the path,” the conduit
of Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa.

Although each soul in its essence is
a “Divine part from above,” most
souls on their way to this world
make their descent through the
lower spiritual worlds, becoming
progressively distant from their G-
dly source in order to be clothed
in a physical body. In the process,
each soul acquires the character-
istics of these worlds through
which it descends on the way to
the body. This can be compared
to a child born to lofty parents, in
a lofty environment and educated
in the finest yeshiva, where he is
exposed to and absorbs profound
spirituality of chassidus and yiras

shomayim. Later in life he pro-
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gressively finds himself in a lesser spiritual environment.

With each step in life, the child assumes the features of his new environment.
In each new place, the child adapts to its culture, which becomes a part of
his nature and mindset. These become part of his new reality; although in
the depths of his soul, he retains the fine qualities of his home and the purity
and depth of his early education.



Likewise, though the soul is G-dly as it descends through the worlds of nx12
WY 17X on its way to dwell in a body, it “adapts” (in Chasidic terminology,
wavnn) to the “culture” of the worlds through which it journeys. Eventu-
ally it reaches the physical realm, clothed in a corporeal body, and becomes
desensitized to the G-dliness it had known prior to its descent — the effect

of which depends on its final “station” before descending into the body.
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Certain souls, however, only “pass through” the worlds without “adapting” —

and, thus, even when they become clothed in physical bodies in the physical
world, they remain pristine as they were above, in absolute mpaTand 51072 to
mp1»R. Such individuals do not feel themselves as independent entities. They
have no self-interest or concerns of their own. They are certainly devoid of
any material desires, but even their service to G-d is not intended as a means
of quenching their spiritual thirst. Rather, their entire being is exclusively
fixated on pleasing G-d. They are to G-d as a chariot is to its rider.

It Would Be My Honor

It was n21 x1ywin in the early 1980s. | was standing in line to receive le-
kach from the Rebbe, as it was his custom to distribute lekach on hoshano
raboh to those who did not receive it on Erev Yom Kippur. Ahead of me in
line was a young fellow, dressed hippie-style, in sloppy jeans sporting an
unkempt bush of hair.

The Rebbe asked him, “Where are you going to be tonight [Shemini Atzeres]
for hakofos?" The man answered, ‘| have no plans to be anywhere for ha-
kofos tonight or any other night.

‘It would be my honor and privilege," the Rebbe replied, “if you would at-
tend hakofos tonight with me in the synagogue.”

The fellow thanked the Rebbe for his invitation, but said “Ill think about it,"
and walked away.


https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1288671/jewish/Simchat-Torah-Hakafot-Procedure.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1288671/jewish/Simchat-Torah-Hakafot-Procedure.htm

After the formal hakofos in 770 concluded and the Rebbe had left the
synagogue, many chassidim continued dancing until the next morning
and | noticed this fellow among them. | guess he could not resist the
invitation after all...

by Rabbi Levi Bukiet, Chicago, lllinois

These are the Yx1w> *pYx *wx1 by way of whom, in each generation, every
Jewish neshomo derives its spiritual vitality — its connection and sensitivity

to G-dliness.

Even while in this world, the Yxw> oY% >wx1 lack any personal life or self-
interest. Their entire being, their every act, is an expression of G-d’s will.
And as the “heads” of the totality of the Jewish “body,” their presence is not,
1"n, an interference between G-d and the individual souls that comprise the
“limbs” of the body of the Jewish people. On the contrary, in their utter
self-nullification before G-d, they transmit their sense of devotion to G-d
to all Jewish people — who, despite being clothed in physical bodies and
finding themselves in a material world, nevertheless retain the powerful light
of faith that is the original, intrinsic core of the neshomo. All this in order
that even an ordinary soul can overcome its material limitations, desires, and

environment, in order to achieve lofty spiritual goals.

The innermost recesses of the soul, expressed in pure faith and translated
into joyful and enthusiastic study of Torah and the observance of Mitzvos,
is revealed through the x> *oYx *wx; enabling every Jew to overcome his
materialistic inclinations and surroundings, even to rise to the highest levels

of spiritual sensation, with the deepest feelings of faith, awe, and love for G-d.

In Chassidic lexicon, such a Tzaddik is referred to as a 1annn yX1n a con-
duit that connects the Jewish people to G-d. As the TzadiK’s entire being is
nullified to G-d, he brings along with him the people of the generation to
connect them with their source.

As our sages interpret the verse (quoted in Tanya, ch. 2), “’And you shall

cleave to Him [to G-d],” how so? Through cleaving to onan »n®n.

“ ... we learn this from the conduct of Moshe Rebbeinu: the Israelites so
strayed from the straight path that the harsh punishment “I will strike


https://www.chabad.org/search/keyword_cdo/kid/16161/jewish/Levi-Bukiet.htm

them,” was decreed upon them; and since they were the “generation of
knowledge” — akin to the level of Moshe Rebbeinu — certainly they were
on a high plane in avodah, including the avodah of prayer. Nevertheless,
it is only Moshe Rebbeinu who, through his prayer, was able to achieve
that not only did they not die immediately, but they all lived until the age
of sixty — i.e., some of them lived another nearly forty years after the sin
of the spies.

Similarly, the “Moshe” in each generation, who concerns himself with each
and every individual; he is the one who prays on their behalf and effec-
tively brings about — the granting of all goodness, material and spiritual.”

Sicha Shabbos Parshas Shelach 5732 — Sichos Kodesh, p. 353

“..the Nossi of the generation, i.e. the conduit through whom are trans-
mitted all the myown for the generation; not just spiritual flow but also
in material matters (as is known that this is the role of the Nossi, that all
nyown for the generation — without exception — is transmitted through
him; it is, thus, that even the physical meat for the generation traveling in
the desert had to come through the agency of Moshe Rebbeinu, even as
he said, “From where shall | get meat?” as explained in Chassidus). They
still receive his nyowi (if the channels fit with his desire) with success and
prosperity (meaning, beyond the limits of nature)....

1IWX T'Y AY>T Y7 TWRIY - 191p2 DWW 1PNIapYA 0799170 929 ARMAN Tm
NN M PN DYV 29N K17 YIPYY 23010 IV DIORYY PRWI WX 2T YO
71 TR, W37 DXYY TV NPAY NS HW 19X T ORIWY NANR 1AV NPNIR TIN 137
A9 MY Y21 IR PDON HY P 1R, MNAVA K 12 719NN YD VY TWR 1211

VP NTI2Y” TXN 19°DX 212 NPRIT NPYX DY NYY ,11°27 YN HXX 11°XNY D1
MR ARXIT - N7 DR NIIDM NYI*°NY 715 NTIAY ,00IWHI "3 0212521 NN
0°7X¥N 75N AYID Y POYNnY 1INT WIPAY /YIRD N1V INIR AR IMIpRn
.M23n °"12 DR R*XIA91 1177730 DR Y025 27,0780 YR 9V N1ONA Y1, 1°R10m

,NTA RV 270 ,1IMTAY AVNY TY LXIT 9DV AVNT RNTOYWDONRY Y12 17TV
SRV SV DY K1 13220 AVNY 1107 - 'HRIVN R7MINRDIY VN "Na% ¥aia 1
TV PIPTY PTI° DY APYX AN YRV - INTI2Y 1DIRNT 1IIYN DN RN YOI
,17°72 502% ,ANY 1PN NYITIN ATI2Y0 AT 12°0 7 27 2RV Y IR 23017 1Y

DIPN 1NN AT INIRD 712 RXNIY 77X M2 T2 R0XIAN
334 M N”IN 071N V2l T e



Further explanation would be superfluous, for the idea is clear — and
particularly for those involved in Toras Hachassidus and have sensibility
for the inyan of hiskashrus....

Letter, Igros Kodesh, v. 6, p. 257

Response to a student who came to spend some time in Yeshiva, but he
wanted to leave and turn to other religions. The Rebbe instructs him to
stay on until after Simcha Torah, “so we can celebrate together all the
Yomim Tovim, including my birthday.” (see details in Hebrew)
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CHAPTER 3

Hiskashrus
mavpnn (the bonding) to the nnnwn Y3, n“m P RIT PRV MIVPNNN
my saintly father-in-law, the Rebbe, needs DAY 19X ,ANYN YYa “mMIR
to be with all of the soul’s faculties. There WD INY’ XYW ,WDI7 NIND Y2
should remain no faculty and no concern TWIPN 1RY PIY IR 1D

that is not TwIpn.
%Y RIT 72VNNA 0D NYPNN
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mawpnin of the faculty of thought is by thinking
the words of the Rav: the power of speech
by speaking 2711 *127; the power of action
through engaging in the matters that the
Rebbe instructed and instituted.

Moreover, all of the above must be done 0°3°7X 517 93 737,771 %Y Ao
with fervor (M1Tn), with understanding and 132121 (MTN) 257 VA2 NYVYY
comprehension (), and with 11X and 1YY .NIYN1 NXI (PMn) 73wm
1M1yn, so that through all these one binds all 1WDI NND 9O NXR VPN RI

faculties of his soul [to the Rebbe].
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In the analogy of the human body, each limb receives its energy through

its connection to the head. As long as its functionality is aligned with the
head’s command, it is healthy. When properly connected, the particular
limbs are not mindful of their existence. When a limb feels itself when it
is uncomfortable and in pain, it is a sign of lacking energy, disconnection,
and the cause of ill health.

Likewise, the bonding of the souls of a generation to the n°5Y> nnw3; the
“head” of the generation, provides them “life,” sensitivity, and the longing

for G-d and G-dliness — a healthy soul.

Chassidic terminology calls this bonding mwpnn. The quality, intensity,



and degree of a person’s MwpNn with the neshomo klolis will determine the
degree to which he or she is impacted and energized by this elevated and

holy neshomo.

mavpnin — The bonding of two

who unite as one. MT0M 2277 1’7 D700 XX
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In its highest form, Hiskashrus con-
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notes an absolute dedication to the O Y¥X K17 70 7T DY DY
one with whom one is mekushor, Px1 PIPRR MIVPNNR DIvIPpn 071
7291 X177 ’OX Mwa 15, However, for R7ON DTN 772 N W

one who is not on this level, Hiskashrus
can be expressed in a unique particular
fashion. To whichever degree, the core of hiskashrus is devotion -- whether

it is absolute or relative.

The essence of hiskashrus is an individual’s soul bonding with the Rebbe’s in
every aspect — beginning with 11K, down to intellect and emotion, ahava

and yirah, advancing to bitul in action and deed.

... And then, he personally joins with those gathered here, and he adds
1> — in the merit of the pleasure that is caused to his nwi, he blesses
and also increases 1, materially and spiritually....

Sicha Yud Shevat 5735 — Sichos Kodesh p. 323

Chassidic Expressions That Follow From Hiskashrus

“To fulfill the Rebbe’s 11112”

It is common for Chassidim to express their wish to have the merit to fulfill
the Rebbe's will and live up to his goals.

Someone familiar with this custom once asked the Rebbe: The ultimate
goal is to identify and fulfill G-d's will; why then is there the wish to fulfill
the Rebbe’s will?

In a letter (dated 11 Nissan, 5713) the Rebbe addressed this question:

". Where there is someone who for whatever reason does not rely on himself
that he can properly detail lexpressi his prayer, and feels that he has a



friend who absolutely wishes him the best, and he has a better, deeper,
and more detailed understanding of his needs - he forms his prayers and
request so that his lown] request should be fulfilled in accordance with
the intents and wishes of that person..."

Furthermore, X171 D172 1NIRW 1'71X°7 YW MIY1ANNM DR 22 1% YT11° °n.. and
especially in an 1131 ny when he is worried if his prayer would be accepted..
understandably that the 1"nx> will do all he can to disturb the prayer.. - the
only remedy is to express his prayer in accordance with the intent of the
other person who has no personal interest and seeks his best - so then
the words and the nan> are compatible.

“To cause the Rebbe M1 NN~

Itis also common among Chassidim to express their wish to merit “to cause
the Rebbe nachas ruach." This provokes a similar question: Should not the
ultimate wish be to cause nachas ruach to G-d?

Now, in addition to bringing delight to a Jew, which is an expression of Ahavas
Yisrael that causes nachas ruach on High and elicits great blessings. As the
well-known expression “What a Chassidishe Farbrengen can accomplish,
even the Yx2°n xrYn cannot accomplish;” and as the Alter Rebbe explains,
this comes by way of the awesome pleasure Hashem takes in the love Jews
show each other in a Chassidishe Farbrengen - when we cause nachas
ruach to a Tzaddik. It causes an even greater and more profound pleasure
Above, so great and precious that it is of a different order altogether.

To explain: At the end of Parshas Chukas, Rashi quotes from Midrash
Tanchumah that Moshe Rebbeinu feared taking the Jewish people to
war against Og, king of Bashan, for he feared that Og's merit of causing
Avraham Avinu nachas ruach would protect him, and the Jews would not
be able to defeat him.

Now, let's consider:

Moshe with all of his merits, including taking the Jewish people out of
Egypt, bringing them to Mount Sinai to receive the Torah, etc,; along with
him are the entire Jewish people - who are afraid of a wicked individual
who, four hundred years earlier, caused nachas ruach to Avraham Avinu.
Furthermore, Og intended to hurt Avraham (as per Rashi's commentary, [He
did it] “intending to eliminate Avraham so he could marry Sarah")!



This teaches us how incredible the merit of causing nachas ruach to Avra-
ham was in Moshe's eyes. Avraham Avinu's nachas caused G-d great nachas
ruach; so much so, that it was greater than all of Moshe's merits - and could
protect Og, against him and the entire Jewish people!

The lesson for us is G-d loves and rejoices in the Tzaddik so much that
the nachas ruach we cause the Tzaddik ascends j127p21 n21w), and causes
nachas ruach to G-d 717v Pra, beyond even our own Torah, Mitzvos and
Divine service.

The prayers of the Tzaddik, offered in complete dedication to G-d and in-
tense Ahavas Yisrael, are precious in G-d's eyes. Asitis said, “G-d desires
the prayers of Tzaddikim." Therefore we turn to the Tzaddik, asking that he
arouse G-d's mercy and pray for us. Indeed, his prayers ascend and draw
G-d's salvation and blessing upon us, for his virtues and prayers are so truly
precious in G-d's eyes.

Similarly, the Tzaddik's joy and the nachas ruach caused to him when we fulfill
G-d's Will(which is the Tzaddik's only concern and desire) they themselves
ascend to cause nachas ruach Above; and this in turn arouses G-d to send
blessings and success to those who caused the nachas ruach.

This is the meaning of the wish to merit “to cause nachas ruach to the
Rebbe," for the Rebbe's nachas ruach is G-d's nachas ruach, on a level far
beyond any other nachas we can possibly give G-d!

73MKR — Faith

A chossid has emunah that
the Rebbe is on an immea-
surably higher level than
his own (emunabh is in that
which is beyond one’s un-
derstanding and grasp). He
accepts the Rebbe’s words as
G-dly, the absolute truth,
and that they are in his own
best interests; even if he

does not understand how.
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12nR — Love

All hiskashrus — bonding — is through love. This love may be expressed in
different forms. There is the

love that flows organically, n
0195 07107 (as the reflection of =DM NTAY PR D700 M0 YT PR 720K
VN DYIPR DPTON VPR VIN T ,MT

a face in water), reflecting the
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for him in particular. It may
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come from his recognition of

the Rebbe’s greatness, or from

his contemplation of the Rebbe’s standing “between G-d and you, to tell
you G-d’s words (Devarim 5:5),” serving as the conduit for G-d’s spiritual
and material blessings.

IR’ — Reverence

A chossid’s realization, even

to a small degree, of the 70’7 NITIRNAN DR 2T ,Y0RW1 RI7 2909 DR
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91022 — Nullification

A chossid recognizes how small he is compared to the Rebbe’s greatness; he
realizes his inadequacy in relation to the Rebbe. In addition, as explained
in the previous chapter, the Rebbe is the “head” of all of the Jewish people,
the conduit for all of G-d’s blessings; this is a cause for one to nullify his will

and behavior in accordance with the Rebbe’s directives.
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Among the pearls of wisdom from the Chossid and Mashpia, R. Shlomo
Chaim Kesselman:

Few are privileged to enter the inner chamber of the King's palace. Only
ministers, his advisors, and the highest levels of society are allowed entry.
Everyone understands that it is a privilege to enter the king's chamber. One
may ask, however, it is understood why the minister's head is admitted to
the king's chamber; but why do the minister's shoes, let alone the dust on
them, merit entry as well? Is the dust on the minister's shoes of greater
importance than my head? The answer lies in the aphorism that “the body
follows the head." WWhen the minister enters the king's chamber, so do the
shoes he is wearing and the dust on them. The Rebbe is the *head;" when
one is mekushor to the Rebbe he “merits to trail along" with the Rebbe.



CHAPTER 4

The Road to Hiskashrus

[A chossid should] always be conscious
about his 0°73m11 0’1 in each and every
inyan, and his connection with n171mA
— which this is the Rebbe.

A chossid should recite the Rebbe’s
kapitel Tehillim, visualize his image,
learn his Torah — a maamar, a sicha
or a story.

Obviously, priority is given to the
Maamorim and Sichos of the current
Yom Tov.

Most importantly, in all the studies —
whether stories, sichos or maamarim
— is the hiskashrus to the Rebbe, as
discussed above in the meaning of
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ust as there are numerous dimensions and degrees to Hiskashrus, like-
wise there are various pathways toward arousing and energizing it — each
individual in his unique way, concerning the issues that most affect him.

Following are themes and pathways toward achieving Hiskashrus:

1NN TN*H - Learning the Rebbe’s Torah

When one learns the Rebbe’s Torah, his mind becomes united with the
Rebbe’s thinking. In time, his intellect, mindset, and the way he processes

information, adapts to that of the Rebbe’s — in accordance with the expres-



sion that 2771 95w w1 Tnonn Yow. His perspective on Torah and mitzvos,

the way he perceives a Jew, a neshomo and the world in general — ascends to
a loftier level. This elevates his Hiskashrus to the Rebbe.

Furthermore, “17272 x> 1001.” The Rebbe invested his entire being into his
Torah, in his sichos and in his maamarim — his nefesh, his ruach, his neshomo

and his etzem haneshomoh — his chaya and yechidoh — the core of his neshomob.

In other words: The Rebbe’s Torah is not just the product of an extraordinarily
brilliant and profound mind. Rather, it is integral to the Rebbe’s kedushoh,
in which he invests the entirety of his holy neshomo. When we learn and
absorb his words, we internalize the Rebbe’s kedushoh, and unite it —each

one according to his level and efforts.

(One illustration of the Rebbe’s personal “investment” in his Torah: In middle
of a complex Talmudic exposition, when the topic touched upon a spiritual
concern, for example, the fate of the Jewish people and the like — quite often
the Rebbe choked up or burst into tears woi1 pn1vn, even though he had
been engaged in a purely intellectual discussion.)

In addition, when learning the Rebbe’s Torah, one is inevitably awed by the
magnitude and force of his intellect. Thus, his spirit is aroused to a deeper

appreciation of the Rebbe — another dimension in hiskashrus.

It goes without saying that hiskashrus and love for the Rebbe will naturally

motivate one to delve into his Torah.
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I said here at a farbrengen with o nnim w"Ix that hiskashrus is supposed to be with
all the faculties possible. Now, first and foremost for Chabad chassidim, as the name
implies, they need to connect through 7"an - ie., simply, to learn the maamorim of
the Nossi. Since the intent of the author of the maamorim is N1 11 7"an n>wnin and
to transform the midos through it, this compels hiskashrus through walking in his
paths and in accordance with his instructions in n"rnmn.

From a letter, 13 Sivan 5707

MRNN 0p — Fulfilling his Instructions

A critical path to hiskashrus is found in fulfilling the Rebbe’s instructions.
They include increasing one’s Torah study; meticulous performance of mitzvos;
maintaining Chabad minhagim in general and those directed by the Rebbe in
particular (including the study of Rambam and n"nn, engaging in Mivtzoim,
Hafatzas Hamayonos, giving tzedakah daily increasing on special occasions,
learning about and anticipating Geulah and Moshiach, 21 75 nwy, etc.); or

those instructions given directly to the individual Chossid.

By setting aside our personal interests and acting in accordance with his
guidelines, the Chossid becomes a receptacle for the Rebbe’s blessings.
Moreover, the significance and depth of the Rebbe’s instructions and their
fulfillment have a far greater impact on the Chossid than the specific act in
and of itself; and the Rebbe, on his part, showers the chossid with his bless-
ings and draws him closer.



One of the latest and most powerful instructions was 21 75 noy.
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Another one of the Rebbe’s npn which he strongly urged is the daily
study of Rambam.

In a sicha Shabbos parshas Pinchas 5744 - the Rebbe expressed himself
about it as his “dream of uniting the Jewish People through the study of
Rambam"
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nanani — Reflection

Contemplating all the above — whether it be the Rebbe’s greatness, his
spiritual and material impact, visualizing the Rebbe’s love and concern for
each individual Jew — a Chossid should also reflect on his personal relation-
ship with the Rebbe. The Rebbe’s care and concern, the prayers he offers
on the Chossid’s behalf, and the blessings the individual receives through
the Rebbe and from which he benefits. Contemplating all this leads to a

personal sense of hiskashrus.
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M1’ — Private Audience

The term Yechidus actually defines the experience of Yechidus. Entering yechidus,
one unites with the Rebbe. In the yechidus, one opens up the unvarnished,
honest state of his avodas Hashem, eliminating all barriers between the Rebbe
and the Chossid seeking guidance, blessing and the strength to enhance his
spiritual endeavors, and the fulfillment of his mission. In addition to the
specific guidance he provides, the Rebbe, on his part, endows the Chossid

with his blessings, empowering him in his service of G-d.

MR — Going to the Rebbe’s Resting Place

Today, going to the Ohel plays the same role as yechidus did before Gimmel
Tammuz, and is essential in the bond of a Chossid to the Rebbe. (For an
elaboration of Yechidus nowadays, see Chapter 12.)
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070N MIYNNa - Farbrengen

In addition to the role that farbrengens play as an integral component of
chassidic practice, they also provide an opportunity to discuss the Rebbe,
including sharing stories about the Rebbe. This, in turn, inspires and elicits

love and a sense of hiskashrus in every manner discussed above.
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Visualizing p mei harav, the Rebbe’s image, awakens a sense of love for the
Rebbe. Moreover, such focused concentration activates a reciprocal response



from the Rebbe. Included here, and of particular importance, is setting aside
time to listen to recordings and watch videos of the Rebbe.
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ey Sreral g wea
ness in her positive attitude; and
remember that he, as the true
shepherd of Israel, also gazes at you at that moment. And this will be
helpful for that which was mentioned above.

“..Meaning: when one goes on a shlichus of the Nossi of the generation
— itis not enough that he learns about it in a kuntreis or in Likutei Sichos.
This is fine and very good. But it is expected of him that it should be ">
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There are those who merited to see [the Rebbe] physically; [but] even
those who did not see him — there are accurate pictures (to the extent
that this is possible for a picture).

The lesson is: Not only does one learn Likkutei Sichos and memorize
what it says, but it is expected of him further — you should visualize as if
the author is standing before you and sending you on the shlichus".
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In Milwaukee there is a prominent community leader who is very much a
“freethinker” in matters of Torah and Mitzvos. Nevertheless, he supports
our activities financially — while claiming that he does not believe in the
views we advocate. Nor does he think we really accept him as a Jew, as
one of us. Even after many explanations and proofs to the contrary, he still
refused to accept that this is truly our belief.

On one of my visits with him, | showed him a video in which the Rebbe speaks
about love for one's fellow Jew, that all Jews are as one body, etc. After
he saw the video and heard the Rebbe's talk, he told me enthusiastically
that indeed, now he sees that the Rebbe accepts all Jews equally. When
| asked, "Aren't these exactly the things | have claimed all throughout the
years?" He answered, “Yes, but he really means it!"
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CHAPTER 5

0°19Y 0°1D71 0°ND

Our Holy forebears, the rebbeim through the
generations, appealed to G-d and evoked
Divine compassion towards their Chassidim,
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had an avodah of bringing their chassidim to
mind, inwardly, reflecting on their affection
and attachment to the Rebbe, reciprocating
that affection and attachment. Thinking about
someone has the effect of arousing that per-
son's innermost powers. We see how when
one looks deeply and intently at another, he
will turn around and return the glance, because
the penetrating gaze awakens the core of the

soul. Thought has the same effect. VW T O O

As true as it is that in order for us to be internally receptive of the Rebbe's

impact and effect, one should be focused on Aiskashrus to him — in the
words of the Alter Rebbe (Igeres Hakodesh, ch, 27), "Whoever is closer has
precedence to the blessings [that come from and through the Tzaddik]" — it
is of utmost importance to remember that this is even more so regarding
the Rebbe’s great love for us; that the vastness of the Rebbe’s love for each
individual Jew is as vast as his lofty neshomo.

Our knowledge of the immense Ahavas Yisrael of the Baal Shem Tov and
of the Rebbeim throughout the generations is dependent on books and the
tradition of oral stories. By contrast, we witnessed with our own eyes the
Rebbe’s awesome love for every individual Jew, and we continually hear
personal accounts that illustrate the Rebbe’s fatherly love of all Jews, as he

felt our pain and rejoiced in our happiness; how he was moser nefesh in order
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to revitalize and give joy to Jews near and far — from all social strata — as if

they were his own children, his own flesh and blood.

Did we not witness with our own eyes how the Rebbe would sob upon re-
ceiving bad tidings, 5"1; he would neither rest nor pause when the Jews in
Eretz Yisrael were in crisis. Even during intense intellectual public discourses
that dwelled on profound scholarly Torah matters, the Rebbe would weep
inconsolably when the discussion turned to the suffering of Israel. He would

be wracked with pain.

And “D°19Y 071071 O°Nd,” as the reflection of a face in water — this is espe-
cially true regarding chassidim, and especially regarding shluchim who
dedicate their lives to fulfill the Rebbe’s holy mission. Naturally, they earned
the Rebbe’s special relationship and care for them. He shared their pain as
would a merciful parent, and rejoiced in their celebrations as one would

rejoice for an only child.
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Many times | requested and
advised that generally - and
particularly at this time - itis
necessary to be joyful, etc.

Understandably if those who
have a relation to me are joyful - it causes [joyl in me too (and from the positive - you
can infer, etc.)



“One of the stories the Rebbe told of the Rebbeim in their relationship
with their Chassidim — is the following:

It was a practice of the Rebbeim to think in solitude of their Chassidim, to
contemplate their connection and love for them; and this aroused an even
stronger sense of connection in the ones they were thinking about — 'like
the face reflected in water, etc!

And in telling his story, the Rebbe brought an illustration — that when you
look at someone intently, even from behind, he senses it and turns around;
he may not know the meaning behind it, but he knows that someone is
looking at him.”

From a talk 11 Shevat 5721 — Toras Menachem, p. 63

“The soul [of the departed] ascends three times a day, in each of the three
prayer services; this is especially so for the souls of Tzaddikim, who “go
from strength to strength.” And itis certain that at any time, in whichever
sacred place they may be, they offer joyful song and prayer on behalf of
those connected to them, to the instructions they gave and those who
observe them — and especially for their students and their students’ stu-
dents: to bring them both material and spiritual deliverance.”

HaYom Yom, 29 lyar

“We all must know that we had and still have a great Rebbe — our Rebbe,
my father-in-law, who brought, and continues to bring, blessing and suc-
cess to the Jewish people in general and to his Chassidim in particular".

N 212R 778 2NdN

“The Rebbe, whose yahrtzeit we observe today, related in the name of
the Mitteler Rebbe: How do we know that our Patriarch Avraham’s entire
focus was love? We see it expressed when “Avraham’s offspring” act as
befits “the one whom I love.” So itis for the Rebbe himself: The deepest
concerns to which the Rebbe dedicated his entire being are revealed in
the behavior of his students and their disciples; when we see that their
path is love — love of G-d, love of a fellow Jew, love of Torah — it reveals
the love that the Rebbe expressed from his depth and essence ... so that
it continues in his students, and in their students.



And in this way, they connect themselves, and those influenced by them,
to the Rebbe, whose day we celebrate — of whom we have said: since
“his offspring are alive,” then “so too, he is alive.”

Through this, we bring near all those things connected with the Rebbe —
through a channel of love, and with love; revealing them “on the ground,”

with abundance in fam-
ily, health, and liveli-
hood.”

From a talk 10 Shevat, 5719
— Toras Menachem, p. 19

“..And then, he person-
ally joins with those
gathered, and increases
- N> —[and] in the merit
of the pleasure that is
caused to his nnwi, he
blesses [in them] and
hence increases nJ, in
material and spiritual
[matters]. ”

Sicha Yud Shevat 5735

“..those who knew the
Rebbe during the thirty
years of his leadership,
know that the Rebbe
will not abandon his
Chassidim, that they
should be left on their
own ... it is certain that
the Rebbe directs the
entire world, and Anash

in particular, and rouses great mercy, etc., as it has been until now; and,
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furthermore, in greater measure with greater strength.”

Sicha, Shabbos Parshas Terumah 5710 — Toras Menachem, p. 16



(The Rebbe cried, and afterward continued:) “My father-in-law, the Rebbe
said: Toras HaChassidus accomplished that the Rebbe is not alone, and
the chassidim are not alone; meaning that the Rebbe oversees and cares
about every detail in the lives of the chassidim. And, so too now, when he
[has ascended to] a much higher level, he oversees and cares about every
detail in the lives of the chassidim; and, thus, we are empowered to bring
about all the inyanim that the Rebbe charges us with, and demands from us.

On the contrary: since the “intent of the concealment is for the sake of
the revelation,” we must now engage in all the inyanim that the Rebbe
charged us with, with increased strength.

Sicha Motzoei Pesach Sheni 5710 — Toras Menachem, p. 49

“The Rebbe was, and is aware now, of the weaknesses of the men and
women in the community of Chassidim; nevertheless, he prayed, and
continues to pray, on their behalf — that they have all that they need in
abundance, in family, health and livelihood; and that G-d, knowing their
circumstances and spiritual trials, forgive all their transgressions.”

From a letter 16 Elul, 5710

TR V1 IRD PR

The Rebbe's statement of encouragement to a number of Shluchim: px
X v’ IXT NRD | am traveling together with you.

In addition to the inyan of 1mn> ox YW 1mYw it can also be understood in
simpler terms.

We all know of the Rebbe's deep concern and constant care for the physi-
cal and spiritual wellbeing of every Jewish (and for that matter, also non-
Jewish) community the world over; and the Rebbe's love for every single
Jew knew no bounds.

Now, anyone can (or cannot) imagine how deeply responsible the Rebbe
felt towards an individual or family who went out on his shlichus, dedicating
their lives on behalf of the Rebbe.

Even from what we know from the numerous accounts of the Rebbe's con-
stant concern and meticulous care for communities and individuals around



the world, we can imagine how he constantly walked along, benched, and
gave mmb to those who went on his mmrow!

As Shluchim representing the Rebbe, directing the Rebbe's mosdos and
programs, the Rebbe was definitely in constant touch with what was going
on in "his embassies".

The above may be true about any enterprise or person in relation to his
family or business, etc. But with the Rebbe, it is not just that he thinks about
us, but rather he is actually with us -- as he said, and as illustrated in the
many stories (a few of which are recorded here), to protect, to endow mm>,
and to bless us to succeed in all of our material and spiritual needs.

Even today, after Gimmel Tammuz no doubt, as the Rebbe stated on numer-
OUS 0CCasions, 1N7YIN XX NR Y1171 21V &Y - the Rebbe continues to constantly
be with all of us, showering his brochos and giving us mim> to do his work.

(And according to the Sicha of Yud Bais Tammuz 5745, 2462 'v n"in, this
seems to be the °n*107 w1D of 1IMIND DTR HW 1IMHWY)

It only depends on us to do our part to be ready to receive his brochos.

This is true at any time. But even more so at special times, such as personal
simchos, when we seek the Rebbe's participation and brochos, as well as
special times of Yomim tovim and x1a07 11 and programs initiated by the
Rebbe (Lag B'omer, Chanukah, etc.) no doubt the Rebbe is present with us.

As the Rebbe clearly said in the farbrengen 15 Tammuz 5745:
1P TINn D27T°0NR 70721 T A%DN2 Y 03 0°°01 1PY...

NR D°YNYY NMMpnR 2 03 77 112°3 1322 ,790 DITH DY 21727 Pava 720109 1
NNIRAY PRTI21 IR DTYNNNT OY O D2TINRNN 77V TR ,1DY00 Y NMTYNNNN
INR JDIRA VXX 12ANONY N . VIVDT HOWA 722 T2 TV 132 D) A7 NI’ 02131 1YY
DORXNIT Y3 YV VIVDII HIVA RIT 1OV *NNPNT YV VIVD YoV HaR 1Y VR 1D *1°
952 ,11°%Y1 Y"1 NANT Y732 03 023211 131 T1°AY NMVYWD 12NN 1T NMITYNNNA
D°N°°PN1 1NN D2 TRIT DM WITY INIRI2 73703 AYIRIT HY2 RXNI DVY NI
I RANT DRN V'Y 1 257 N DORX1T 01272 10 ,0°0KR YY D2 0°HVID1 1PN1IPN

LOIRY T HP0INT IDINDY WY 101 IR DINY

I Am Traveling Along With You

In the summer of 5734, we were sent as the Rebbe's Shluchim to Amherst,
Massachusetts. Soon thereafter we were able to set up a Chabad House
right on the campus of the University of Massachusetts.



| wanted very much to open the Chabad House with a splash. So | decided
to hold a concert in the newly-opened Fine Arts Center on campus.

The concert was scheduled for Sunday, and on the Friday afternoon, an
hour before Shabbos | called the ticket office to find out how many hun-
dreds of tickets had been sold. The ticket lady checked and responded
“Eighty-seven

I said, “No, no, no. We're talking about the concert this Sunday.” “Yes, eighty-
seven tickets," she responded.

| was devastated. The Shabbos before the concert was probably the worst
Shabbos of my life. | was thinking to myself, “Yisroel, tomorrow is going to
be the scene of your downfall’

As | was standing there and thinking, | reminded myself of the story of Reb
Mendel Futerfas and his 1o to the Rebbe.

In the late 1940's Mendel was arrested and he spent ten years in Siberia.
One time, when he was at his lowest point, he decided to send a 1'o to the
Rebbe in his mind. He imagined making all the preparations, writing the
letter, and mailing it. A week later, his family in England received a letter
from the Frierdikker Rebbe addressed to Reb Mendel. It began with the
words, “In response to your telegram..." (Chapter 12, Green Letter to Futerfas)).

So | thought to myself, “If only | was on the level of Reb Mendel, if only |
could do something like that, | would send a letter to the Rebbe in my mind.
I would write, ‘Dear Rebbe, you sent me here to sanctify G-d's name, and |
am about to do the opposite. Rebbe, please help me!”

Sunday afternoon, the time came to go to the concert. As | walked toward
the Fine Arts Center, | was amazed: Huge lines of people were waiting in
front of the ticket office! They were all buying tickets for the concert.

Earlier, the Rebbe had sent a letter to the participants of the dedication of
the Chabad House and | had printed one thousand copies of that letter,
so | had enough of them to hand out to almost everyone who was there.
It was beyond believable.

My grandmother from Pittsburgh participated in the dedication and right
after the event she went to New York to join my parents in Yechidus that
evening. During the yechidus my grandmother told the Rebbe she had
been to the concert in Amherst earlier that day.

The Rebbe sat back and asked numerous questions about every detail of the
concert. Finally, the Rebbe asked, “Nu, and how many people were there?"



My Bubbe replied, “Over one thousand." “Over a thousand?!" the Rebbe
responded. “And yesterday Yisroel was so worried..."

| then realized that when | was looking out from the second floor of the
Chabad House in Amherst, the Rebbe was there with me, ensuring | had
nothing to worry about.

The Rebbe often said to his Shluchim, “Ich fohr mit eich - | am going with
you. When | send you somewhere, | am accompanying you. You're not
going alone’”

Ich Fohr Doch Mit Eich — 7R 0’1 IXT IXRD X

It was shortly before Pesach, and for the fourth time | had tried to meet
Michael Klauber to give him hand-made matzos for the Seder. Someone
had mentioned that one of the two partners who owned the restaurant was
Jewish. | had just come to Sarasota and never met him, but | added him to
the list of Jews in the area to whom | would be giving matzah for the Seder.

| tried to meet him several times early in the morning but he was unavail-
able. | then decided to give it one more try around noon.

As | walked toward the entrance, | met two men who were just leaving. One
of them sized me up and said: “You must be an emissary of the Rebbe!”

| confirmed his assumption and explained that | was out and about distributing
shmura matah in honor of Pesach. "And | assume that package is for me," the
man responded confidently. “Of course!” | replied and handed him the box.

It was not Mr. Klauber. The man then identified himself as Harvey Rothenberg,
from New York. “As an assistant to Mr. Abraham, mayor of New York City, |
once accompanied him to the Rebbe's farbrengen. Following that | had a
private audience with the Rebbe, when he gave me a pair of tefflin as a gift.
Since then the Rebbe has been sending me matzos each Passover for years.
“This year, | hadn't yet received my matzos, and | was really disappointed.
Unpredictably, | remained in Florida for Passover andl wondered to myself
how could the Rebbe know where | am? But evidently," he concluded with
a smile. “the Rebbe has his ways of tracking me down. So | knew exactly
who you were, and Il accept my matzos with gratitude.”

Indeed, the Rebbe sent him matzos after all.

by: Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz of Sarasota, Florida



They Toiled Very Hard for Two Years

At the Seder on the second night of Pesach 5729 the Rebbe asked the
bochurim shluchim who had just returned from a two-year shlichus in
Australia if they had already eaten the afikoman.

The Rebbe then instructed them to sit next to the table and gave each one
a piece of his own afikoman.

When asked, the next day why he gave them from his own afikoman, the
Rebbe responded,

DIPORNYID IR IR’ 1Y T 1R T .0°2 *12 P10 (V171 OXRT. “they are my family.
They toiled very hard for two years.

91°X2 72VNNA °H 2 VOV W

At a Farbrengen Simchas Torah 5710, someone mentioned his son to the
Frierdikker Rebbe The Rebbe expressed his astonishment that he felt the
need to mention the son's name and said “A y°own at a farbrengen does
not forget his o’yown; he constantly remembers them, and certainly me, v
21°X2 72wnna 1PN 72 VoW - | envision [your sonlin my thoughts, him and
his o>yowin.



CHAPTER 6

Gimmel Tammuz

...And this is the idea of “a Tzaddik who has AXT ,JODNXRT XP>IX IV 1777
passed:” although there have already been D70 MNYY and 1P 120w
numerous concealments, difficulties, and in- 071210 °192 D3IV nrYIp N
comprehensible events that transpired, they Y 7521.9°D0N XY 7799 73R
were all insufficient; rather, in order for “the ]’D'?:U 195193 NPT R anox

Glory of the Holy One, Blessed is He, shall ,D°PPTX YV 1P19°0 PIY 5”3 i

AN X" 12702 PR WP Y
Jannn

emerge pYnox in all worlds,” it was neces-
sary to go through the withdrawal 1p1°0 of
Tzaddikim — a hardship not only comparable

to, but even more difficult than the destruction MD N7IN - R7°'WN 132 "R 17T MXN
270

of the Holy Temple.

hile the Rebbe lived in our midst, we wished with all our heart to

experience the Geulah then and there. We were not so fortunate, and
at approximately midnight on that fateful day, Gimmel Tammuz, 5754,
“The angels vanquished the mortals and the Holy Ark was captured.” We
were left bewildered, wondering, 115 own v nn? — by what means would
we find solace, and how might we find our way?

Our grief was especially intense as we could no longer “be seen and see” the
holy, gracious face, his radiating countenance; we wondered how we would
now receive answers to our ongoing personal and pressing questions — children,
health and livelihood, as well as spiritual issues, namely our service to the
Al-mighty, and especially in matters concerning all Kla/ Yisrael. None of us
could provide an opinion, as the Rebbe had always done so with tremendous

confidence, nor do we possess the clarity the Rebbe did.

Indeed our times are especially bleak, and, R”L, the troubles multiply from

day to day, as everyone can see.



True, ,07nma x171 “he is alive,” and ,’n1nan 1°n> “even more so than during his
lifetime” (the meaning of which will be explained later); nonetheless, even in
the case of Yaakov Avinu, about whom it is stated that he “did not die,” 5"tn
say, “When Yaakov Avinu died the eyes and hearts of Israel were blocked,”
and the horrors of the Egyptian exile commenced. Likewise, Moshe Rab-
beinu, about whom it is also said nn 89, and T2 X80 9% wHwWM T 1975 M
wnwn — “just as previously [before his passing] he stood and served, so too
now [after his passing he continues

to stand and serve”; nevertheless, he

said “I know ... and certainly after

my passing....”

We may not and should not ignore
the Histalkus; we must recognize the
circumstance in which we find our-
selves, and beseech the Al-mighty to
grace us, to shine His countenance
upon us, and return our beloved

Rebbe to us physically.

Gimmel Tammuz, despite feeling our
loss most intensely, nevertheless, as
shall be explained, is a paramount
and holy day, w11 9112 OV, during
which the Rebbe’s mw1Tp radiates
IV N7 DR .

“..Since all these efforts have
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not sufficed — the Rebbe, in the Discourse, continues to say that ‘the king
himself enters the combat of war;’ such was the Rebbe’s own conduct: He
concerned himself not only with lofty matters, but entered into all types of
issues, handling even the simplest concerns himself. He himself entered
the combat of war”

“Had we merited — all these efforts would have sufficed to win the war;
and the Rebbe would have led us to greet Moshiach. However, because
we were not dedicated to him as we needed to be — even these efforts
did not suffice; then, as the Rebbe continues in the Discourse, “the king
casts away his life.”



R' Moshe Groner, 51, related
that at the first Shacharis the
Rebbe davened from the amud
after Yud Shevat, 5710, when he
reached the verse, “mawnn n127

(The Rebbe cried profusely and con-
cluded:) “The Rebbe writes nothing
further in the discourse; the discourse
is Torah — it is a Torah decision, then,
that this is now sufficient. We need
only apply power and might to win

wR 171" “Many are the thoughts the war, and the Rebbe will lead us

in the heart of man but it is the to greet Moshiach.”

counsel of G-d that endures,’

Sicha Vayakhel-Pekudei, 5710, Toras Men-
he began to sob uncontrollably. 4

achem, p. 12
In his journal, R Eli Gross, %1,
remembers: When the Rebbe “And from here we realize the great
came to the verse (in Mizmor responsibility placed on us — when

Shir Chanukas), 791> MnX 11 Chassidim behave not as they should
(G-d forbid), itis relevant to the “chan-
nel” as well. For it is considered as

if the nyown had spilled externally.”

02w% vINK %2 - ‘In my tranquil
time, | said ‘I will never fall," he
burst out crying. This being the
first time after the passing of
the Frierdikker Rebbe that he
cried in public...

Because we did not pay attention and
connect to the Rebbe as we should
have, we bear a burden of guilt for
what happened in the year 5710...

Nevertheless, it continues to be so that “we live from [the words of] his
mouth,” from the blessing the Rebbe gives us. And since we want the
material blessing he offers — we accept and take it — we must know that
the offer is conditional, for the sake of our spiritual connection (to the
Rebbe). Thus in accepting the material blessing, we are obligated to fulfill
the conditions of the spiritual connection. That connection comes not
only through following the Rebbe’s directives (the daily Tehillim portion,
etc.) — but also through learning his Chassidus; in this way, our material
flow will come in a way of which it can be said, “their work was blessed.”

Sicha Vayeshev, 5714, Toras Menachem, p. 273

“If the effect of the [Rebbe’s] passing is noticeable only in the heart’s feel-
ing or the mind’s understanding, but in action, we notice no change in his
behavior (after the passing) from the years before it — it is proof that the
passing’s effect did not permeate all 248 of his limbs and that it did not
truly leave its mark on him. The passing’s effect must permeate his entire
being; and then it will be noticeable in everything he does.”

Sicha 24 Teves, 5711, Toras Menachem, p. 172



CHAPTER 7

Histalkus

... The passing of tzaddikim is also referred DW21 'P1 D°P>TX N°0D DA 129
to as mpYnoi, because histalkus is referred X177 NIPYNon > ,MIpYnon
to as a revelation of a most sublime light ... T30 ... NP2 09I IR 190
[now] our Sages have made two statements 772 W 07PN YW 1120 Pava
regarding the histalkus of tzaddikim: “The 5w nmn TI'?'IPW \51aRn '3

passing of tzaddikim is equal to the burning
of the Beis Hamikdash” and “The histalkus of
tzaddikim is more painful than the destruction

WP IPPYR N°1 ND W 0P TX
127100 NP 0PI YW P12°0
PYoNOR A1 92 7"V MWK .pNina
Mponon Py "1 .17 pT RIp?
7131197 PRY ... D277 93 107D
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of the Holy Temple.” [Through] which all of
this is n"apT XKIP> PYNOR. Regarding Histalkus,
all of the Rebbes... have expounded that the
meaning of the word histalkus should not
be understood as an ascent on high 1“nm, but
rather that (the tzaddik) remains below albeit

in an exalted state. 269 1) 071N - R7WUN "1J2 TIR2 17T T0RN

egarding histalkus, the Alter Rebbe explains (Igeres Hakodesh, ch. 28)
hat “all of a person's effort in which his soul toiled during his lifetime
[which effects the] above in a shrouded and obscured state, is revealed and
radiates in a manifest way downward from above at the time of his passing.”
In the same vein, the Rebbe explains that the word histalkus does not mean
removal 1“1 (as the 7wx17 D1¥NX is referred to as P17°0 - removal), but rather it
is the kind of revelation that is described by employing the term "histalkus."

This matter requires clarification. How is histalkus — which implies removal,
absence and ascent from this world to a higher realm - to be understood as

revelation?

Indeed, histalkus connotes ascent. The soul ascends to a higher level — mean-

ing that it now comprehends more, sees more, and experiences greater delight



in the G-dly revelations of the higher state to which it has ascended. Yet,
simultaneously, there is another effect: as the neshomo ascends, it "touches,”
it makes an impression, and has an effect on high. It is influencing and

impacting in a unique manner.
To further explain:

The concept of ascent is true regarding all of a person's Torah study and
fulfillment of mitzvos during one’s lifetime. Each performance of a mitzvah
or study of Torah “ascends upward,” meaning that it makes an impression
and causes a special pleasure on high from the fulfillment of G-d’s will — each
act according to its content and quality. This in turn draws G-d’s blessings
and G-dly connectivity downward. This is true regarding every individual
mitzvah, each and every day for the length of an individual’s lifetime on earth.

However, once a person has completed his earthly mission, having fulfilled
the purpose of his soul’s descent, there is a nachas ruach that is caused Above
from the sum total of his accomplishments, in the sense of an 5y a%wn Nx
M1713, above and beyond the particular acts of Torah and Mitzvos in the

entire course of his life on earth.

Certainly, with the passing of a great tzaddik, who has most definitely ful-
filled the purpose of his descent into this world, thereby stirring a powerful
nachas ruach from the totality of the tzaddik’s labors.

The brilliant light that is drawn down at the time of a tzaddiK’s passing is
beyond the capacity of this world. It can neither be revealed nor received
in our world. Nevertheless, because the nachas ruach which elicits this light
is a result of the tzaddik’s labors in this world, it most certainly shines here
as well. Yet, being the purest form of light, its illumination, as it affects this
world, can radiate only in a remote way, in the form of “histalkus,” which
although it has a significant impact, it cannot be perceived by us in a revealed

way, because we lack the tools to sense this pure light.

However, this exalted light is certainly active and has an effect in our world as
well; it inspires goodness, kindness and sanctity, especially where the tzaddik
dwelled and was active, as well as on those who are connected to him. This
light empowers those who “walk in the tzaddiK’s path” to continue the labors
he undertook during his lifetime to elevate the world and reveal G-dliness.
This, in addition to the material blessings which are channeled through him.



[This concept of histalkus as revelation (rather than ascent) can be found in
the Zohar, as quoted in Tanya, ch 27, regarding the effect of nachas ruach
caused on high by the restraining of the yetzer hara: xnx x700 x°0dnx 12
1"21p7 X PYNox - when the “sitra achra” is “subdued,” it causes a revela-
tion of G-d’s glory beyond all else. Although we cannot apprehend the
illuminating light because it is 7°pn Mx — a transcendent light, nevertheless

it is here and aids in our efforts in the service of G-d.

See also in Tanya, ch. 48 (68a): “And it is called 22101 7°pn, because its
impact is not revealed within them... its influence comes only in a hidden
and concealed manner; and any influence of a concealed nature is referred
to as makif from Above.”]

However, it takes effort on our part, if we wish to be impacted internally
by the light revealed through the Tzaddik’s ascent. We must labor to refine
ourselves in order for it to affect our spiritual energies. Accordingly, one
cannot overstate the importance of the efforts to be made by chassidim and
those who are connected to him, who “walk in the path he showed us.” For,
as we persist in and add to our Torah learning, our mxn 1177, etc., due to
the Rebbe’s influence, this is the continuation of his efforts, and adds to the
nachas ruach on high. This in turn, draws down blessings and new currents

to energize and bless us materially and spiritually.
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CHAPTER 8

Yom HaHilluloh

On the day of his 8919’11 (the yahrzeit of a X219°11 Sva ivn k91900 012
tzaddik) the Baal Hahillulo arouses o nn DrPw31 YY1 0> T°ONN YY 0°a0 0NN
0’27 on chassidim, their wives, and children. NINMIYNN MTY XOX 071712 S0
However, this is a general D>nNM N1MYNR D°7°0N0 .N°YYO 0°20 DPNha
D°10. There is a special hisorerus rachamim TI’9Y DPNY RN1N 0P DYNPA
rabbim for chassidim who set aside times for X919 YYa YW 10NN ,a0nn

learning Torah on that day - from the Torah DP9V - MPTPOR MITYING oY T

701N 0227 0NN N1NNIYNn W2
D7W7In D> T°0N WK 3D 17TV 11173
R0 Yvay

of the Baal HaHillulo - along with Chassidic
farbrengen, because this is the 1"o (Pidyon
Nefesh) that the chassidim hand to the Baal
Hahillulo.

nv n7IN - 720N N2V 7732 1R NN 15

Each year on the Yom HaHilulo, it is “Dwy1n 010m1” — all the Tzaddik’s
deeds are recalled and the effects of the Aistallus are reactivated, i.e, he and
his actions are elevated immeasurably higher than their previous standing,
causing nachas ruach on a higher plane. Each year on the Yom HaHillulo,
there is a regenerated impact — a revelation of G-dliness and blessings — on
the very place where the Tzaddik had lived and has been active, especially for
those who are bonded with him and who follow through with his agendas
and continue his work even now.

This is the essence of the Yom HaHillulo, a holy day on which the Tzad-
diK’s sanctity is especially bestowed here on earth. Hence it is a particularly
auspicious time for added blessings upon all who are bonded with him and
follow in his path. (This is similar in concept to Shabbos and Yom Tov that
are “wTp XIpn”, because the “1oyin wTIp” is drawn down.)



From a telegram following Yud Shevat:
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el aille]

To Anash : [,

On the day of the hilulah

(from which we are just coming), great is the merit of the exalted tzaddik whose
hilulah it is, “who bestows blessing to all the land," to elicit salvation, blessings, and
success and to you and all who are working on behalf of the “Oholei Yosef Yitzchok"
institutions named for him. And certainly, you will fortify yourselves from this auspi-
cious day forward in your efforts of the aforementioned, to connect to the “K17°X
X>117," and you and your families will be blessed with all their needs, materially and
spiritually. Looking forward to [receivingl good news.

The Chossid R. Rafoel Kahan, iy, recounts:

On Tes Kislev, the Yahrtzeit of the Mitteler Rebbe, the Rebbe Rashab said
Kaddish.

After the davening, the Rebbe gave money for mashke and farbrengen,
and requested that the Chassidim divide among themselves the study of
the chapters of Mishnayos that correspond to the holy name of the Baal
haHillulah. He then added, “Though the Mitteler Rebbe does not need our
Mishnayos, nevertheless it is in our interest, and it is we who want to learn
Mishnayos on his behalf

Shmuos v'Sipurim
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CHAPTER 9

11°112N1 N 0’1 K

The soul exists perpetually, even after
the Histalkus. When speaking of the
neshomo of a YX7w> X°w3, the eternity
of his soul is expressed in his mx*w1 as
well; i.e., his effect in the world, (which
is the meaning of "Nesius"), continues
in perpetuity.

As the Talmud says of Moshe (Sotah,
13b), “Just as before he stood and served
— so too now, he stands and serves:”
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Even after his passing, a Jewish leader
“stands and serves,” to help every Jew
fulfill his Divine mission to make the

world a “dwelling” and “garden” for G-d. 890 TID 1IN — 3*NWN VAW ~ NWn

Subsequent to Histalkus, the Tzaddik’s soul, while ascending to a higher
world, nnxi1 0%, remains alive and is imminent in our physical plane

as well.

Meaning: it is not just that the Tzaddik’s soul lives on in Gan Eden, and
the pleasure caused on high by its avodah and its impact on earth results in
a downward flow of Divine energy. Rather, the soul itself lives on here in

our world, i.e., the soul continues to exist and function here.

Moreover, in a certain respect, the presence of the Tzaddik’s soul in our
world is even greater than it was previously. In the words of the Zohar, 1’
>n1nan - More than during his lifetime [while in a physical body].

For ordinary people — to whom physical matters are necessarily of significant



concern — upon their passing, the body that had been a critical part of their
being is no longer; and the soul, which is non-corporeal, departs the body
and its concerns and ascends to a spiritual realm. It can now be found on

high, where it lives on, but not in this world.

Although the soul of the ordinary departed person maintains a connection to

‘At the chasunoh of R Shneur,
son of R' Nachum (son of the
Mittler Rebbe), son-in-law of the
Tzemach Tzedek, the Tzemach
Tzedek announced that every-
one should be silent and guard
themselves against immoral
thoughts. The Zeide [the Alter
Rebbel is arriving! After a while,
he said: “Chosson, incline your
head; the Zeide wants to bless
you"

Reshimos hayoman, summer 5693

its surviving relatives and, therefore,
rejoices in their celebrations, shares
in their pain, and is affected by their
actions [hence the significance of Kad-
dish and other acts undertaken on
behalf of the departed], it no longer
has its effect in this world.

But there are extraordinary souls, the
neshamos of true Tzaddikim, whose
earthly existence is consumed by their
consummate devotion to G-d, and
whose bodies are merely instruments

through which their pure souls act.

During their earthly sojourn, they
live as a mere vehicle in the service
of G-d. These souls, even after their
departure from the physical body, remain active in the here and now, con-

tinuing to impact our world.

The Tzaddik’s service to G-d occupies his entire being, dedicated exclusively
to the love and awe of G-d and his labors on behalf of Kla/ Yisrael. Hence,
even in the absence of his body, the Tzaddik’s eternal soul continues to
concern itself and be actively engaged in the tasks in which it was occupied,
and into which it had invested all its energies while housed in the physical
body. Thus, our earthly connection with him remains unabated.

There are numerous levels and dimensions to the Rebbe’s ongoing presence

in our world, and to his connection with what takes place here:

1. “Mah zar'o bchayim, af hu bchayim” In spite of our flawed spiritual state,
and in regards to hiskashrus in particular -- as the Rebbe stated in a Sicha,
after the histalkus of the Frierdikker Rebbe, that it takes greater effort to



achieve hiskashrus. Nevertheless, we are witness to the remarkable phenom-
enon of a new generation “which did not know Yosef,” but is nevertheless

profoundly mekushor to the Rebbe.

This Hiskashrus is expressed in multiple ways, both in the personal lives of

chassidim today and, especially,

in the growing aspiration since
Gimmel Tammuz to go on shli- The Shluchims Matana:

chus and the dramatic growth and
expansion in all types of shlichus, 12 1 0
programs and m>o.

There can be no doubt that this NEW MOSDOS!

is all a consequence of the Rebbe’s In Honor Of The Rebbe's

efforts during his life on earth — 120th Birthday

instilling in his chassidim a sense

of obligation and privilege regard-
ing shlichus. (In truth, the very phenomenon of Shlichus draws on the en-

ergy of the Rebbe’s lifetime effort, which [as explained above] is his very life,

One night during Chanukah 5650, my teacher, the Rashbatz (R' Shmuel
Betzalel); the chossid R Hendel,the chassidim R Aharon and R' Yekusiel
from Dokshiz, and the chossid R' Zalman met up and reminisced of the
days of their youth when they traveled to the Tzemach Tzedek. In the
middle of the discussion, R' Zalman suddenly stood up and began singing
the Tzemach Tzedek's tune of Musaf Rosh Hashanah. All the others stood
up and joined in.

“When they reached the note chassidim knew well, where the Tzemach
Tzedek would say the words ‘ashrei ish shelo yishochocho, uven odom
yisametz boch! They were transported into such great fervor, their faces
were aflame and tears flowed down their cheeks. It was seen by all how
they were reliving those shining, holy moments, and every single one of
them most certainly felt that he was standing near the Rebbe, hearing and
seeing the Rebbe davvens.

When | grew up and began to study chasidus and better understand what
the hiskashrus of a chossid to the Rebbe is, | understood well that such



nawnnn mp 2T of chassidim to the Rebbe, can indeed affect that the Rebbe
should come to those chassidim ...

True, in the present tumultuous lives it is very difficult to imagine and un-
derstand how the power of nawnnn mp a1 can reach so far, but in the calm
and pristine life of years bygone it was well understood and felt"

Likkutei Diburim, Pesach 5694 Chapter 1 Part 7

and is itself a manifestation of his continuity here even after the Histalkus).
Nevertheless, any thinking person understands that it takes far more than a
powerfully focused sense of purpose for a young couple, nor nx p & WK,
to leave behind the comforts of a familiar world and dedicate themselves
with complete mesiras nefesh to do the Rebbe’s shlichus in the most remote
corners of the globe, often under the harshest conditions.

This is a genuine manifestation of 0»n2a 171 — which declares that ,0°na xin
that his spirit is a tangible force active in our world, finding its expression

in the lives of those who are bonded

with him and walk in his footsteps.

2. Anyone who cherishes the Rebbe,
to whatever degree — even those who
never actually saw the Rebbe — also
cherish objects that are associated
with him. They consider the dol-
lars or o>ovo1p (booklets) the Rebbe
distributed to be sacred. Why this
intense feeling? Because they be-
lieve and feel in their hearts that an
object which once belonged to the
Rebbe continues to be imbued with
the Rebbe’s kedushoh; it is alive and
offers protection and added blessing
and success.

This is illustrated by the famous story
of the Alter Rebbe who, when flecing

At the engagement celebration
of the daughter of the holy R'
Aharon of Karlin, who passed
away at a young age, the Mag-
gid [of Mezritchl arranged the
celebration, and he honored
RMendel of Horodok with read-
ing the oxin. When he read the
name of the kallah, “daughter of
R Aharon," he fell and fainted.
After reviving him, the Maggid
asked R Mendel, “Why were
you frightened? Certainly, you
knew R' Aharon!" to which he
responded, “Yes, but | had never
seen him in such radiantly lu-
minous garments.”

BOhr Hachassidus



during the Napoleonic War, was meticulous to take all his possessions with
him. When he was already on the way he realized a pair of slippers (pantofel)
was left behind and dispatched a special messenger to fetch them. Because
everything that belongs to a Tzaddik is suffused with his sanctity, the Alter
Rebbe was concerned lest any of his possessions fell into Napoleon’s hands.
(Indeed, it is told that upon reaching Liadi, where the Alter Rebbe had lived,
Napoleon searched but was disappointed to discover that he could not lay
his hands on any object belonging to the Alter Rebbe.)

In other words, any object that belonged to the Rebbe, including n°10p 070,
continue to retain the Rebbe’s kedushoh — for mmpnn 11 x5 7wITH — even
after others acquired them. Just as the Rebbe’s neshomo continues to be alive,
so too the objects in which he invested his energy, his spirit, stay connected
with him. When one learns from a kuntres which the Rebbe handed to him
or carries a dollar bill (or other object) given by the Rebbe — in that moment,
the Rebbe relates to that individual from where he is now, and helps him in

his spiritual and material concerns.

3. Furthermore, the assertion that 0»na xn, that the Rebbe is alive, is to say
that the Rebbe’s neshomo itself is present in this world. Not only through
the agency of those who were impacted by him, or through the objects with
which he was associated, but rather the Rebbe’s neshomo itself is present in our
world. This is true regarding the place where he dwelled here, and especially
in connection with his holy body, as the Alter Rebbe writes in wTpn nx,
Ch. 27, and in the m1%°2 that follows; and as the Rebbe discusses, both in
written and spoken form, regarding the Frierdikker Rebbe. Similarly, the
Frierdikker Rebbe describes an episode in which he saw his father (the Rebbe
Rashab) entering the chamber of his father (the Rebbe Maharash) for mmn
long after his histalkus.

Simply put, 0°na X1 means all that which represents life — e.g., awareness,
understanding, feeling, seeing, and hearing — are now just as they were before.

And in relation to ourselves, 0»na x171 is to say that in all that which rep-
resents life, the Rebbe is alive with us today. He is aware of what happens
with us; he sees and listens to us; he celebrates in our simchas and shares our
pain; he intervenes in prayer and beseeches G-d on our behalf. All as it was

before — and even more so now.



This idea — that even after their physical departure from this world, the
neshomos of Tzaddikim remain connected with, aware of, and feel what
transpires here on earth — is found in the words of our Sages, quoted by
Rashi in Parshas Chukas (Bamidbar 20:15), “The Patriarchs suffer in the
grave when calamity befalls Israel.” The Midrash Eicha (and the Kinah
nar »ap Hv 10 19n3) describes at length the anguish of our Patriarchs
and Matriarchs over the suffering of the Jewish people during the destruc-
tion of the Beis Hamikdosh.

There are personal accounts of how the Rebbe (like his predecessors) would
respond to those who had turned to him in their thoughts with a request
for blessing or advice, or in contemplation of Hiskashrus. Indeed, the Rebbe

relates in his sichos how the Rebbeim would respond to letters even before

they had reached the Rebbe’s hand.

How much more so now, when the Rebbe’s soul is no longer constrained by
his body, he certainly responds to whoever seeks him, even more than before.
And, in fact, as the Alter Rebbe writes in the aforementioned Iggeres haKodesh,

he tends to us now from a deeper dimension within his soul.

Indeed, we are often witness to won-
drous acts of the Rebbe responding

to our queries and pleas, to aid our
VTN ROWA 7Y 7Y 717 15°0

appeals to arouse Heavenly mercy,
and for his intercession regarding all

manner of matters.

Furthermore, just as there are many
stories and personal accounts of how,
during his life on earth, the Rebbe
saw things and pre-empted situations
throughout the world; so too today
— after Gimmel Tammuz — there are
numerous accounts of the Rebbe mak-
ing “house calls” on his own initiative
without being asked through a 1"o,
offering a “helping hand” to aid Jews
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throughout the world, including those who had never before seen or even
g g

heard of the Rebbe or Lubavitch.

It goes without saying that this
is true now regarding the letters
the Rebbe would send for a joy-
ous occasion. Just as the Rebbe
expressed delight and participate
in a simcha through his letter of
blessings — whether to a Bar or
Bas Mitzvah, on the occasion of
the birth of a child, or to a chosson
and kallah for their chasunoh, etc.
— so too now, the Rebbe showers
his blessings on those who seek
his brocho, and he participates in
their simcha.

“We all must know, that we
had and now too we have a
great Rebbe, 7" mIR n"mp"o
n"si, the Rebbe, who pleaded
and impacted, and now too,
affects blessing and success
for Jews in general, and for
those who are bonded with
him in particular. ”

WUN 212X 770 AN0N

“The energy the Rebbe be-
stows through Toras Hachas-
sidus — continues to be trans-
mitted and given to us now

too, without change from his side; and for us as well there is no change

At the 0°15 nap of the Rebbe's wed-
ding the Frierdikker Rebbe said:

"It is well-known that at a wedding
the couple's ancestors descend
from the world of truth (to attend
the marriage celebration.) Souls of
ancestors from three generations
back attend all Jewish weddings. At
some weddings, at different levels,
even further removed generations
are present.

By way of invitation to the souls
of the Tzaddikim, our holy fathers,
the Rebbeim who will come to the
Chupah and bless the couple, a
Maamar will be recited, a portion
of which is from the Alter Rebbe, a
portion from the Mitteler Rebbe, a
portion from my great-grandfather,
a portion from my grandfather who
is the great-grandfather of the Kal-
lah, a portion from the Chosson's
grandfather's father, a portion from
my father who is the grandfather
of the bride"

He then concluded: "One who re-
cites a statement in the name of its
master should envision the author

standing before him."

Ref.

such that we should think that the Rebbe is not with us, 1"r....”

Sicha, Shabbos Parshas Terumah 5710 — Toras Menachem, p. 16



“..those who knew the Rebbe during the thirty years of his leadership,
know that the Rebbe will not abandon his Chassidim and that they should
be left on their own ... certainly the Rebbe directs the entire world, and
Anash in particular, and rouses great mercy, etc., as it has been until now;
and, furthermore, in greater measure with greater strength.”

Sicha, Shabbos Parshas Terumah 5710 — Toras Menachem, p. 16

“On the final 791837 an of his lifetime in this world, the Rebbe saw fit to
make clear that matters of kedushoh are eternal; and (so that there would

” «

be no mistaking his intent) he explained the concept of “long life,” “true
life” which does not cease — that we shouldn’t think that things are as they
appear to our flesh eyes, 1"11 (which is not relevant in kedushoh); rather, we
should know that also after the histalkus there is life that continues without
interruption — eternal life — for the 71711 X°w3, and through him eternal life is
imparted to the entire generation. Now too, therefore, each one can and

should vitalize (not only himself, but also) others in matters of kedushoh.”

Sicha Parshas Chukas 5710 — Toras Menachem, p. 120

“As we find with regard to a 1"p — as is known among chassidim that when
we write a pidyon and send it to the Rebbe, its impact is already affected
even if the pidyon has not yet reached the Rebbe’s hands; and hence, he
has not yet seen it with his physical eyes. The chossid must do his part
to dedicate himself to the Rebbe and rely on him; and when he does his
part and there are no obstructions from his side, then the inyan is already
affected through the Rebbe.”

“Similarly in our case, when the chossid poses a question to the Rebbe,
and dedicates himself and relies on the Rebbe such that there are no

obstructions from his side — then he receives the Rebbe’s “answer,” even
when the Rebbe does not respond explicitly. ”

Sicha Shabbos Parshas Pinchas 5711 — Toras Menachem, p. 238

“My father, the Rebbe [Rashab] said: Itis clear to me that when a chossid
sits in the Beis Hamidrash and learns or ©v'"111 chassidus in public — this
brings the Rebbeim joy; and this joy brings bounteous goodness, material
and spiritual, for him, his children, and his children’s children. ”

Hayom Yom 13 Adar |



From a letter (blessings for the health of a child), 26 Menachem Av 5710

“.. Certainly, he sleeps with a yarmulke on his head, and he is told, in
language appropriate for his age, about our X°w3, n“31 n“M pP“J; and also
that now too, a tzaddik who passes is found in all worlds — also in olam
hamasey — more than during his lifetime, and that he sends blessings
to all those who are bonded with him and, especially, to boys and girls
— as is explained in Chassidus that “[Because] Israel is a na’ar [lad], and
[therefore] | love him.”

“Ordinally after a lengthy period of time has elapsed, particularly a period
of ten or twenty years; it is, therefore the place here to mention again — it
should be known that when we are going on the Rebbe’s shlichus, he also
travels along with us, for he is present now exactly as before. As he said
of his father, “The shepherd of Israel will not abandon his flock:” so, too,
he issued a “verdict” on himself in the same way; and “just as before he
stood and served; so, too, now he stands in the higher realm and serves,”
and thus leads us in all the matters he is choosing to direct. ”

Sicha Shabbos Parshas Tavo, 5733 — Sichos Kodesh, p. 379
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Your Father Was at My Farbrengen
The first time | was at the Rebbe's farbrengen was on Chai Elul 5738.

Fast forward to 5770 (2010), | was asked by a group of (non-chabad) Chas-
sidim in Monsey, where | live, to farbreng Chai Elul, which occurred on
Shabbos that year.

During the four mile walk from my home, it occurred to me that according
to Hayom Yom (30 Shvat), today is my birthday: As the Rebbe said, that
nowadays the farbrengen too is a yechidus.

Plodding along | asked myself what | remembered about that Chai Elul
farbrengen. Almost nothing | had to admit. (/ was young, still new in the



Chabad world and was on my way to Morristown Yeshiva the next day and
did not understand the significance of the entire event that day.)

So that was understandable. But what of the tens if not a hundred far-
brengens afterward? Can | replay them in my mind? It then came to me,
that now | understood something | had felt for quite some time: Being a
newcomer to Chabad, | felt for many years that | was an outsider to some
degree. This included even my relationship with the Rebbe. | had also
thought that he did not really know me the way he did those who grew up
in Chabad. This, despite that | had learned in Yeshiva for many years and |
had been on Shlichus, etc.

No, | concluded on that Shabbos afternoon walk; the reason | felt this way
was of my doing, not my history, or the Rebbe's awareness of me. Since |
could not remember all those farbrengens, like other Chassidim who even
remember the day the Rebbe wore a new hat or whatever, this was a sign
| really was never fully there - | certainly was there in body, but | never was
"there" and fully engaged.

And this | said to myself, was the reason | always felt that the Rebbe did not
know me; at least that | felt that he did not. Really it was my fault.

These thoughts continued past that Shabbos, the 18 of Elul, until after Yom
Kippur. It bothered me deeply during that Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.
| kept it to myself and told no one of my thoughts or feelings.

My unmarried daughter at the time of the holidays was away on shlichus
at a Chabad House and returned home for Succos. On the second night
after Kiddush, she suddenly blurted out: "Tatty, | forgot to tell you, | had a
dream of the Rebbe a while ago"

"Please tell me. A chassid who the Rebbe comes to in a dream is very
significant!" "Well, | was washing negel vasser (washing of the hands upon
awakening), and suddenly the Rebbe was by my side. He looked at me
and asked me my name. “Sarah Rachel." “Sarah Rachelwho?" | responded,
“Sarah Rachel Flamer" The Rebbe looked at me again and said: "Ahh...
Sarah Rachel Flamer. Your father was at my farbrengens,

My heart skipped a beat..

by Rabbi Reuven Flamer



Home Visitation

On Yom Kippur day, 5767 (2006), during the break between the morning and
afternoon services, a distinguished member of our community, Mr. Isaac
Benky approached me and said he needed to share what had recently hap-
pened to him, while he was visiting Israel for his granddaughter's wedding.

“The morning of the wedding | went to the Kotel (Wailing Wall) with some
members of the wedding party. While there | put on tefillin at the Chabad
table and had all those with me do so as well.

‘Later that evening, at the wedding, | suddenly felt unwell. | was given
some water to drink, but | couldn't swallow it; then the glass dropped from
my hand. My daughter (mother of the bride), who is a doctor, immediately
came over and told me that | was having a stroke. They rushed me to the
hospital where | was indeed told that | had suffered a stroke. By that time,
| was totally paralyzed on one side and was unable to talk. They gave me
various medications and hooked me up to all sorts of machines. Eventu-
ally, | fellasleep

“While asleep | dreamt that a rabbi came to see me. | recognized from the
pictures that I had seen that it was the Lubavitcher Rebbe. The Rebbe asked
me if | had put on Tefillin that day, and | answered eagerly that | had put
them on with the Rebbe's Chassidim at the kotel. The Rebbe asked me to
show him, so | pulled up my sleeve (in my dream, of course) and showed
the marks from the straps, which were clearly visible. The Rebbe's face lit
up with a huge smile. He put his hand on my arm and said, ‘Zeit gezunt'
(‘be well), and then walked off.

‘| woke up the next morning and to the astonishment of the doctors and
my family | was able to move and talk without any problem whatsoever”

On Yom Kippur, thank G-d, Isaac was the picture of perfect health, no one,
including myself and a number of Shul members who listened to Isaac's
retelling of the story could have guessed what had happened to him. The
tears in his eyes and the sincerity on his face were very moving.

by Rabbi Mordechai Gutnick, Melbourne, Australia

We’ll Dance at The Wedding

We met and befriended each other while camping together at Camp Gan
Israel in Swan Lake, NY some thirty years ago. Mr. H. immigrated from a
different country and was a few years older than me. He then attended



yeshiva at 770" Eventually each of us married; Mr. H settled in Flatbush,
NY and my wife and | moved to South Florida, as Shluchim of the Rebbe.
Having met here and there, we kept a cordial relationship. In the winter
of 2000 (28 of Adar Il, 5760) we married off our first daughter. Among the
many acquaintances we invited Mr. H. As we were walking down the aisle
to the Chuppah, | was surprised to notice Mr. H, as | didn't expect him to
travel all the way from New York to come to the wedding, especially since
he didn't respond to the invitation.

After the ceremony Mr. H and | found a private corner to talk. ‘| will tell you
what brought me here," he said. But first | must tell you something that
happened twenty-three years ago. | knew you were married for a number
of years and did not yet have children. | decided to approach the Rebbe
and ask him for a brocho for you and your wife. One day as the Rebbe
came out of 770, | approached him and asked for a blessing for children
for Yosef Yitzchok Ben Zvetel Gitel and his wife Bayla Rochel bas Devorah.
When the Rebbe heard that, he immediately said “Devorah Leah," making
a correction on your wife's mother's name; and added he ‘| already gave
them a Brocha"

I then responded to the Rebbe, saying, “l want a guarantee.” To this the Rebbe
said, “you and | will dance at the Chasunoh (wedding)." | then asked, “the
Rebbe willdance? The Rebbe doesn't go to chasanas?” The Rebbe looked
at me and said, “‘Don't worry, we will both dance at their children's wedding"
| asked the Rebbe “Who is we? Me and the Rebbe?" The Rebbe repeated
this sentence two more times. And that was the end of the conversation.

Knowing that the Rebbe does not attend weddings, | could not help but
wonder what did the Rebbe mean. But | kind of forgot about it. Then came
Gimmel Tammuz, and | remembered what the Rebbe said, and | was won-
dering even more: Just how was the Rebbe going to keep his promise?”

Mr. H then continued his story. “On Friday night, the twenty-fourth of Adar,
Jjust a few days before your daughter's wedding, | had a dream. The Rebbe
and your father Yiddel appeared and the Rebbe said to me, ‘I promised
we will dance at the wedding: | didn't answer. Then the Rebbe continued
‘Why aren't you going to the wedding? We had a deal that we would dance
together at the wedding?' | woke up, and did not pay attention to the dream”

“The following night, Motzoei Shabbos, the twenty-fifth of Adar, | had my
second dream. The Rebbe came to me again; this time alone. Once again
the Rebbe asked me ‘Why aren't you going to the Chasunoh?' | responded,



‘that | have no money to go. To this the Rebbe said, ‘Chosid never has a
problem with money. To which | replied ‘but | am not a Chosid.” The Rebbe
answered in Yiddish, ‘du-bist - you are' and with that the dream ended. |
did not pay attention to this dream as well. The next night, Sunday night
the twenty sixth of Adar | had yet a third dream. The Rebbe came to me
and asked, ‘Nu, why aren't you going to the wedding?' | responded, ‘It's too
difficult financially’ The Rebbe answered, 'Du vest hobben di gelt - you will
have the money’ With that | awoke.

‘That day, Monday morning on my way to work | met a friend in the street.
He said to me, "You look worried. | answered, | haven't slept for a few
night's. My friend said to me 'l want to give you $400.00 to take a vacation
and go to Florida' | responded that, | didn't have the time to go to Florida
for a vacation. But my friend insisted "You can take a vacation even for one
day. That afternoon when | came home, my wife suggested that | call the
Bistons to wish them Mazal Tov. | then said to my wife, ‘Maybe | should go
to the wedding instead of just calling. | called my friend and asked him, ‘is
your offer stillgood?' 'Of course' he said. | called the airlines and booked a
ticket, then booked a hotel in Florida. The total price was $300.00. | called
back my friend and told him that | would only need $300.00. His response
was, ‘How could you go to a wedding and not bring a gift? Give the extra
hundred dollars to the Choson and Kallah. So, ‘Here | am’, concluded Mr. H""

‘| was totally dumbfounded by his story and the chain of events, the dreams,
and how the Rebbe keeps his words. Of course, we danced and danced,
as we knew that we were dancing with the Rebbe""

As told by Rabbi Y.Y. Biston, Shliach in N. Broward and South Palm Beach Counties, Florida
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CHAPTER 10

Hiskashrus after Gimmel Tammuz

The tzaddik “has left life ... to all the living,”
i.e., to every living soul connected with his ...
to each and every one in accordance of his
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As explained in the mnvNYA 190 “even
those who did not know of him, nor did they
make his acquaintance during his lifetime
— but, they learned the holy seforim which
he left, and are beneficiaries of the light of
his Torah and are thus strengthened in their
avodas Hashem ... they too are surely called
his talmidim ... for they believe in that tzaddik
and are receiving the light of his Torah ... as
branches are drawn to their root.”

N TR 777 2NoN

True, it now requires greater effort on the part of ordinary men and women

like ourselves, to feel and experience the Rebbe’s presence in our midst.
For even when he lived among us physically, not everyone was sensitive to
the Rebbe’s kedushoh, nor did everyone fully appreciate his greatness, his
language, and his manners. Certainly, now that we do not see or hear the
Rebbe, it is vastly more challenging to have a personal, internal connec-
tion. Nevertheless, today too it continues to be both possible and of vital
importance in the sense of nri DY ANTNY.

“Therefore, | propose that in honor of the Yahrtzeit, every individual learn
[know] thoroughly the Ma’amar (all or part of it) that the Rebbe gave for
the day of his Histalkus; and from time to time, when one is feeling per-



plexed, or he has doubts, or finds himself in a situation in which 72 yao
111 Y1100 — he should review the Ma’amar in his nawnn ... and so too:
being well versed in the Ma’amar — besides the benefit in Hiskashrus at
the time of repetition of the Ma’amar, the rest of the time also his mind
will be filled with the Rebbe’s Torah; the Torah in which the Rebbe gave
of himself to the Chassidim. Through this, then, he will be in a constant
state of Hiskashrus with the Rebbe, as it is expressed in Likutei Torah:
“without any break or separation forever, even one instant.”

“..Itis not so much the quantity that matters — 111 the entire Ma’amar or
(if for some reason one is unable to memorize it all) half of the Ma’amar;
principally what matters is the quality: that it is “engraved” in his mind,
“engraved” letters; "0>n o°n," “Pomr oon," "Pyn "n" flowing, from the well-
spring — that are connected to their source, the essence of the soul.... ”

Sicha 19 Kislev 5711 — Toras Menachem, p. 126

“The Rebbe was the one who directed in the past and now, too, directs the
yeshiva; and thus when they speak contrary to that which was said in the
farbrengen of Shabbos Mevorchim regarding the Rebbe’s position — this
constitutes, G-d forbid, “meharer achar rabo,” the Rebbel! ...

The Rebbe cared in the past, and cares now as well, about every small
detail [in the life] of every 7n5n. The Rebbe concerns himself with each
and every one of the students regarding their shidduchim, and regarding
their livelihood, and that they should have plentiful livelihood. ”

Sicha Yud Shevat 5713 — Toras Menachem, p. 335
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CHAPTER M

The Ohel

“.. our strength is bolstered through mnonwn
[visiting and praying at the resting place of a
Tzaddik] —the term taken from our Sages’ state-
ment about Kaleiv mar >12p Yy nonwai:

The idea of mnonwiiis to visit his resting place
with the consciousness that ‘here is where he
is;” visualizing his image ... thereby empowering
and strengthening our connection to him and the
mission he gave us, to proceed unwaveringly,
and without mixing in our own calculations.

Having received at one time a command or
instruction directly from Moshe — the Moshe
of our generation — the passage of time can
diminish our resolve, and our ardor can wane;
they get diluted by our personal reckonings and
the like (as with the sin of the 0*9a7n). Therefore,
the remedy is to fortify (our) n1awpna through
mnonwn.”

X171 717 2V MD-N1°N1 NHOIM
5 nonNw” - NMNOVNYIN 'Y
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One is able, after the Histalkus as well, to communicate and connect
with the Rebbe anywhere, since he is not confined and limited to a
body; nevertheless, as mentioned eatlier, the neshomo of the Tzaddik retains
a special connection to his body.

The Tzaddik’s body has an essential kedushoh of its own (in the words of the
Zohar, Rw>Tp 1127 X013, similar to the kedushoh of Tefillin or a Sefer Torah),

both from birth and, as well, by virtue of the intense avodah of his neshomo
within his body during his worldly lifetime (as is known that the 1170 712
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of various Tzaddikim were found intact many years after their histalkus).
Moreover, the neshomo of the Tzaddik also remains connected to his body

even after his histallus.

To this the Rebbe adds, emphasizing that it is specifically the yechidah, the

very essence of the neshomo, which remains connected to the Tzaddik’s 7.

This in essence is the kedushoh of the Ohel, as it is the resting place of the
Rebbe’s holy guf, and the place to which the Rebbe's neshomo is most con-
nected.

And since this is where the Rebbe is (in the Rebbe words, 7 7x &7 1X),
going to the Ohel, the place where the Rebbe is most present, is a natural
expression of the Chossid’s yearning to be near the Rebbe. This then is not
specifically to seek a 1372 or a 10, or a place we go to plead for my1w;
rather, it comes out of a pure desire to be with the Rebbe.

When a Chossid goes to the Ohel he conducts himself as he would prior to
yechidus. Each one prepares himself in his own way, according to his level,
undertaking positive resolutions; and when entering the Ohel, he experi-
ences standing before the Rebbe.

Indeed, thousands of Jews of all backgrounds are constantly streaming to the
holy tzion, pouring their hearts out and asking for a brocho before returning
home — like the way they had flocked to the Rebbe to receive his blessing and
a dollar to give to tzedakah as the Rebbe’s emissary, or on Erev Yom Kippur,
and on Hoshanah
Rabbah to receive
lekach. They have
come to the Rebbe!

Many, out of their
powerful desire to
be near the Rebbe,
visit the holy zion
regularly. There are
even some whose
spirit impels them
to be there at all

times; just as during



his lifetime, there were individuals who would never miss a single davening

(prayer) with the Rebbe.

Whether one visits the holy zzion, or writes a letter to the Rebbe, or turns to
him from anywhere in the world, 0°19% 0°1071 01> the Rebbe reciprocates by
listening and connecting to the person turning to him, with equal intensity:
rejoicing in their celebration, feeling their pain, blessing them, and beseech-
ing G-d for mercy on their behalf.

Attesting to this are the hundreds, even thousands, of accounts of miraculous
episodes since Gimmel Tammuz — of people whose requests and desires were
fulfilled after visiting the Ohel, or after writing to the Rebbe, or turning to
him in their thoughts from far away.

From Droshos HaRan 8:11

.There is no question that it is appropriate to believe that just as when
the Temple existed, that the sanctified abode was distinctly predisposed
to the effluence of prophecy and wisdom, to the extent that through its
conduit this effluence was transmitted to all of Israel. So it should follow
that the prophets and saints be predisposed to the reception of wisdom
and prophecy to the extent that through their channel they project it upon
allwho are fit for it. Even if the latter not be in immediate conjunction with
them, but by virtue [of the factl that they [the latter] find themselves in their
generation - these prophets and saints themselves constituting a kind of
sanctified Temple... Therefore, when certain generations are blessed with
prophets and saints, they receive the effluence, and, through their agency;,
can project it upon allwho are fit to receive it in their generation; especially
upon those who draw close to them and participate with them.

And this is true not only during their lifetimes; but even after their passing,
their burial places are appropriate for certain elements of that effluence. For
their bones, which lin their lifetimel had been vessels for the dwelling of the
Divine effluence, still retain enough of their former eminence and glory to
suffice for this. Because of this our sages of blessed memory stated (Sotah
34b) one should be nonwn [i.e visit - with full conscious that he is here and
submitting and beseeching] at the graves of the righteous and pray there.
For prayer in that place is more readily received, because of the presence
of bodies which had formerly been receptacles of the Divine effluence.



“l am surprised at his question, and at the fact that he does not seek cause
to be at the tzion of the Rebbe ... and since the bar mitzvah of his son is
during the days close to the Hilulah Yud Shevat, it would seem to be an
indication that he should grab the opportunity to be at the Tziyon, and
refresh what he merited to be for sometime in the bright days....”

Letter, 26 Kislev 5713

“Though | don’t know the character of those you have influenced in your
city, nevertheless you should explain to them the idea of the resting place
of the Tzadik Hador... and, therefore, they too should empower you to
give you their own letters and the like, being that they are unable to visit
the Tziyon in person ... and | am sure you will find the correct words with
which to convey this to them...”

Letter 9" Tammuz 5713

“When even one family member travels, then the presence of even one
individual at the tzion of the Rebbe ... and the prayers for what is needed,
is on behalf of the entire family, and particularly on behalf of the wife and
children; in other words, this is to their benefit, both materially and spiritually.”

Letter, 12 Menachem Av 5720

“And another point should be added — that those who, for whatever rea-
son, their 1"o was delayed and arrived only after the going to the “Ohel;”
or that it was sent just now; or has not yet been written and will only
be sent tomorrow, including “tomorrow -- after some time” — certainly
11717 X°W1 has already given them all the blessings ... And so it is in our
case - those whose 1"p have not yet arrived — 1117 X°w1 gives them all
the blessings, and definitely knows what they will write; even before he
ascended on high, he knew of such matters — how much more so after
he has ascended on high.”

5 Tishrei 5749
| received your 1”0 ... and when | will be at the Tziyon of the Rebbe [of

sainted memory] | will read it there. And the resting place of Tzaddikim,
being a holy and pure place, prayer is more [favorably] received there.
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It would be appropriate to mention - through someone who is here (near the Ohel) -

allyour students (with their mothers names, as customary), at the Tzion of the Rebbe,
HK'M (especially on his birthday), and at least once a month.

Responding to Rabbi Efrayim Yolles who related to the Rebbe that he
personally gave his 1"p to the holy Rebbe [i.e. the Rebbe RaYaTZ] by

imagining his holy countenance.

On the words “iM1X Y2°5>71 >7 1’1 77°Xn 717,” the Rebbe responded:
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The Necklace

While we lived in Milwaukee, Malkah and | once traveled to New York on
vacation and had a private audience with the Lubavitcher Rebbe, of blessed
memory. It was an experience we cherished greatly and we continued
consulting with him on a number of occasions concerning personal and
work-related matters.

In 1987, a number of years after returning to live in Israel, where | became
principal of a high school in Kfar-Saba, | once again traveled to the US and
again met with the Rebbe.

On the day after Purim, | went over to 770 just at the time the Rebbe was
about to leave 770. Pushing my way through the crowd, | succeeded in
getting close to his vehicle and captured a picture of the Rebbe as he
was settling into the car. But | was suddenly horrified when the camera
accidentally fell out of my hands and landed right under the car, which



had begun to move. In two seconds the picture, along with my expensive
camera, would be crushed.

All of a sudden, the Rebbe motioned to his secretary, the driver, to imme-
diately stop the car, which he did. That gave me an opportunity to bend
down and save the camera. Then, before | could catch my breath, the
Rebbe went out of his car, sought me out, and handed me a nickel, saying
“This is for tzedakah (charity) in the Holy Land."

I was elated. In exchange for the Rebbe's coin, | immediately set aside a
nickel to give to charity in Israel. | went to a jeweler who pierced a tiny hole
in the Rebbe's nickel and attached it to a necklace, which | then gave to
my wife, Malkah, as a gift. She cherished it very much and wore it always
as a pendant around her neck.

About five years later, before Pesach of 1992, the necklace went missing.
We searched and searched, but it was nowhere to be found. Every year,
when we would clean the house for Pesach, my wife hoped to find the
necklace, but never did. When our family later moved to a new home, we
thought we might find it during the move, which did not happen and we
despaired of ever seeing it again.

One day, seven years later (1999), my wife and | were taking a stroll, when
we met our local Chabad Shaliach in Kfar Saba. In our conversation my wife
happened to mention the story of the nickel that the Rebbe had given to
me, the necklace, and that to this day she was still very much aggrieved
over its loss. “Why don't you write a letter and fax it to the Ohel, the Rebbe's
resting place in New York," the rabbi suggested.

Now it was already five years since the Rebbe passed away, so | said, “What's
this business with writing to the Rebbe?!" But the Shaliach insisted that
one could still send a fax to the Rebbe. The next day, which was a Friday,
my wife wrote a letter detailing the story of the Rebbe giving me a nickel,
my fashioning it into a necklace, and how she had lost it seven years ago,
asking the Rebbe for a blessing to help her find it. She faxed it to New York,
where it would be received by the attendant at the Ohel, and brought to
the Rebbe's Ohel.

On Sunday, two days later, when | went to the school, | entered the cafeteria
to find the janitor walking around the students asking, “Did somebody lose
this?" | walked towards him and when | saw it, | was speechless. In his hand
was a necklace with a nickel hanging from it.



Still in a state of shock after retrieving the necklace, | found myself saying,
“Yes, you can still send a fax to the Rebbe...

by Shmuel Bar-Levav, Kfar Saba, Israel

The Rebbe and the Milwaukee Brewers

Gabe CGross a sweet Jewish boy from Hartford, CT was ten years old at the
time. The local minor league baseball team had a player by the same name
and Gabe's father called the team's Jewish owner to arrange for the boy to
meet the ballplayer at the stadium. On gameday, they spent ten minutes
together, and the baseball player promised to stay in touch, which he did.
Eventually, the baseball player Gabe Gross was sent to the major leagues
to play for the Milwaukee Brewers, and all the while wrote letters to the
young Gabe Gross in Hartford.

On May 19" 2008, the Milwaukee Brewers were slated to play the Boston Red
Sox, which is unusual. The Brewers belong to the National League and the
Red Sox to the American League; rarely do teams meet for interleague play.

Hartford is close to Boston where the game would take place. So, when
the Brewers - and therefore, Gabe Gross - played against the Red Sox in
Boston, Rick Gross wanted to take his son to the game, so he could meet
Gabe Gross the player. There was one problem. Tickets were sold out.
Rick said to me, “When you need anything you call Chabad. | know you
have connections. Can you arrange it for me?"

| said, “Yes. Of course. No problem,” and | began calling my contacts.
However, everyone | called told me, “Not that game." After almost three
weeks, | found a fellow who had tickets in the bleachers, which were too
far up in the stands to meet Gabe Gross.

| visited someone | know at ESPN, a sports media network center near me.
The person assured me that he will find tickets. A week later, the fellow
at ESPN excitedly told me, “Rabbi, not only did | find tickets, they're right
behind home plate; except, there's one little problem, it's for May 4t

“You don't understand, the whole purpose of the tickets is to meet Gabe
Gross,"| said. Still, | figured that Id offer the tickets to Rick in case he wanted
to go to “the wrong game." Although disappointed, the father figured, “When
is he ever going to get to sit behind home plate? He'lll meet Gabe Gross
another time," and he agreed to take the tickets.



As a Shliach, | say to Rick, “You know, G-d is not limited, and G-d can make
it possible that you'll meet Gabe Gross at the May 4" game." “Rabbi, | like
your enthusiasm,” he tells me, “but it's simply impossible. The Milwaukee
Brewers on May 4" are playing a different team. Gabe Gross is going to be
in another part of the country” “l want you to remember, G-d is not limited,"
I tell him. “Rabbi Samuels," said Rick, ‘| promise you, if my son on May 4"
meets Gabe Gross, ['lL start putting on tefillin daily.

To a Chabad Shliach—now that's incentive! So, | right away wrote a letter
to the Rebbe at the Ohel. | tell the Rebbe, | know this is really trivial, but
| have a guy who is ready to put on tefillin daily. | need your help, Rebbe.
| need Gabe Gross in Boston on May 4th. I'm a Shliach; | know it's small,
but | don't ask for much; actually, | do ask for a lot, but this is something
seemingly impossible’”

On April 22, 2008 just a while prior to May 4, Gabe Gross was traded to
the Tampa Bay Rays, who would play the Red Sox on May 4" - the tickets
for which Rick and his son had seats behind home plate! It is very rare that
a player was traded mid-season.

| called the baseball player Gabe Gross and arranged for a pair of tefillin
to be at the stadium, so that the not-Jewish baseball player, Gabe Gross,
would give the pair of tefillin to Rick. Right there, in the stadium - on the
Jjumbo screen - with everyone looking, Rick Gross puts on tefillin. Both big
Gabe Gross and little Gabe Gross beamed.

Today Rick Gross puts on tefillin and G-d willing, at the end of the year, his
son Gabe Gross promises to put on tefillin. | have a letter from the ballplayer
Gabe Gross, who was yet traded again. The letter reads, “Rabbi Samuels,
please keep in touch. | want to sponsor the tefillin of little Gabe Gross'"

As told by Rabbi Mendel Samuels

3 Tammuz 5767 at the Rebbe’s Ohel

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Lew, Shliach of the Rebbe in Peachtree City, GA, tells
the following story:

When | emerged from the Rebbe's Ohel, | saw my friend, Rabbi Eliezer
Gurarie from Krakow, Poland, leaning on one of the cars parked nearby;
he looked very worried. We greeted each other and started chatting. In
the course of our conversation, he told me that he too had just come from
the Ohel, and in his few minutes, there he unloaded all his hardships: his



financial problems, the loneliness of his Shlichus, and so on. “l am about to
return to Poland," he concluded, “and to my dismay | have not succeeded
in overcoming my sadness..."

At that moment, Rabbi Yossi Raichik (obm) approached us, and | introduced
them. "You are the Shliach in Krakow," said Rabbi Yossi happily, “Would you
want a Torah scroll for your synagogue? | have been working on it since |
visited Krakow..."

Rabbi Gourarie was speechless. Only later did he explain: At the time, he
was in the midst of negotiations with Krakow's Jewish community leaders
to secure the “Isaac Shul" synagogue for his Chabad House programs
and activities - and one of the things most urgently needed was a Torah
scroll! WWhen he stood in the Ohel and poured out his heart, he had asked
specifically for this.

Rabbi Raichik's good news did not stop there: he proceeded to tell the
shocked Shliach that he had contacts doing business in Poland, who
expressed interest in donating to Chabad activities in Rabbi Gurarie's city.
The two exchanged telephone numbers and arranged to stay in touch.

When | turned back to Rabbi Gurarie, there was not a trace of sadness
in his face. He said, ‘I have heard that the greatest miracles occur at the
Ohel. Just now, | had the privilege to see one with my own eyes! These
are the very two things | prayed for in the few minutes | managed to be in
the Ohel: a Torah scroll, and funds so that my Shlichus should survive..

xO



CHAPTER 12

Yechidus Today

In summation of all that has thus far been said,
the life of a tzaddik is eternal, not only regarding
matters of Ruchniyus but also concerning the
physical place and his material implements (i.e.
his desk, chair etc.) according to the precise
meaning of “imIpnn A1 XY nwITR”, the material
place of “his father’s [the Rebbe Maharash, father
of the Rebbe Rashab] chamber (in addition to his
‘place’ in Ruchniyus [his spiritual level]). Because
the holiness of a tzaddik permeates everything
belonging to him (including the space and imple-
ments he used in his work); as the ma’amar states,
“The place in which he learned and engaged in
Torah as well as all the tools that were required
for his holy work bear his holiness.”

Moreover, the holiness of the tzaddik’s place and
implements (even after histalkus) remains as it
was when the tzaddik was actively using them,
during his lifetime on earth. As we glean from
the above story [of the Rebbe Rashab]where “he
entered his father’'s chamber ... and everything
was arranged as it had been during his [father’s]
lifetime, etc. And he entered wearing a gartel
and stood by the desk facing his [father’s] seat,
and his lips moved as if speaking, and he wept
copiously.” This was “just as it had been during
his [father’s] lifetime” when he would enter for
yechidus — [the meaning of which is the unifica-
tion of the yechidah of the one who enters for
yechidus, and the yechidah of the Rebbe] - during
the physical lifetime of the Rebbe Maharash!
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Yechidus - a private audience with the Rebbe - is one of the fundamentals
of chassidus and hiskashrus.

During yechidus the chossid unites with the Rebbe and devotes himself to
him. On his part, the Rebbe - in addition to offering guidance and sound
advice - elevates the chossid from his current situation and state, bringing
him to a place he could not attain on his own. This relates to both, internal

issues, as well as to his efforts in the practice of "210 WY1 Y1 MO."

Even during the Rebbe’s physical lifetime, the format of yechidus evolved
over the years (and the same was true for the Rebbes who preceded him).

From the time the Rebbe assumed Chabad leadership in 5711 (1951) until
5742 (1982), one would enter individually into the Rebbe’s holy chamber,
submitting a note regarding the matters for which the yechidus had been

requested.

In 5742, individual audiences with the Rebbe in his private room ceased
(except in rare cases). People seeking the Rebbe’s counsel and brocho did
so in writing. The Rebbe would then respond in writing on the margins of
the letter itself.

At certain times during the year, around “Yomei d’Pagra” (Yomim Tovim and
Chassidic holidays), the Rebbe would have yechidus in the shul with various
groups. These groups comprised of guests from afar, Chassanim and Kallas,
Bar and Bat Mitzvah, and their families, etc.

Starting in 5746 (end of 1985), every Sunday, the Rebbe would distribute
dollars. To all who came, he gave a dollar (or more) to be given to tzeda-
kah as his shaliach. He would offer his blessing and advise individuals who
sought his counsel.

Similarly, at farbrengens the Rebbe responded “/chayim” to each of the partici-
pants; occasionally instructing particular individuals to say /chayim. Often,
in his talks at the farbrengen, the Rebbe would address subjects that included
responses directed towards specific concerns of individual participants. Ona
regular basis, as he was entering or leaving the shul before and after davening,
the Rebbe would scan the crowd and make specific eye contact with certain
individuals therein. Especially during hakofos dancing on Shemini Atzeres

and Simchas Torah, while scanning the entire crowd, it was quite apparent



that the Rebbe was directing
his holy gaze at individuals
with whom he wished to

connect.

Regarding these interac-
tions, the Rebbe himself
indicated that these were
forms of yechidus (see the
story in brackets at the end
of this chapter).

Typically, before a chossid
would enter the Rebbe’s
chamber for yechidus, he
would prepare himself, each
in his own way, stirring his
feelings toward the Rebbe
— fostering his sense as a
chossid. Correspondingly,
in accordance with a chos-
sid’s preparation, the Rebbe
offered his blessings and
bestowed upon the chossid
from his spirit. One could
naturally expect that as the
format of Yechidus evolved
from a private individual-
ized setting to a more pub-
lic setting, the preparations
preceding Yechidus likewise

would become less intense.

These differences, however,
were only as perceived from
the chossid’s perspective.
From the Rebbe’s perspec-
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tive — with his sanctity and elevated spiritual state, his love for every Jew, and
his intense desire to help and bless them — there was no distinction whether
the yechidus took place in his private chamber, or during “dollars,” or at a
Jfarbrengen, or anywhere else for that matter. (On the contrary, as the Rebbe
said numerous times, the blessings actually have greater impact when given
in a shul or beis midrash in the presence of a larger congregation, because
the greater kedushah of the place and the presence of many Jews, increases
the channel and effect of the divine blessings).

Although knowing one is about to enter and face the Rebbe privately urges
the person to intensify his preparations — ultimately, the essence of yechidus
is the Rebbe’s impact on the individual entering yechidus. Compared with
the Rebbe’s impact, the feelings and emotions developed prior to going 195
0°1991"" are secondary.

To illustrate: When someone is, 7“3, in need of healing, we pray and cry
out to Hashem; all our focus is on the actual cure, rather than the intensity
of our personal prayers. Should the cure elude him, G-d forbid, it would
be very disappointing.

The same is true regarding spiritual matters. What the Rebbe gives us,
elevating and helping us with whatever troubles we have is most relevant
here. In this case, clearly, what counts is the end result caused by the Rebbe’s
blessings; their fulfillment in the resolution of a physical or spiritual matter.
The intense preparations are only to elicit the Rebbe’s impact and blessing.
From his vantage point, the form of our request and how his response is

communicated is secondary.

Thus, whether the Rebbe hands you a dollar or responds to your /chayim
at a farbrengen (as the Rebbe wrote in one response, “every farbrengen is a
kind of yechidus for those who desire,”) these are the moments of bonding
the essence of one’s neshamah to the essence of the Rebbe’s neshamah, the
hiskashrus of yechidah and yechidab; in which the Rebbe, whose yechidah is
revealed, infuses your neshamah from the essence of his own (even if you are

neither aware of it nor feel it).

From our perspective, certainly, it is more “geshmak” to enter the Rebbe’s

chamber for yechidus; however, what really matters is the Rebbe’s part in
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Yechidus, and this continues to be effective to all who seek him in accordance

with their circumstances.

Nevertheless, just as it was when the Chossid entering the Rebbe’s room
would receive in accordance with his preparations and state of being; so, too,
a true Chossid prepared himself before “dollars,” mindful that the Rebbe
would see immediately where he is spiritually — and accordingly would give

his answers and bestow his blessings.

The same holds true today. When we go to the Ohel and stand before the
Rebbe — this is yechidus (as the Mittler Rebbe expounds at length in Kuntres
Habishtatchus). And just as it has always been — according to our prepara-

tion, so does the Rebbe answer our requests when we stand before him.

When responding to a complaint for not receiving an answer to a request,
and that perhaps it had been an inappropriate request in the first place,
the Rebbe answered:

P’V PR ,2"1°D1 1272 DYPINYD

\:J/ﬂ‘ ' fr(w ) J’ f{ ‘,r }‘} f b )Uf‘{ 0»pNNY KX’D,2"1°31 MWK 'oh NYap

KT P1Y M2 12K AN .O¥1D3 19720
NYA A }y; '\"7" f l}” ’ w25
- ?J'h}? ?j_}' ‘1? Eﬂz?f: When requesting a blessing and

?r‘f P }?\ f the like, the main thing is not that
[ ’t f ol f | ) ives a letter of acknowl-
L)f Y ’ ,'\ Ald one receives a letter of acknow
SR R 4 edgment and the like, but rather
that the blessing is actually fulfilled.

And this is the testing tool [to determine] whether it was appropriate to ask.
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A similar response:

You have participated in the farbrengen; a farbrengen is yechidus, just in
the presence of many Jews, 9“p1.

Teshurah, Tzeitlin wedding, 29 Teves 5778

Yechidus — at “dollars”
Responding to a request for yechidus, the Rebbe wrote:

“On Sunday ... which is yechidus at present, with the addition of nin°*>w
PN

“The custom now in the vast majority [of cases]: If there is a question or
the like — in writing. Seeing — is sufficient during the entry to prayers or

[at] returning, and it will be mentioned at the Tziyon.”

Letter, 14 Teves 5734
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A response to A "Telegram" sent in thought

The chossid Reb Mendel Futerfas came out of Russia in the year 5724, after
being imprisoned in the Soviet Gulag for many years, because of his activities
of teaching and spreading Torah.

After joining his family who were going through family papers, he was
surprised to find a letter from the Rebbe (the previous Rebbe) from the
spring of 5707, when he was still in prison addressed to him. In the letter
the Rebbe acknowledges receipt of a telegram from him.

Reb Mendel did not recall ever sending a telegram to the Rebbe, neither
was it possible. In 5707 he was in prison, and there was no way he could
send a letter, yet alone a telegram, to the Rebbe. He then recalled the fol-
lowing episodes: one time, when he was at his lowest point, he had the idea
of sending a letter to the Rebbe in his mind. He imagined making all the
preparations, writing the letter, and posting it. The Rebbe’s letter that was

sent to his family’s address in London was then a response to his telegram.”
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With just a glance:

"The novelty of a Rebbe is the inyan of 117v1n 2°wi1 02271 he looks upon one
who has transgressed and stumbled in sin R”L; that person knowing what
he has done, and the Rebbe sees this in him — and with his gaze, he lifts
him up ... generally, however, the gaze of a tzaddik on the transgressor,
R”L, is woi naon."

Likutei Diburim (Yiddish), v.3, p. 1408

R' Avraham Altein recounted: In the summer of 5726, | traveled on behalf
of Merkos llnyonei Chinuch to a small city in Massachusetts (on “Merkos
Shlichus,") where we met a certain Mr. Zeitchik who helped us very much in
our mission. He told us the following story: One Shabbos, he was a guest at
his brother-in-law's house in Borough Park. His brother-in-law customarily
walked to the Rebbe's Shabbos Mevorchim Farbrengen, and he invited Mr.
Zeitchik to accompany him.

As they walked, they discussed the weekly Torah portion, and his brother-
in-law mentioned a well-known commentary of the Ramban on the Parsha.
Mr. Zeitchik raised a difficulty in this Ramban that his brother-in-law could
not explain. As they discussed it, they hoped, “perhaps the Rebbe will
speak about it at the Farbrengen!”

During the Farbrengen, the Rebbe mentioned the Ramban's commentary
they had discussed, and raised Mr. Zeitchik's exact question - and answered
it! Mr. Zeitchik, sitting behind the Rebbe a bit to the side, was amazed; still,
he thought, perhaps this is just a coincidence - after all, this commentary
of the Ramban is well-known, etc.

After the Sicha, the Rebbe turned around and said: “You shouldn't think
that we speak here ‘stam azoi' [coincidentlyl” He was very startled - and
immediately the Rebbe added, ‘Don't be alarmed..."



CHAPTER 13

VNYVA N1 YNVl KA1

Each Rebbe is a “Maor” (luminary). Within
these luminaries, each has his own unique
charge that corresponds to his place in the
Sefirot. As is known, the Baal Shem Tov
represents “Atik,” the Maggid represents
“Arich,” the Alter Rebbe represents “Cho-
chmah,” etc. My saintly Father-in-law, the
luminary of our time, incorporates all the
“Meoros” — those of the Baal Shem Toy,
the Maggid, the Alter Rebbe, the Mittler
Rebbe, the Tzemach Tzedek, the Rebbe
Maharash, and the Rebbe Rashab — since
he effectuated all the objectives which they
acted on in their time.

Accordingly, today we must bond with the
“Maor” of the Mittler Rebbe as he is included
in the “Maor” of our generation, my saintly
Father-in-law, The Rebbe.
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« Before the sun of one (leader) was extinguished, that sun of (a new
leader) was (already) shining....” (Yoma 38, 2.)

So has it been throughout the generations; ever since the Jewish people
became a nation, and prior to that, going back to our forefathers, “17 117

o (each generation with its own leaders).”

The Talmud states regarding both Yaakov and Moshe that they “did not die”
(and in fact this applies to Tzaddikim throughout all the generations: that

their merit, acts and influence; each one’s unique contribution to the Jew-
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ish people — each in accordance with his particular thrust, whether in the

study of the revealed Torah or Kabbalah, or in Divine service — continues
to impact all generations thereafter). Nevertheless, once the “sun has risen,”
i.e. a new leader has risen — all the innovations, influences, etc., of the past
generations are emphatically drawn into the subsequent generation through,
and by, the tzaddik of the next generation.

As G-d instructed Moshe, “only one leader for the generation, and not two.”
For in each generation, it is G-d’s will that the service of G-d accord with the
directives and methods of the respective leader of that generation. Thus, only
through that path can one truly fulfill G-d’s will and receive His blessings.

To illustrate the point: As it is known from the Sichos, the Baal Shem Tov
and the Maggid are “Kesser” (Crown) of Toras HaChassidus, (i.e. infusing
the world, especially their followers and those who bonded with them, with
Emunabh, faith, and all that lows from it). The Alter Rebbe is Chochmah of
Toras HaChassidus (and so this is what he imparted to his followers). The
Mittler Rebbe introduced the element of Binah, understanding (in his Chas-
sidic discourses and writings, and in enabling his chassidim to comprehend in
this manner). The Tzemach Tzedek is Daas. The Rebbe Maharash is noted
for his dictum, “Lechat'chilah Ariber!” — “From the outset, leap beyond.” The
Rebbe Rashab greatly expanded the exposition of Chassidus. The Rebbe
Rayatz is “Yesod,” focusing on, and the avodah with, mesirus nefesh. (And
ours, the seventh generation, is Malchus.) (Based on Sicha, Shabbos Parshas
Balak, 5750).



At the farbrengen on Shavuos 5715, the Rebbe's expression suddenly turned
awe-struck, and in a state of devekus, he said:

At the Shavuos seudah (meal), it was the Alter Rebbe's custom to say,
“Boruch habo!" intending to welcome the Baal Shem Tov, whose yahrtzeit
is on Shavuos.

Once, elder chassidim participating in the meal told stories of the Baal Shem
Tov - as is known, through telling stories of tzaddikim, it is possible to elicit
the presence of their souls. The Alter Rebbe told them that the Baal Shem
Tov was still busy in the highest levels of Gan Eden. After some time, the
Alter Rebbe said (with a melody, as was his custom) “Boruch habo!" - and
all those present understood that the Baal Shem Tov had arrived.

The Rebbe then concluded: Whoever sees and feels, and can say, “Boruch
habo!" - say (the Rebbe announced with a melody), “‘Boruch habo!.."

The Rebbe then continued: When the “extension of Moshe Rebbeinu in every
generation” of our generation - my father-in-law, the Rebbe - is present,
through him are here, as well, the Rebbe Rashab, whose o1pn x%nn he was
(as is known, the concept of a “memaleh mokom" is that he incorporates -
even maghnifies - all the elements of those who preceded him); and when
the Rebbe Rashab is here, then so, too, is the Rebbe Maharash; when the
Rebbe Maharash is here, then so, too, is the Tzemach Tzedek; and when
the Tzemach Tzedek is here, then so, too, is the Mitteler Rebbe; and when
the Mitteler Rebbe is here, so, too, is the Alter Rebbe; and when the Alter
Rebbe is here, so, too, is the Mezritcher Magid here; and when the Magid
is here, then so, too, is the Baal Shem Tov.

In general, we do not distinguish our Rebbeim one from the other; never-
theless, in relation to us, whoever is closest to us is most dear to us. And
since a large portion of those gathered here presently are chassidim of my
father-in-law [the Rebbe, having been with him during his lifetime on earth
and learned his Torah, etc. - it is obvious that he is most relevant to us.

Indeed, there are the Baal Shem Tov (and the Magid, the Alter Rebbe, etc.
[Here again the Rebbe mentioned the names of all the Rebbeim); however,
it is the Rebbe who is most relevant to us, and through him we have the
Rebbe Rashab (and the Rebbe Maharash, etc.) and the Baal Shem Tov, who
received from Achiyah Hashiloni, who was also the teacher of Eliyohu Hanovi
- of whom it is written, “And he will return the hearts of the parents to the
children and the hearts of the children to their parents,” speedily in our days.
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In response to one who wanted to travel to the resting places of the Rebbeim in
Russia, the Rebbe answered:
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How many times were you at the Tziyon of 11717 w1 p*3? Why the sudden travel for
mnnowin at the resting places there?

| will mention it at the Tziyon.
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Of course, all these elements of Chassidus are accessible in our times; they
stream to us through the Rebbe. Hence, in addition to the Rebbe’s own

innovations — in the knowledge of Toras HaChassidus and Darkei Hachas-



sidus, and expanded revelation of G-dliness in this world — he is also the
one through whom all the innovations, directives and actions affected by all
the preceding Rebbes (and, indeed, by the tzaddikim of all times) reach us.

In our current situation following Gimmel Tammuz, Al-mighty G-d has
chosen that our leadership should be by means of “histalkus” and “Aliyah,”
for undoubtedly the Rebbe continues to lead us and impact the world, etc.

It is precisely through our personal hiskashrus to him with emunah and
ahavah — learning his Torah and walking in his pathways, etc. — that we can
connect with the Al-mighty (as the verse, “npaTn 1117 comes to teach that
we cleave to G-d through attachment to talmidei chachomim). Only in this
way can we receive all the inspirations generated by the tzaddikim and past

leaders of Am Yisrael.

A present-day chossid whose spiritual inclinations and personal sensibilities
lead him to understand chassidus and avodas Hashem in accordance with
the path of an earlier Rebbe, may
only truly attain it by understand-
ing how the Rebbe expounded those

.A great Rebbe, »"1, received
answers to his questions at
of the Rebbe’s own Torah, actions, Vechidus with his Rebbe - his
and guidance- Rebbe being lalsol our Rebbe,
but [his Rebbel is our Rebbe
through him [through our Reb-
bel; when we are his Chassidim
lof our Rebbel, through him we

teachings, and within the framework

To illustrate the point with a physi-
cal example: When the flow of a
pipe is blocked, it may be redirected

through a new pipe connected to the are Chassidim of his Rebbe, and
original pipe and through which the thus his Rebbe is our Rebbe.

flow can now reach its destination. Likutei Diburim, Sichas Simchas
Likewise, when the new pipe becomes Torah eve, 5691

obstructed, the process is repeated —
so that the flow of all the older pipes

can only reach the destination by way of the newest one.

This is what the Rebbe meant in his sicha of 9 Kislev 5711, when he said
that a farbrengen associated with a previous Rebbe — in this case the Mittler
Rebbe — is a direct pidyon nefesh to that Rebbe. He added that this in no way
contradicts the hiskashrus to our Rebbe, for this hiskashrus is to the Mittler



Rebbe as embodied in the Rebbe who is the Nosi of our generation; i.e. the
way the Mittler Rebbe is expressed through our Rebbe.

One can say that the Rebbe’s repeated emphasis on his Rebbe as w1 “13m7”
is to reinforce this point, that all the inspiration we continue to receive is
through the leader of our generation. (This is the way the Rebbe perceived
it, and he was always in the presence of his Rebbe.)

Hence, we assert accordingly: The Rebbe is the Nosi of our generation until
the Golus ends with the arrival of Moshiach Tzidkeinu, speedily and in our

times, Amen!

“In addition to the aforementioned inyan that begins from the moment of
the histalkus — there is an additional inyan when twenty years has passed
(as will be discussed) ... Now, since there is a general principle in Torah law
which follows that we ‘ascend in kedushah and do not descend, 1", it is
inconceivable that the inyan, “and he judged Israel”’(Hebrew) continues
only in the first twenty years after the histalkus, and no further.”

“In Shimshon’s case, there is no question or problem as to why it says that
this inyan continued [only] twenty years — because afterward began the
era of the judge who followed him; and since ‘one reign does not interfere
with another, the period of Shimshon’s reign as a judge had to cease.

In our case, however, where we are speaking of a Nossi in Israel whom
none can replace — it is understood that the inyan continues even after
twenty years has passed also, and continues, ascent after ascent — “as-
cending in kedushah.”(Hebrew)

Sicha Yud Shevat, 5730 — Sichos Kodesh, p. 415

O\



C

HAPTER 14

The Seventh Generation

|

There are those who have never been with
the Rebbe. Others have actually seen the
Rebbe, not just once but numerous times,
yet they remained unaffected. This, for all
intents and purposes, means they were
never actually with the Rebbe at all. "1
VIWIIYT V21 1AR[A" They did not grasp it.
They merely imagine they saw the Rebbe,
which enables them now to think that the
opportunity is lost.

This is what the lesson of Pesach Sheni
is about. Whoever did not make the first
Pesach sacrifice — even if this was their own
fault ("D2") — can repair the past by means
of the Pesach Sheni. Likewise those who
have thus far been oblivious and lacking in
feeling, etc., can henceforth recognize and
feel ("YnYT1") thereby amending the past.

The reason for this, as stated, is that “the
Rebbe is not alone, and the chassidim are
not alone,” and through the koach of the
Rebbe which is found within the chassidim;
now, too, they can recognize and feel, even
if until now they had not.

n our generation, the seventh and final generation of the go/us and the first
generation of the geulah — speedily in our time — the Al-mighty desires
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that the conduct of the Jewish people and the impact of our leaders on the
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world (both spiritually, in strengthening us to serve G-d, overcome chal-
lenges, etc., and materially, in bestowing blessings for sustenance and pros-
perity) to be in a manner of their Aistalkus from our midst.

Thus, on the one hand, we are devastated because the Rebbe is not with us physi-
cally, and we are unable to see his saintly, radiant countenance exuding affection
and bestowing great love on every single Jew. On the other hand, however,
precisely because of histalkus, he has an even greater impact on whoever seeks
him (both in seeking him to generate mercy and blessing and, more importantly,
who seek him and want
hiskashrus with him, as

will be further eluci-

dated).

In the past, when the
“sun” of a new genera-
tion shone, the “sun” of
the previous generation
continued to shine and
provide blessings from
above — as our Sages say
(of Moshe Rebbeinu),
"R wnwNI T 1972 N
wnom" Ty xo; like-
wise, the Zohar (cited in
Iggeres HaKodesh, ch.
27) states, RMYX XonOX
XD RNYY R0 RPPIXT

RTN 1YW &knYY k> pnn' (“If not for the prayers of tzadikim in that (higher)
world, our world would not be sustained for even one moment”) — all the
tzaddikim in the world above pray and affect our world through a new ">y,”

the leader of the new generation.

Presently, however, our generation remains entrusted to the Rebbe; this
responsibility has neither changed nor been passed to anyone else. Without
adoubt, the flow of sustenance and blessings are channeled “12 x1in 52w3”
— the Rebbe of this generation — through our hiskashrus to him, in all the



various ways previously described, "n1amnan12% omp rox 21p PR Yo M
nrnwin’”.

As mentioned earlier, the Rebbe has neither abandoned his flock nor his
vineyard, the Kerem Chabad. Indeed, as in the past, all Am Yisroel are his
flock to which he tends (as he so often declared the Nosi is responsible for
all concerns of the generation), as we observed through his leadership and

care for every community, and every individual, in every corner of the globe.

When the Rebbe was physically with us, there were those who doubted
whether the Rebbe really “knew” them. Occasionally the Rebbe specifi-
cally made a point to bring to their awareness that he really does “know”
them. It is no different today: There is no question that the Rebbe knows
and recognizes all his chassidim, all who are bonded with him and, indeed,

every individual in Klal Yisroel.

Moreover, as he himself said (in the sichos quoted below), the Rebbe’s purpose
is expressed through the lives, hiskashrus, and actions of those who conduct

themselves in accord with his will, his Torah, and his holy teachings.

It is our obligation then (not to be ungrateful, 1“n), to reciprocate in kind.
To believe and understand that he is alive among us, to nurture and express
our ahavah and dedication, etc., “0°10% 0’1971 D'N2.”

Even those who were not privileged to see him during his lifetime, or
who were born after his histalkus — when they learn his Torah, with the
sense “Torah” is from the term “hora’ah” [“instruction”], so that they fulfill
his instructions — through this they become o wpn (as the Ba’al Hahi-
lulah explains in his letters and sichos). The inyan of hiskashrus is that
first it is only the binding of two separate entities, but afterward, from the
hiskashrus comes devekus [cleaving]; to the point that from the devekus
comes his’achdus [unification], i.e. that this becomes his entire being!
[continuing there at length].

Sicha Yud Shevat 5722 — Toras Menachem, p. 94
An individual asked the Rebbe in a letter, how can he have hiskashrus to

him, since he does not know him personally (the questioner had never
seen the Rebbe, and it appeared to him that the Rebbe had never seen



him either). The Rebbe answered, that hiskashrus is through learning his
Torah and keeping his n1apn.

Sicha 19 Kislev 5711 — Toras Menachem, p. 126

Especially Those Who Never Saw, and Those Who Were Born Af-
terwards...

...This can be understood by prefacing an explanation of the verse, “And
now your two sons who were born to you in the land of Egypt, until | came
to you in Egypt, they are mine, Efraim and Menasheh, shall be for me as
Reuven and Shimon....”

That is a reason and rationale as to why they belong to Yaakov (“they are
mine”), because they were born to Yosef “in the land of Egypt,” and further
“before | came to you in Egypt” — therefore, “they are mine.”

In simple terms: Through the fact that, although they were born in Egypt
and had grown up in an environment in which Yaakov was not present; and
despite this, they behaved themselves as grandchildren of Yaakov; thus,
they are mine — in this is expressed the true mn°Yw of Yaakov’s mmHw.

The true state of “before | came to you in Egypt” is seen in the manner
of avodah of Efraim, who shows that when we find ourselves in “the land
of my affliction,” where the connection with Yaakov (“my father’s house”)
is not readily apparent (on the surface) — despite this, he performs his
avodah in such a way that he is recognizable as the grandchild of Yaakov.

Likkutei Sichos, Parshas Vayechi, v. 15, p. 435

Endeavoring to see the powers of the children that will be re-
vealed later...

On Wednesday evening, 6 Tishrei 5750 - twenty-five years from the histalkus
of his mother, the Rebbetzin Chana, A'H - afterMaariv the Rebbe delivered a
sicha that lasted approximately half an hour. Afterwards, for four and a half
hours, he distributed to each and everyone in attendance - men, women
and children - an envelope containing: a piece of Lekach [honey cakel; a
kuntres [pamphlet] with the maamar "Usheavtem mayim b'sosson” from the
Tzemach Tzedek; the mich'tav kloli issued for the occasion of Vov Tishrei; and



a dollar bill for tzedakah - as he said to each one, “Hob a zissen yahr" [*Have
a sweet year'] or “'shanah tovah umesukah" [*To a good and sweet year'l.

On the following Shabbos, the Rebbe spoke at length regard-
ing this distribution, and at the end he said:

This was given specifically into the hand of each and every individual - even
to the children, in order that it should be each one's property, including the
children; they, too, can acquire things of their own. And so too, the endeavor
was made to see each and every one, in order to see the powers that every
Jew has, including the children; for they too possess powers that will be
revealed later as they do and fulfill these linyaniml, both within themselves
and in their influence on others; including (and in particular) - in “Hafotzos
hamayonos" [‘spreading the wellsprings” of Chassidusl.

Regarding the personal counting of the Jewish people by
Moshe and Aaron, the Ramban writes:

“.. Coming before the master of the prophets (Moshe) and his holy brother
(Aaron) and acquainting himself to them with his name, will gain him Merit
and life ... for they will 'lay their eyes' on them favorably, they will besiege
mercy for them.”

“Did you receive the letter yet? I already signed it!”

Once on the occasion of a Yechidus Klolis for Chassanim and Kallos as the
Rebbe was distributing dollar bills to be given for Tzedakah, he stopped
one Chosson and, after giving him the dollar and wishing him, “Blessing and
success!" asked him: “Did you receive the letter yet? | already signed it
The Rebbe was of course referring to the letter of blessing he customarily
sent for weddings. Everyone present wondered what the Rebbe meant:
that day, more than twenty Chassanim passed before the Rebbe, each of
whom had received his own letter. Why did the Rebbe mention the letter
to this Chosson in particular?

The chosson himself explained the back story:

Some days earlier, a group of Chassanim were discussing the Rebbe's letter
of blessing for the wedding. Some held that although the text of the letters
was the same, as prepared by the Rebbe's secretariat — nevertheless, when



the Rebbe signed them he put his entire essence into each one, granting
the blessing detailed in the letter to each couple personally. Anyone, if he
is a “Pnimi" [a focused and deeply invested personl performs even seem-
ingly superficial actions truthfully, from deep within; how much more so
the Rebbe, they reasoned without a doubt that he puts his entire essence
into every detail of what he does.

This fellow reasoned that it was hard for him to believe that the Rebbe -
with so much on his shoulders - even checked the name of the Chosson
appearing on each of the letters; he simply signs each letter and immedi-
ately moves on to the next.

It was to this Chosson that the Rebbe said a few days later: “Did you receive
the letter? I already signed it!"

The Gaon and Chossid, R. Yoel Kahan, relates that one time he had the op-
portunity to tell this story at a chassidishe farbrengen. Afterthe farbrengen,
one of the participants approached him and said: “l know that is a true story.
| am that Chosson!" ..
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“But the Rebbe sees you...”

The story is told of an elderly man who regularly visited his wife who was
stricken with Alzheimer's disease, and was extremely careful to keep his
visits exactly to the schedule. On one occasion, when he was very pressed
for time, they asked him: Why must you visit her every single day and be
so punctual? She doesn't recognize you! He answered, “True, but | rec-
ognize her!"

The same is true in our case. Although we do not see the Rebbe with our
physical eyes - both those who had the privilege to see the Rebbe as well
as those born after Gimmel Tammuz -the Rebbe definitely sees us, guides
us, concerns himself on our behalf, and showers us with goodness, kind-
ness and blessings.



CHAPTER 15

The Darkness Before Dawn

Just as in the Exodus from Egypt, the children 171177001 DY DN NRPXIW DWW
born into slavery n%°’nn 117721 DA (they recog- YW 1TO1IW D790, ASnn
nized Him first), so too in the future revelation, ST NYYT 197302 27100 - 0°IXN
it will be the children born into the hardship 0 NN WwIpa 191 DT Y
of the bitter exile — in the greatest darkness moy DTIPY VI, TOINA 9902

— who will be first to recognize Hashem. It is W1 AN 91T TOINA TP MY

DYXR 71371 - 7102 NP D173 pon
M2 ,"11N 110" P Rp1T
N7’ D°PI1 099 "D’ 2INDY

KAL)

well-known that before dawn, the darkness
is especially intense, and there is an over-
whelming desire to sleep. But it will be the
children specifically who will recognize the
Geulah first, 1%’ nn 1Mo — as it is written,
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Together with all that has been said regarding »na x171 and nvnan v, etc.,

the painful truth of our personal and global situation is that we are bereft
of the Rebbe’s physical presence. We do not see his saintly countenance, and
we no longer hear his holy voice delivering words of encouragement that
awaken and inspire. And no one “knows right from left.”

Where is that space in which every Jew — regardless of where he is or what
his situation may be — can feel secure, accepted with warmth and love, and
from which he leaves with a clear sense of direction fortified by blessing?

So, too, in larger matters, there is no one to render a direct and true judgment,
with integrity and strength. The entire world is lost, like sheep without a
shepherd. We feel this, both individually and collectively, whether in mate-
rial concerns of livelihood or spiritual matters.

Therefore, whether out of desire to see our Rebbe’s holy countenance, or



because the Rebbe himself writes that our situation and that of the world
at large is one of “doubled and redoubled darkness;” or that we lack all the
aforementioned, with no one to help or on whom to rely on — it is incumbent
on us to express our yearning, our desire to be with the Rebbe, to be acutely

aware of the painful fact that our current situation is intolerable.

So our current reality is the confluence of two opposite extremes: the Rebbe
continues his efforts and influence, but Hashem wants us to achieve the
ultimate goal of Geulah through our own intense efforts by means of the
tremendous powers granted us through the Rebbe’s prayers and blessings.
For he has not abandoned his flock, and he still stands, persisting in his pleas

for mercy on behalf of all of us and our families.

In preparing for the true and complete Geulah, we are expected to consider the
current situation is unbearable; that we shout with all our might ">nn 7v?!;” and
that we plead for the arrival of Moshiach from the depths of our being, so
that "yax71 95 nx 1120 ’Y1 7 a0 e

Not withstanding the great elevation on the day of the histalkus — since
with regard to physical life there is the inyan of p19°0, etc., there remains an
undesirable “element” (therefore, there has to be an inyan of fasting, etc.)

Likutei Sichos, v. 26, p. 9

The truth is, as explained in Iggeres haKodesh, that after the histalkus
“he is more present,” for even during his physical lifetime in this world,
his life is primarily his “spiritual life, which are faith, awe, and love;” just
like when the Tzaddik was alive on earth, these three midos were within
their vessel and garment in physical space, which is the aspect of the soul
as it is connected to his body” - which is not the case after the histalkus.
However, this is the truth; to our eyes, however, it is an inyan of histalkus....”

Sicha second day of Shavuos 5714 — Toras Menachem, p. 31

The Rebbe explains that “i1"21p7 X1p° PPNOXR” refers to a revelation of an
extremely lofty level of light, the dimension of light that transcends all
worlds. The revelation of this light is referred to as histalkus, because it
is in a state of loftiness. And from this we can understand the idea of the
Rebbe’s “histalkus.”



“..Nevertheless, we want — and need — the Rebbe in plain terms [in our
world], o°rov TIwYn nonY...."

The Rebbe (Rashab’s) v"1 father, the Rebbe Maharash — asked his father,
the Tzemach Tzedek, regarding the year that had been identified with as
a “ketz”: How is it possible that Moshiach has not come? To which he
answered: But the Likutei Torah was printed!

In response the Rebbe Maharash told his father, the Tzemach Tzedek: But
we want — and need — Moshiach practically, °npv mwyn nons!

Sicha Tetzaveh 5710 — Toras Menachem, p. 18
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CHAPTER 16

Moshiach

This is what is expected of each of us in the
seventh generation, 12°an PPy awi 3T: even
if being part of the seventh generation is not
by our choosing, and there are matters that
may not be to our liking, nevertheless all who
are of the seventh generation are beloved, as
we find ourselves XmPwnNT RNApYa — at its very
conclusion — and are tasked with completing the
[process of] drawing down of the Shechinah —
even more, the very essence of the Shechinah,
n1OW Ip°Y — specifically into this lowest realm...

This is the inner Kavanah in the descending chain
of spiritual worlds; and of the [descent caused
by] the first sin and [the process of] its repair;
as well as of the mpYnon of the Tzadikim — all
in order to “reveal the Glory of the Holy One,
Blessed is He.”

And when He takes us out of the Exile “with an
exalted Hand [so that ultimately it will bring about
to],” “and there (will be) light for all of Israel in
their dwellings,” “then Moshe and the Children of
Israel will sing” ... “G-d will reign forever and ever”
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From the start of his leadership the Rebbe emphatically declared our

generation’s task is to complete the work begun at Sinai, which is the
very purpose of creation — namely, to draw the Shechinah into this world,
and to make it a ficting dwelling place for the Holy One, Blessed be He.
Each and every one of us is duty-bound toward this objective.



Opver the course of forty years, the Rebbe invested all his energies to plough,
plant, nurture, and develop the Kerem Chabad, through his unwavering
physical and emotional efforts to broaden and deepen Toras haChassidus;
to open eyes that were blind to nn°130 71 M2Y; to reveal wondrous insights in
a manner that made them accessible to everyone. He toiled relentlessly to
enlist the K’hal Adas HaChassidim and Klal Yisrael to dedicate themselves
toward the objective he declared as the nywi 1x: to leave their personal and
spiritual comfort zones in order to bring Jews — no matter their location or
status — closer to our Heavenly Father, and to disseminate Elokus throughout
the world.

The very idea of such an undertaking was far beyond conventional thinking
— even for the chassidim. Rather than shock their system with an idea for
which they were unprepared, however, the Rebbe enabled them to accom-
modate to this vision gradually, as he fostered their Torah study and ritual
observance, all the while engaging them with enthusiastic vigor in drawing
Jews closer to Yiddishkeit.

Despite his consuming passion and the global scope of his objective, the
Rebbe advanced slowly and methodically. He educated his chassidim and
the Jewish world gradually — mitzvah by mitzvah, campaign by campaign.
He stressed the value of even an isolated mitzvah that one single individual
may do, as well as the connection of each mitzvah to its appointed time. He
dispatched his emissaries — shliach after shliach, to community after com-
munity — to aid Jews and awaken the Jewish spark. To promote connection
to Jewish spiritual values and to fortify consciousness of the vitality of a
Torah life according to G-d’s will.

The Rebbe exercised remarkable restraint and patience: striving for many
years, investing much effort, and directing many resources to the desired
end goal. Yet he kept his personal longing to himself for the benefit of those
he was nurturing; enabling them in the course of time to appreciate their

ultimate purpose here on earth.

During these years,the world experienced tremendous transformation; both
the Jewish world and the world at large. Following the Shoah, the state of

the Jewish world was precarious.

The Rebbe lifted it off the ground: awakening, encouraging, and infusing it



with hope — through his own Torah and prayer, and the shluchim through
whom he transformed the state of Judaism across the globe. So too, society
at large has changed for the better, thanks to the steps he undertook to il-
luminate the world. Even before Gimmel Tammuz there was hardly a place
in the world that fundamentally opposed monotheism. Moreover, countries
that had once objected to G-dliness have become enablers and supporters.
(Still, until the time of "y X1 11 7ayx AxnIOA M7 NX1" is attained, it is
T 1YY 1DIRa".)

Today, humanity in general, and the Rebbe’s students and Chassidim in
particular, now understand that every part of the world is interconnected and
interdependent. The entire world is now heading toward a unified purpose
which makes it incumbent on us all to place our personal concerns aside and
concern ourselves with efforts on behalf of the entire world. As the Rebbe
explained, this awareness stems from the state of the world — as scientific
and technological breakthroughs clearly demonstrate that the entire world
is one, and that the activity of each respective part impacts its totality. This
is all due to the revelation of the light of Chassidus — whose essence is the
unity of G-d and the unity of all Israel.

Although we may still be narrow mindedly preoccupied with our own private
concerns, the Rebbe’s relentless education has impacted our thinking on

some level and we all feel responsibility for humanity at large on some level.
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CHAPTER 17

The World Is Ready For Moshiach

The inyan of the geulah: within each and ORIV RMIRD DXR IR PIY
every Jew there is a spark of Moshiach — UK, AT PN - YN YIX1 W2
the yechidah, [the essence of his Neshomo] 7191910 DX 091N 1T SV
through which one is 1210 DXY2 0DIN (grasps

the essence in its entirety) etc. JDINQ X127 PIXT D127 A7 X0

Y3112 - WXV YIL mYann HYw
922 11TNY TP YW INIRXNY
- 1Y 7O 1D TWDI NIND VY
DV 1Y PWY” 1213 D112 71yoY
12207 TP 0P IR 21N Y

213 9w2 93 1871 710 7122

This spark can and needs to be revealed, first
and foremost with regard to the Jew’s own
being; to permeate all of his ten faculties, etc.;
additionally, to affect the entire world, “to cause
His Name to dwell there,” that it should be
prepared and fit to fulfill the prophetic promise,
“the glory of Hashem shall be revealed, and 349 MD NN - "NWN N7TNW 2°2 NTwn
all flesh shall see, etc.”

In recent years — specifically on Purim 5747 the Rebbe revealed with a new
clarity, the significance of the subject of Moshiach, and the mission that
is demanded of us to make it happen.

The core idea: Whereas in the past, each of us, everywhere, was expected to
devote our energies — both concerning ourselves as well as reaching out to
other Jews — to ensuring that G-dliness be present and Judaism, Torah, and
mitzvos practiced; now, however, all of these efforts should be permeated

with the intent of >-7-w M>oYna oY1 JpnY.

The Rebbe added: Until now, this mission has been the domain of the
leaders of the Jewish people. (And this is understandable, since in the final
analysis we are narrow minded, preoccupied with our own mundane matters.

This is true even regarding prominent individuals. For “a person is close to



himself” and is concerned primarily with his own needs. This applies even
to needs that are of a spiritual nature. [See Tanya ch. 41 — that only one
who is on a very exalted level, like “a son exerting himself on behalf of his
father or mother, etc.”, can truly desire to affect Pnrown n"11p RIY, i.e.,
that his fulfillment of Torah and Mitzvos is not even intended to bind his
soul to G-d, but rather only for the sake of pleasing G-d; only these tzadikim

concern themselves with the task of bringing moshiach]).

However, since the Ais-
kashrus is not as it should be,
the individual, the solitary
limb, cannot excuse itself
by arguing that the “head”
(i.e., the Rebbe) deals with
this matter (and the individ-
ual does his part as a limb, a
part of the total body whose
head is engaged in the “mat-
ters of the head”.) Rather,
now it is incumbent on each
of us for this awareness to per-
meate our being, and that we

engage in this energetically.

If at all other times our
longing for the coming
of Moshiach was one de-
tail among many — and
the blessing of "117 nnx nx
XN 170 JT2p" was merely
one of the blessings in the
Amidah; henceforth, particu-
lar emphasis must be placed
on this matter; to plead and
demand with all our hearts for
mwnn 1P NPnY and to make
sure all our work is imbued

with this aspiration.

The following analogy can possibly ex-
plain the Rebbe's statement that since the
inyan of hiskashrus is not as it should be,
“then the issue is given over to each and
every Jew!" The citizens of a country have
various communal concerns ranging
from waste collection, street-cleaning,
functioning street lamps, etc,, to larger
concerns like national security. Each
of these necessities requires experts
in that field and the tools and vehicles
necessary to accomplish their respec-
tive tasks, such as weaponry for national
defense, and so on.

Under normal circumstances it is im-
possible and inappropriate for each in-
dividual citizen to concern himself with
every detail of these community needs.
Therefore, the citizens elect representa-
tives to lead the city and country, while
the community pays taxes to fund all
the communal needs. In this way, the
individual citizen can focus on his own
personal matters; and through paying
his taxes support the government and
those who stand at the head of the city
and the country. The elected leaders
assume responsibility to provide the
communal needs the individuals are
unable to provide for themselves.



These were the Rebbe’s words
during the sicha of Purim 5747:

The Gemara, (at the time,)
declared; “all the PX°p have
ended, and the (fulfilment
of this) matter is dependent
only on n21wn.”

“..However, learning about
this had been just an occa-
sional thing, until the Rebbe,
the nosi of our generation,
came and announced, storm-
ing: “Immediate teshuvah,
immediate Redemption!” He
ordered this message be
printed and widely distributed
and promoted. And although
he encountered difficulties
(I don’t want to use stronger
terminology, although he en-
dured much more than mere
“difficulties”), nevertheless
the Rebbe persisted in mak-
ing this announcement, and
ordered it to be published so
that it would remain for gen-
erations to come after him.
Even today, this remains in
print; one need only take the
volume from the shelf and
read it again (not merely as a
review of old material. If the
words of tzaddikim endure
forever, how much more so

something so fundamental that the Rebbe personally ordered it to be

published...”)

If, however, the citizens decide not to
pay taxes as they should, every indi-
vidual will be forced to do each one
of these tasks for themselves, such
as waste removal and defending
their homes with their own weapons.

The analogy is obvious. “To bring
to the days of Moshiach” is the
obligation of every individual Jew.
However, as the Jewish people are
a single whole and unified “body;’
the responsibility for this “commu-
nal concern” was primarily on the
‘head" - the x°w1 of the generation,
whose entire being is focused on
the concerns of Klal Yisroeland the
fundamental purpose of 'n> 12 mwy“
o’nnnna. 171’7 However, when our
hiskashrus and connection to the
®°w1 is lacking - then the personal
obligation falls on each individual to
concern himself directly with bring-
ing Moshiach and completing the
purpose of the world's creation. This
then is like a country whose citi-
zens stopped paying taxes - without
thinking of the indispensable neces-
sity to contribute their portion to the
country's conduct through the ap-
pointed leader standing at its head.
In that case, each individual must
now assume direct responsibility
for his own existence and achieve
his ultimate purpose.



The subject of the P¥°p can be found in numerous seforim — starting with R’
Saadia Gaon, as well as Rambam, and the “Megilas Hamegillah,” and subse-
quently a Yp also appeared in the name of the Alter Rebbe, and a “shturem”
[a significant issue] is made of this. There are even sichos that have been
printed in our time (while others remained in manuscript or reproduced in
several copies.) There are Px°p starting with the Yp told by the Rebbe Rashab
in 5666 (and others, as referenced numerous times), up to the Yp published
in the nwrTpm Axpn of 5703, 5704, etc.

Now, although clearly many years passed from px>pi1 95 195 of the time of
the Gemara until the Rebbe’s declaration during the farbrengen when he
announced the Yp for that year — nevertheless, the issue remained only with
those who were present at that farbrengen or those who received a copy of
that sicha. Subsequently, the subject was not really discussed for decades,
until the Rebbe, the leader of our generation, thundered “Immediate teshuvah,

immediate Redemption!”

The emphasis was on dissemination in print — as the Rebbe himself (elsewhere)
revealed the Tzemach TzedeK’s dictum, “what is in print is for generations,”
and with this, hinted at the endurance of the printed word — even after his
earthly life!

From all this, it is understood that all the 1%’ that were stated in all the
generations — starting with the era of the Gemara up to the previously-
mentioned Yp which was declared, and put in print, by the Rebbe, the nosi of
our generation — they were not intended for their own times alone, but rather
that this issue is valid for all the generations to come. If so, the remaining
question only becomes stronger and stronger >nn Ty : WP T MYNOY IRI LIPN?!

The core conundrum is that we are discussing the Yp that was announced

by the leader of our generation, and decades have gone by since then!

And so I have sought a possible explanation; the only explanation I found
is that from here on, the matter is handed over from "5o1 X171 ®win" to "1

93", i.e., to each and every Jew.

In other words: As long as “the leader was everything” and all the people of
the generation were devoted to him, etc., one could legitimately get away
with saying that this was the concern of the leader of the generation himself.
However, since in fact Moshiach has not yet arrived, and m17a n anx5,



when we are in a state of "Pnna x17 MWoR", and DaPNMI Y AT OY T2
mrwenR™ "nnpa" 5" It is now critically important to involve ourselves in

this — for the matter has been entrusted to every single Jew.

Practically speaking, this should be promoted with great strength and en-
ergy, so that it is brought to the attention of each and every Jew — that one
single act, one single utterance, one singular thought, can bring salvation

and redeem the world, as the Rambam rules in Halachah.

It must be added and emphasized, that we are now poised in the time of the
“heels of Moshiach,” and most specifically, in the very ‘heels of the heels’
of Moshiach. Even if, until now, one could have been xx1 with the nmay
of 117 ®°w1 — since decades have already passed since then, clearly the one
thing that has yet to be done is to make every single Jew aware that this 1591
of the Rambam is now everyone’s personal responsibility!

Accordingly, it is understood why there is no option — and we must speak
out again and again, and shout non-stop about the Px’p, about the era of
Moshiach in all its details, so that the 9’y should be known: namely, that
this is not just something discussed in books, etc. — rather it is an explicit
halachah pertinent to every man, woman, and child, and all of them together
(to use the Megillah’s expression "Tnx p1"2"), as one large congregation (1o%
o1 oap" mt).

The coming of our Righteous Moshiach is understandably connected to a
change in the state of the world. And as discussed earlier, since it is obvious
that there was already a change in the world — and yet he has still not come
— it reinforces that which was already stated, that it has now become the
personal responsibility of each individual to perform any action to hasten
the Redemption.

Due to the importance of this matter, we must promote its awareness.
Hence it is proper and worthwhile that every Jewish gathering should be an

opportunity to urge and arouse, saying:

Attention Jews! If each one of us were to add a single deed, and especially if
done by three Jews together, that could be the finishing touch before the true and
complete Redemption.

As stated previously, after investigation and tireless effort, this is the only



explanation and sufficient clarification of the overriding question: “How is

»

For the completion of the aforementioned, one more thing should be added

in order to fortify what has been said - with the following introduction:

IR L1191 191 HRINAY IR NITINAY 2T PR AT 1°IY2 NPT OV VIVD 0N AN
DINM NNPY PR 72 DYWHY 11721,271°1 °VID DR HYW WD *7TNA 77 N 1D0Y
D107°0% Y132 P IR ROXR LRT 1120 D°2°1YY 71311970 PR KT ,0°T1° D™D YW
VIDA PHYY NYTH NNRI TAR YD 027X ANYN VR - HYI1DH Y2 Y"an novnan
XY K1 AP RY"M,AHOM DPRMIRA AYIRAN DRI 1IPTX 1PYNR DR X°20Y S0m
19°DR IR TAR 71227, TAR TYYN"A 921N ROR 'R DD 12YNR K91 12 R0 DIYA

L1919R2 DOYY 9217 L NNR 72wnn

N1INT2 OYIVI 2¥N DR N TV WAITRY YD PIY IRAY K123 17 ANTRN INRM
,D°TI7° DIPRY ,9>7279 190K ,NNRY TAR Y2 770 VY 9 MKRA 7N TY 121 7'M
npY1o

2¥NA ANY Yax ,0YD 9217 920V °5) 09 AN 0°12T Y1V DPVNANNN 1IN
2019 1M 20 7 - (NP 7277 Y an

VYW IR ,D%IY P2 03 DYNN DRI 1N - NIRRT 1Pavn SN - NPvIDd
DI1Y D77 17T sNMSNN 0°1°2 PANY IYYY DR P KY 071YNY 198D DN
D°W’25n 1970K1 ,NMYNIN DA*3°2 XD - YNOH ,0PHR D5V D°3°1vin 93 19°M

.2°1ann 1272 IR PRI LD "DMY oY A AT DR

mMYYo1,0°700 MY NN APTX °1°1Y DIY? 1INDIPNA - 2107 TN - RO TTRY 1" IM
XOW 11D 77°N2 - 271701 ,ANIYIY VR 1YY YR NAAR ORI’ NAARY TON HY
PTYY 7°N1Y 1170, D27Y 1N NPNYD AWK IR PN WIRY AT 21DY 1YY
,("12 IR DR 1HDRY) INR OTI NAVY AYITA WHI-NITPON IR T2 YD 1T MYRwa
1N2°2021,0°VI97 1N 71 DR AR 712 1312009 AX170 YOV 1272 PIRAY PRI

D127 DNYD RHR ,NNR QYD P71 RY ,N°0I5N

MI1TA 9921,1729Y MNTH DPND0 11772 »° AW NP 72172 AT - 1INR
AT A2°TNR2 VDAY ,AAN APTY - T AN ATIAY AN HRIY® 121 AN
JIN072 MO 7127 ATRY WA RY 1TV YR

ROV 19X 17N VI WITANI D2I1IAR 97 NINTA XPIT - 7AMNA 173VY Y2 10
TNV IDIRY 72 1D TV ,D°NTINA MNT *IDD2 DNIND 11911 X9 DNITIR 1V
;12111 ,112 °1195% AN D°0NNR1 VTR TIT FITY DMK TR 19IRA X7 1330712
TNY PPN TRYNY 1R H992 11TY IRTI HRIY? 22210 3713 'Y Yapnn 12TV 1ONY



S INY2 AD° VY YO0 NR'Y RHKR 10N AwnY 10°1” 12D 11 070,10 oY "IN
..DNTIPA N7 AMTIR 17Y°Y ROV 21 777 2"V DP1T°NY 10T Y230 1OVl

797719 11,2700 TXY 17 KA MV IR

R2) "112 17 DIINN NPIYNT PIYa 211 AYIRIN NDIPN NMTIX 1INIY D°IN°07 12
1YY ROY IDIRA K17 7 PV XN 79K 13°10°2 YR L,(N1PVID *VIDI DY VD
X91,9nN 19X 0°1°2 ,N13°TN N2 ,5Y1D2 DK1Y °DI,TIY2A RYY N1PITORT HHD
210N YYATO ATV 2% DNY PRY RHR LT 21DYY DYWL IR 117 21D5%Y D11 PO
9217 70 1DIR D22 YAR L2711 PINTA NI IR PINTA 1IDXA DR NMNNYNRY

,D7TX *12 172 NnAYna

,"D°N°7 DPNR"Y 217p K10 12317 ,7010 NOON 7102 1INKRIY D°In°on 95 Y.,
51192 0°IN°01 Y2 0P PN KD ONIYNY 11°0 ,AN1 217) TV RHY 70 07D TY 21
5K 0°1’2 Md

95% Y3132 2PV MPYWH TV 0YIVA D21 19107 12W NTN) DR DPINRTY YA
.02 197¥” 13250 177207 :HR°IT 7102 WNBN (1915 DNYN

7 (AT DIPPYN 020N AR M) "D DOINR"Y TRN 217P WY HaR
;1D P ATPPY 1272 921 RO 1R L,RPIT 0°20,"0°27 199871 1225071 17720
0”101 1N RPIT IRDY) Wnn 09IV 371 935 TV "D°27"Y Ya1I2 AXNN 0 AT ROX

.(2"121 0101 DY 197K IR D°Y1 IR DOVIRT

M2’ 0°OVNM” - 0o

7272 13277 °2259 117070, 1P N5, NP2 DY0A 1P 11NN "Dy ownn'
192" DM NPINRAY) YPYIDA NIRPXAA X7 1Y MIXAY 7D Yax ,"9own” Y'Y
D213V 99 - MR ,"9VWNT NIPAY TN PR (021277 DI "D 112507

W31 YA 0K 02127 07,200 11 2109 10,909 DPNRA DY nann

RPIT MINRA 02192 ,1510 DA DY Y1, T-11°R Y® NPnNa0 9o 1YY 190K
."20mY 1M 210 17,0910 2¥Na 01V MTIR WIYIaY

PRI 7277 PYNALTMYN RIPY DY NRPYA T AMPY INRY NIV Nd

,0NNIRA ORIY V9172 'Y TWIDNIY PXPR 31D TV 1Y A7 INRYY VDI
131320 NRAT L7717 ANY W92 - PNINARNA 'R D"ANT0 2AN0W NP RPN
D"DRYY MYV 1Y 19°DR - YAV YY1 Y30 12 DAY 11320) 1700 1502
APYOH MR’ DY DYYA MRY 71V . . IRYDN ANT 1HAP 1HXR VY - (771N 21Iva



M’ NYYN WY PIND 2WNY W1 RN DY JRY ,TI0 12 W7 57K YYD N YR
.01V 9D0NY P11 NPYIDA IRAY PYVHNRY DI .19 DY ANIR TV PWRI2

5915 98797 *9172 2P 1WIBNIY D°X°P "3 TV 7TV ,3707 2NOW "YP'1 19 M1
39 YPY TV ,A7IN NIWY YA PITO 1IMRNIA T VIR 'Y WIDNIY NP
/A9IRAD ANYRY A2WNY INHRD” 1NN ,1INT RV VINTR 71N P 'Y wIEN

2"Wn NIva

1IR2 XY PV ,0°19 N1PPYY 112Y ,TRM

INKRT D2IPT0 HRIY? P TAY 117917 - HRIW NI KIRDT INIYOT INIRYA TNX PR, DXV
702 - AAVTIR KON ,IVOT AYXY N2 IR NN TV D2IYI0 DRI 07200
"PYORI 93 192" 120w MYA Y DORINY 170N .11 7091 DD T2

1100 " AMN0 NIPYIV XN ,AMNA PHN,DNTINA YAPI T PIVY ROX ,TIY RN
...91n YY1 AHYM NPNMIRD AYIRAN 7291 - 17 AYRYY Y1701 7IYn DWW PRI

From that pivotal farbrengen the Rebbe intensified awareness and attention
toward the coming of Moshiach. He pointed to the events of that time as
signs indicating the imminent arrival of Moshiach. The Rebbe even said
about himself that he was “obsessed” with Moshiach.

O



CHAPTER 18

28 Nissan 5751

Upon returning from the Ohel on 5751 j0°1 "), the Rebbe delivered a
sicha following Maariv. Toward the end of the sicha he raised his holy
voice and stated (free translation):

“... Based on all the aforementioned, regarding the special emphasis on the
idea of X1 (particularly) at this time - a perplexity arises: How is it con-
ceivable that after all that was done until now, Moshiach's coming has not

yet materialized?! ... This is completely beyond comprehension!”

“Furthermore, since there are ten (and more) Jews congregated here, at an
auspicious time as it relates to the n91x3; yet they do not cry out to affect
the immediate coming of Moshiach, and they are unfazed by the fact that

Moshiach may not come tonight, nor tomorrow, nor the day after, G-d

forbid!!”

“And even when they shout °*nn 7y it is only out of obedience, etc.; if they
truly meant it and would beseech and scream with true feeling, Moshiach

would surely have come already!!"

“What more can I possibly do in order that all Jews should cry out and
shout with true intent, and in turn affect the materialization of the coming
of Moshiach - after all I have done until now that has been ineffective? [In
the sicha the Rebbe used the expression, “all that I have done until now has
been for naught."] And the proof is in the fact that we still find ourselves in
m?3, and more importantly that we still find ourselves in our internal m“a

regarding our avodas Hashem.”

“The only thing that I can do is to hand the task over to you: Do everything
within your power - actions in a manner of 171107 mx but within np>n7 0°Y>

- to affect the coming of Moshiach immediately!”



“And may it be G-d’s will that there should finally be ten Jews who will insist
that they must affect G-d’s will - and they will surely affect G-d’s response -
as the posuk says "for they are a stiff-necked people (in a positive sense, and
therefore) pardon our iniquity and our sins, and take us as Your own - to

accomplish the true and final 79183 now wnn!”
p

“And in order to accelerate and hasten the process even more, I will begin
with giving each one of you mxn mmYw to give to np7x, ‘and great is the
mitzvah of tzedakah for it hastens the redemption.’

Now, I have done my part; from here onward do all that you can [to bring

Moshiach].”

“And may it be G-d’s will, that one, two, or three from among you, will for-
mulate a plan as to how and what to do - and most importantly - to actualize
this plan and bring the complete and final 751x3 to fruition, speedily, even
immediately, good-heartedly and with joy."

At the time, the Rebbe’s
words baffled all chas-
sidim. What did the
Rebbe mean? What
were they to do to bring
Moshiach?

Many asked the Rebbe

in writing for clarifi-

THE CALL FOR PARTNERSHIP

In his opening statement, the Rebbe said, “l have
done allthat | could .. [now] | give it over to you
to do all that you can - indeed, oros d'tohu (a
kabbalistic term connoting immense energy),
but [it should bel in keilim dtikkun (contained in
an orderly fashion) to bring Moshiach...."

cation and the Rebbe
addressed this at the
next Shabbos farbren-
gen and in subsequent
farbrengens. These si-
chos focused on the
need to intensify our
Torah study and fulfill-
ment of mitzvos; and
especially, that each and
every one of us should
work to ingrain the rec-

In keeping with the Rebbe's modus operandii of
allowing and encouraging individual style and
personal expression in the service of G-d, the
calltojoin in the effort to bring Moshiach, inevi-
tably there would be diverse ways with which
people would go about doing this and how
they would exhibit their desire for His coming.

To caution against inappropriate and out of line
behavior, the Rebbe immediately added that,
even though it is oros d'tohu, an enormous and
unprecedented task, nevertheless it must be in
keilim dtikun, i.e., in an orderly fashion. He cau-



ognition and awareness of the
concept of Moshiach in our
minds and hearts — through
learning about Moshiach and
n1x1 and publicizing that we
have already entered the era of
Moshiach.

In many of the farbrengens —
some of which are quoted here
— the Rebbe emphasized that
in calling on us to “open our
eyes [to see that Moshiach is
here]” and similar declarations,
his intent was that we increase
in learning Torah and observ-
ing mitzvos — including the

mitzvah of ahavas Yisrael, etc.

Opver the next eleven months
— until the bitter day, 7% 1>
1"1wn — the Rebbe spoke about
the coming of Moshiach with
special emphasis and in very
tangible terms that had never
been heard before, articulat-
ing the theme that Moshiach
is here and the geulab is pal-
pable. In those farbrengens,
he employed such expressions
as, “He [Moshiach] is walking

tioned his audience that even though
this campaign, by its very nature, is
beyond their ordinary orientation, re-
quiring enthusiasm and vigor, it must,
however, be grounded and channeled
in a traditional, balanced manner. The
Rebbe specifically stressed that the
same methods of the study of Torah
and observance of mitzvos must be
applied, but with an increased desire
to affect the coming of Moshiach.

In the following eleven months, in every
public talk when the Rebbe referred
to the imminent Geulah, without ex-
ception, he stressed that the true sig-
nificance of this realization is through
translating it into increased diligence
in the study of Torah and observance
of mitzvos. However, he did so in the
spirit of *| give it over to you" - everyone
is invited to join in the campaign. Such
all-inclusiveness will inevitably result
in some errors derived from varying
modes of personal expression. Eventu-
ally, however, regardless of individual
perceptions, everyone will come to
realize that the desire for Moshiach
must be matched by action of Torah
and mitzvos, in the way the Rebbe
taught then, and throughout the years.

into the room;” "The only thing left to be done is open our eyes;” "Moshiach
is ready to reveal himself;” "The avodah of elevating the sparks has already
been accomplished, the only thing left [to do] is greet Moshiach.”

Clearly, the Rebbe saw with his holy eyes that which we were unable to see.
From his higher perspective, he saw that to the degree that it is possible, the
material world has already been spiritually elevated. It has been brought to



a state in which nrimn and pure G-dly light can be revealed and is ready to

express its G-dly existence immediately with the arrival of Moshiach.

In other words: The "end of days" has already begun and, to quote [Moshiach
himself in] Yalkut Shimoni, "The time of your redemption has arrived."

To the Rebbe, this reality was so apparent that he often wondered aloud
why it was that Moshiach had not yet arrived. He concluded that the only
explanation possible was that greater effort on our part is required to affect
the refinement necessary to experience this reality, on two fronts: applying
renewed energy in Torah and mitzvos, and working to permeate all our avo-
dah with the kavanah of affecting dira btachtonim, which will be fulfilled
with the coming of Moshiach.

..These events are a preparation and foretaste of what is to come in the
future redemption, but are not the beginning — nor even the beginning of
the beginning — of the redemption. For even the beginning of the begin-
ning of 191X will happen through Moshiach himself.
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...Through what is this expressed? Through addition of Torah and mitz-
vos, both the revealed and esoteric aspects of Torah, and meticulous
fulfillment of the mitzvos. In addition to one’s own increase in the above,
also affecting others to add; especially one who was lacking in his own
service prior to this, he should then compensate by doing everything
he can >winY 0°%02', to influence others. Generally, it is the Avodah of
"spreading the wellsprings outwards,” through which, as it is stated, "the
master (Moshiach) will appear." And all this is to be done with the hope
and yearning for the coming of Moshiach.

231 /DD NN - R7WIN "' 970 NTT'wn

...First and foremost, the call of the moment — on the birthday and hilulah
of the Mittler Rebbe, to increase in learning his Torah, Xp17 in @ manner
“3n17 m21m7” of Binah, which is relevant to all Jews, men, and women.
And “great is learning that it brings to action” — to bring this to action in
practical avodah: to learn from the Mittler Rebbe, whose avodah in Toras
Hachassidus came to complete expression in his physical presence in the
world (of time and space); that every individual endeavor to express his
spirituality and “chassidishkeit” in material matters — that the warmth and
vitality that flows from his “Yiddishkeit” and “chassidishkeit” be felt in his
physical time and space to the point that there is no separation between
them; rather, they are one thing wnn.

Sicha Shabbos Parshas Vayeitzei 5752 — Toras Menachem, p. 355

...Since we are standing after all the inyanim, and the Geulah has not come
— the most correct thing to do is to engage in “publicizing the miracle,”
to make known to ourselves and to others, in every place — the miracles
that Hashem does for us, with the awareness that connected with this is
the true and complete Geulah!

Sicha Shabbos Parshas Vayeishev 5752 — Toras Menachem, p. 408

..Included in (preparation for the days of Moshiach —) is strengthening and
adding in learning Rambam’s Mishneh Torah — which includes participating
(or adding strength, if already participating) in learning Rambam publicly:
three chapters a day, or one chapter a day, or Sefer Hamitzvos, and in
particular — in Mishneh Torah itself — the Laws of Melech Hamoshiach in
the final two chapters of the Laws of Kings at the end of Mishneh Torah.
And in addition to one’s own learning in this subject, one should spread



it to other Jews around him — men, women, and children — in fulfilment
of the injunction to “raise up many students,” and 1wY” 131 187 1I0N.

Sicha Parshas Shemos 5752 — Toras Menachem, p. 107
..We should increase, in greater measure with greater strength, in Ahavas
Yisroel and Achdus Yisroel

(nullifying the cause of the Golus), through emphasizing the unique value
of every Jew as a wnn Yynn 1pI1YX pon ... (and, obviously — negating the
opposite) ... and so too, we should increase in the mitzvah of Tzedakah
— “great is Tzedakah, that it brings near the Redemption.”

Sicha, Shabbos Parshas Viayakhel 5752 — Toras Menachem, p. 374
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There is absolutely no obligation at all to identify who is Moshiach, but there is a
Mitzvas Asei Min HaTorah to love every single Jew, and negating controversy entirely.
And certainly, to not intentionally transgress the opposite - "T1.

And further, the main point is — that it is a pity to spend the time talking
[rather] — we must prepare ourselves to greet Moshiach Tzidkeinu, through
learning yet another inyan in Penimiyus Hatorah, learning with persistence
and diligence; and the main thing — with complete dedication, immersing
oneself in the learning to the point of a 171113 MK XY XYD1 TIN° where the
learner (i.e., each of us) and the intellect unite with the subject 12571 17 ‘1127
to the point that they become one united being — this is the main thing.

And in particular, through the shlichus given to each one to give tzeda-
kah, which further expedites the true and complete Geulah, immediately
mamash — mamash, mamash.

Sicha 10 Elul 5751 — Toras Menachem, p. 218



CHAPTER 19

27 Adar 5752

And so it will be also in the AT nYn AYIR)
... that is, through 31%>7 7172 1M1y, that
comes specifically from the straits. And
the YR *X>W1 took this inyan upon
themselves, directly experiencing the
inyan hameitzar of [both] physical and
spiritual suffering; and through this
strait should come “answer me from
the merchav [wide place],” the revela-
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there is no m9a...

Eleven months following the Rebbe’s sicha on 28 Nissan 5751, on 27

Adar I 5752 and followed by its consequence, the bitter day of Gimmel
Tammuz 5754, our reality fundamentally changed. From that moment
on our sight dimmed, and our hearts became blocked. We stumble in this
redoubled darkness, without a mentor and teacher whom we can see and
hear to lead and direct us; a situation never experienced since we became a

people. And so it is upon us whom the responsibility was placed to complete
the task the Rebbe started.

What does this mean, and what should we do?

When we examine the Rebbe’s words (in the previously-referenced farbren-
gen of Purim 5747 and, especially, the sicha of 28 Nissan 5751), the Rebbe
states explicitly that in order to affect the coming of Moshiach, it is necessary
that the listeners harness their efforts and get to work. Le., that it is necessary

for the simple soldiers on the ground (as per the maamar basi legani 5721,



the xax71°51), the o'nnnn to truly and wholeheartedly yearn for the com-
ing of Moshiach. To toil, with all effort necessary to hasten his coming — for
this is the essential kavanah, that a 11°n1 7onY NN Prw INNN, even just
one, should demand and want this nnx x vn.

Reflecting on the Rebbe’s talk at
the first farbrengen upon his ac-
ceptance of the mantle of lead-
ership on Yud Shevat, 5711, in
which he announced that the
mission of our generation is to
complete the task of drawing the
Shechina all the way down to this
world, one will find the very same
theme. Here is what the Rebbe
said:

“Now, hear this, Yidden!

Typically our Rebbeim de-
manded that chassidim them-
selves take action rather than \ /
merely rely on the Rebbe ... do
not be misled by false hopes.

You may reason that you can place the burden of avodah on me, and you
will be free to do as you please.

By being free to ‘do as you please’ | am not suggesting that you intend
that which is forbidden 1"n, rather you might think you can enjoy a life of
pleasure and comfort, because you have elected someone who will exert
himself to do, on your behalf, all that must be done; while each of you
goes to sit 1NIRN NnnN1 1393 Nnn ©X and do as you please.

Do not be misled by such false hopes. No one will remove from you the
n1riHYw that the Rebbe has placed on you, no one will relieve you of avodah.

| can work together with you; and if | can support you in some way — no
one will withhold support from you, in fact | will help you.



But the n1m°>w that the Rebbe placed on every one of us — each of us
must fulfill them himself mamash, with the 0>7°) i"ow1 0>12°K 1"N1 of his
body as well as the 0> 1"ow1 0°12°X NN of his MMw1..."

This demand seems to have not materialized. As the Rebbe said in the 28
Nissan sicha: "All that I have done [i.e., all that the Rebbe had called for
throughout the years — o>nnnnn nmay with dedication and sacrifice, with
wnn wo1 non as the effort of 731785 72p NT12Y — as the Rebbe himself toiled

constantly, with his his body and soul] has been in vain.”

As the Rebbe continues in that same sicha, “and the proof is that we are still

in golus, and furthermore, 9p>»1 in a golus penimi in avodas Hashem.”

A possible answer to a poignant question

A poignant question that may surface: When the Rebbe was here with us
physically, he instructed us 1w7p n113, giving advice and relief that went
to the heart of the concern. For example, his advice in keeping a given
mitzvah that would be the conduit for G-dly blessing; this itself is Divine
revelation (see chapter chidusho shel dor hashvili). Notwithstanding all that
was explained in this booklet until now, today we are missing the Rebbe's
physical presence in this aspect.

Perhaps it may be said, that indeed we surely miss the Rebbe's direct coun-
sel, and all that he did. However - besides the fact that after the channel
opened, its impact continues now as well, now the Rebbe responds in a
different manner.

Perhaps our current situation can be compared to a parallel case, namely
the wpni n°a 12710, Chazal stated that the world is sustained by way of
the avodas hakorbanos, and principally by the o>1°nn, the morning and
afternoon daily sacrifices. What can possibly be said to a Jew who lives
in the times of the 1211, who knows that the world cannot be sustained
without the miaap, and he is told that the wipni n°a has been destroyed
and the m12Ipn N2y has ceased?

Indeed, Chazal address this question with the teaching, “n>’on was estab-
lished in place of the o>nn." The normal, proper order is that there should
be the actual miapin nTay, when the wipnia n°a has been destroyed, the
impact of the mi127p is accomplished through m%>on.



Meaning to say: There are exceptional situations in which Divine elements
that normally work through physical means - are accomplished through
spiritual means. Perhaps this can serve as some type of explanation for
our current situation, when the impact of the 217171 X°*w1 in the physical world
are accomplished in a state of mpYnon.

In a sicha of 27 Elul 5740 the Rebbe quoted the Midrash when Moshe Reb-
beinu foresaw the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash, when n11ap - which
bring nn°%o to the Jewish people — would not be possible, he asked G-d,
what will be then? To which G-d responded the Jewish people should
gather together as one group and say the min’>o 770, and then G-d will
forgive them.

Furthermore, the Rebbe pointed out that G-d showed an example of how
to say mn»bo: He wrapped himself in tallis and Tefillin and recited minYo 170,
i.e., the o'nman M a™. This, in order to assure the Jewish people of G-d's
blessings even in times of golus.
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GO HOME

Days before Gimmel Tammuz the Rebbe responded

It was June 6, 1994, the 27 Sivan 5754 on the Monday before Gimmel Tam-
muz. | was in the “Jews for Judaism" office and received a call for assistance.



A father was on the phone. He had been referred to me by a mutual friend
who was familiar with my work with cults. The father explained that his
young teenage daughter had been missing for several weeks. The police
discovered her diary that mentioned angels. Since they had no other leads
as to her whereabouts, they thought the mention of angels might indicate
cult involvement. He wanted to know if | had any ideas.

I told him, “I don't have any idea; however, there is a Rabbi in New York who
cares for every Jew. Although he is hospitalized, if you will give me your
daughter's Hebrew name and you and your wife's hebrew names | will try
to have it read next to his bed and request for a blessing. At approximately
11a.m. Los Angeles time | called New York and was told it would be read
by the Rebbe's bed shortly.

Tuesday evening the father called me and apologized for not calling me
earlier, but their home was in turmoil. The evening after we spoke, his
daughter returned home. The only thing she was able to say was that a
voice had suddenly come into her head and kept repeating, “You need to
go home." You need to go home." Nothing she could do would get it to
stop. When she finally returned home the voice stopped.

By Rabbi Bentzion Kravitz



CHAPTER 20
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In our current situation, more than a quarter century after Gimmel Tam-

muz and Moshiach has not yet arrived. It is worthwhile to contemplate
the Rebbe’s own teachings with regard to the various kizzin throughout
Jewish history, and more recently, Chassidic history, especially in the time
of the Frierdikker Rebbe. To draw lessons from them, and through them
to perhaps interpret our current situation and not despair, C’V. On the
contrary, we should draw strength from these previous kitzin to continue
in our mission — until Hashem shows His mercy and redeems us from this
bitter Golus, with the immediate arrival of Moshiach.

These are the Rebbe’s words on this topic in the sicha of Parshas Devarim 5740:

“With the aforementioned, the statement of the Gemara “all ends have

ended,” can be understood."

At first glance, how can the Gemara use the terminology “the end of all ends
have ended” in the plural, when the entire concept of a Yp is that we leave
Golus? After all, there is only one “end of Golus.”

(It follows that the authority who determined one particular Yp — necessar-
ily negates the Yp determined by another; for according to his opinion the
end of the Exile will be in this particular time, and not in a different time
as maintained by another.] If so, how is it possible to say “pxpn 93195 in
the plural...?

In the physical world we can only speak of oze Yp — the time in which the
exile will actually end. How is it possible, then, for the Gemara to say, “193
Pxpn 957 in the plural? This question is not only about the opinions iz
the Gemara regarding the end of the Exile, but also of the 1x*p stated by all
90> 5173 after the times of the Gemara — up to the well-known Yp from



the Alter Rebbe in his w117 on the verse, "1 mxni yaw 9ox1 nx1'™" (and
the story connected with it); as with the Yp by the Rebbe in the year 5703,

which he declared, “Immediate Teshuvah, immediate Geulah....!”

Each of those Gedolei Yisroel who declared one of these 1x*p spoke according
to his level and comprehension of the ascension and Y171 131 that would be
achieved in the future; based on this they calculated how much time would
be required to continue the work in the era of Golus to achieve this ascen-
sion and 71713 w121 [that would come] in the future Redemption ... However,
since Hashem is 710 PR, when yet another mp1ox nownn is added — then it
is realized that there is yet a higher level of Elokus, Ad Ein Sof...

Along these lines, we may understand, regarding the Yp of the Rebbe from
5703, when he declared, 79115 nox5 na1wn5 InYx> (Immediate Teshuvah,
immediate Geulah) (as mentioned previously) — there were those “seeking a

pretext” who asked, “What happened? Where is the ‘immediate Geulah?!”

The explanation for this is as previously discussed: According to the Rebbe’s
level and conception, the conclusion was that the 5111 9121 that would come
in the future Redemption was of a level that would be attained through the
Avodah in Golus until the year 5703; and this, he taught his students; and

had we merited — this would have been revealed to the entire world, as well.

Afterwards, however, the fact that we see that the Jewish people still find
themselves in Golus, proves that there is yet a level and ascension of higher
order for the Jewish people, to be achieved through additional Avodah in

the era of Golus.

According to this, we must ask the opposite question: If there is the pos-
sibility for the revelation of a later kezz, why does the Gemara state “53 193
pypn” in the plural?

The explanation to this as explained regarding the statement in the Mishnah
- that we will “continue to mention 0¥ nR°X¥> in the days of Moshiach,
since there is a value to “one hundred as an entity on its own, and not just
as it is included in the “two hundred;” we will, therefore, mention nx>x>
0¥n “in the days of Moshiach....” as well.

The same can be said regarding px°pn 53 152.

Even though the final “kezz’ includes in it all the preceding kizzin just as “within
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two hundred, is included one hundred” — nevertheless, there is specific value
in each respective Yp as it stands on its own, and not just as it is included in
the kitzin that followed it. And afterward, an additional value is revealed.

Even though we do not see [the given Yp] with our physical eyes, (at the
very least, there are those who do not see) the “Mikdash of the future” that
is shown to everyone on Shabbos Chazon- as “every person knows his place
[in Avodas Hashem]” - of this it is stated (as recounted in the well-known
story): “Just because the horses are horses— are the angels not angels?!” Just
because his n°nnan wo1, and his physical eyes, impacted by the n°nian wo3,
don’t see the “future beis Hamikdash,” shown to him — does his 17 not see i?

And since he believes that his n71°m° does, in fact, see it, this affects a con-
viction within his conscious as well - as if he actually sees it with his own
physical eyes ... and it must also affect him in his worldly matters - his eat-

ing, drinking and the rest of his activities, to be permeated with the vision
of the “future Beis Hamikdash.”
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CHAPTER 21

P2V T YV 1WTN

In the first maamar X">wn 135 *nx3, the Rebbe outlined the mission of our

generation: “Itis incumbent upon each and every one of us in the seventh
generation, as we are X"wnT ’N1p°va [on the heels of Moshiach], at the end
of the ‘heel,” to do the avodah of completing nr>win nownin — and not just
110w but n1ow Py [the essence of the Divine Presence].”

In the maamer the Rebbe compares our generation, the seventh generation
from the Alter Rebbe, to the generation of Moshe Rebbeinu, who was the
seventh generation from Avraham Avinu. Just as Moshe drew the Shechi-
nah down into the world at 7m0 1n, so too our inyan is to draw down the
Shechinah, to bring the revelation of G-dliness to the entire world, with the
arrival of 13pTxX Mwn.

The medrash describes how seven Tzaddikim brought the Shechina closer
to earth over the course of seven generations. Avrohom Avinu caused the
shechina to descend from the seventh heaven to the sixth heaven. This does
not mean that in his generation the shechina became more accessible only
in the sixth heaven. The shechina came closer to earth; closer to human-
ity. Just like the seven generations of sin caused the reality of Hashem to
become more removed from human consciousness, every generation of
Tzadikim brought the reality of Hashem closer to human consciousness.
Avrohom Avinu brought the shechina closer to our world, but he did not

complete the job.

To illustrate: Noach who lived before Avraham Avinu, built the ark over
the course of 120 years and warned his generation that Hashem would pun-
ish the oy if they did not reform their ways. They were wicked because

the presence of Hashem was not real to them, as a result of the preceding



generations’ sins. In this respect, Noach’s son Cham, is also considered a
tzaddik (see Rashi, Vayeira 19:32), because Hashem’s presence affected him,

at least to the extent that he entered the teivah.

But when Avraham arrived, he “began to illuminate the world:” as we find,
Avraham “made Hashem’s presence known.” In the words of 5"1n, “Avraham
converted the men and Sarah converted the women” to serve Hashem. This,
however, did not endure. The Shechinah had only been drawn down to
the “sixth heaven” — meaning, it was a step closer and more real, in order to
have influence on human conduct, at least on the disciples of Avraham and
Sarah (see also Rashi, Chayei Sarah 24:7 121 nwi *px); but it had not been
internalized to the point that it should have enduring impact. (Chassidus
explains that Avraham himself did not draw the Shechinah within the objects
with which he performed his avodah, because he had not been commanded
from Above. Another illustration of the “limitation” of the shechina being

drawn down only to the sixth heaven.)

The same is true about five tzaddikim who followed Avraham. Each one’s
avodah affected greater feeling and influence of the Shechinah in the world —
until Moshe “who is the seventh,” drew it down. So that at Matan Torah the
Shechinah descended until it became possible for us to truly cleave internally
to it, as well as to draw its kedushoh into material objects mamash. From
then on, this is our avodah in learning Torah and observing the mitzvos, that
each of us should be a n> 15 1own’, and through us the entire world should
become a 77am 1 nvT.

Similarly, after the avodah of the Jewish people from the time of Matan
Torah, through the entire era of Golus - the final stage in preparation for
the geulah — when wnn 7onY arown no>wnn will be accomplished. This
will fulfill the prophecy, “And the earth shall be filled with the knowledge
of G-d” — is the revelation of mmoni n11n, which is all about revealing the
G-dliness in Torah, in the Jewish people, and in every aspect of Creation.
This process started with the Alter Rebbe, who explained inyanim that are
beyond human comprehension in terms that human intellect could appreci-
ate, so that we may be able to clearly understand them. From then on, each
Rebbe in his generation expounded the 0»p19x 01 in terms that brought

them increasingly closer to us.



Nevertheless, until our generation, Chassidus primarily drew its explana-
tions, analogies and examples from matters of spirituality and the soul. Our
Rebbe, however, expounded the deepest concepts of Toras hachassidus in
accessible terms and ideas — so that virtually anyone who learns his sichos
and maamarim can, with some guidance, find his own words and ideas and
with which he can explain the profound inyanim of Chassidus to another.

(See later numerous other unique aspects of our Rebbe.)

Further, the Rebbe’s Torah also emphasizes the chiddush inherent in accom-
plishing a >11nnn2a 717°7 for the n1>w, a “dwelling for the Divine in the lowest
realms.” On the one hand, the hamshacha must be in the Tachtonim, the
lowest realm, as the Tachton remains in its own state and conditions (which
define it as a “tachton”). At the same time, the hamshacha is not only nownn
nr>wi, revelation of G-dliness, but all the way to the ikkar Shechinah, its
most essential dimension, wnn Ny,

Although the inyan of Chassidus in general is to discover the elokus in each
and every inyan, whether in Torah and mitzvos, neshamos Yisrael, or the
world at large; our Rebbe went to great lengths to point out the atzmiyus
elokus in all of these, toiling endlessly to actually reveal this. (See box end
of this chapter.)

Indeed, in his monumental work, the Rebbe changed the world; beginning
with his Chassidim, inspiring relatively simple people of modest standing
to dedicate their lives to spreading Yiddishkeit and mp19x throughout the
world. This movement penetrated other communities and became a com-
mon theme in Jewish life; eventually influencing the entire world, allowing
the world to become open to receive n’p1vx nyowi.

And our Rebbe, leader of the dor hashvi’i, was personally an extraordinary
force for affecting n1>wn nownn. But as he said many times — and particu-
larly in the most recent period, starting from 28 Nissan 5751: To receive
this nyown requires our avodah, monn Ny, in order that we should be
vessels to internalize all that was drawn down through his avodah. For the
next eleven months, until the bitter day of 27 Adar I, 5752, he revealed the
hidden depths of his heart, in the hope that we would do our part.

Perhaps we can conclude that Hashem had mercy on His people Israel
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before we entered this dark period, and revealed to us through o>x>2371 12

that redemption is close at hand, and it is up to us to bring it to fruition.

It may also be said that together with this revelation and demand through
the Rebbe’s words about the coming of Moshiach in this time, Hashem gave
us two great gifts:

First, the Rebbe partnered with us, revealing the substance and nn»1o of
Moshiach’s imminent arrival, which is indeed the whole purpose of Torah
and Mitzvos, as they are the essence and united with Hashem’s intent in
creating the world and giving the Torah — which itself will be revealed in the
“end of days” with the coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

Second, by exhorting us over the course of an entire year to strengthen and
internalize the awareness and Emunah in the coming of Moshiach and its
anticipation — the Rebbe nurtured this Emunah, till it became an essential

point that cannot be separated from Jewish consciousness and agenda.

And as the Rebbe says, each of the 0’p mentioned in the past caused a new
1771 and served as an additional step toward the geulah and the coming of
Moshiach (such as the Yp of the year 5608, which was then expressed in the
publication of Likutei Torah that year) — so too the Rebbe’s words in the
most recent period brought a new 13, energizing the inyan of Moshiach,
bringing it to life in the consciousness of the Jewish people, raising the world
to a higher level, and bringing it that much closer to 1mwn nxea.

In the Rebbe’s own words (Likkutei Sichos, v.20, Vayechi, sicha 1):



“..And moreover: Since Yaakov is one of the Avos, ‘[who] are the 12>
... and were a 12270 [vehicle] to the Divine will only, all their lives, it must
be the case that when “Yaakov sought to reveal [the Yp the end-time],
etc. (until the moment that ‘the Shechinah departed from him’), it was in
accord with the Divine will, to which Yaakov was a 112071 at that moment.

And while in fact, Hashem did not actually allow Yaakov to reveal the Yp,
it is because the situation demanded a path of conduct (and the benefit
that would accrue through it) in which the Yp should not be revealed ...
From this we can also understand Yaakov’s intent in desiring to reveal the
Yp to his children: when they would hear the good news that the P i Yp
[“End of days”] was very close at hand, they would strive with extra care
to guard against the possibility that “perhaps sin will cause” the yp to be
obstructed, 1"m.

... lIt can be said that Yaakov’s intent

was that if his sons knew, at the time
The teaching and lesson from

Moshe Rebbeinu to all the gen-
erations: Even with the prayers
and requests until now - it is

the Yp was revealed, that it would
be dependent on 131 (as mentioned
previously [in the sicha]), they would

necessary, over and over, to increase in their (Avodas Hashem) 107,

pray and implore HaShem, TV
nn?! [Untilwhen?!l .. The only
thing we await is that one Jew
cries out again, with another
request and demand, declaring

again: >nn TY?!
Sicha, Shabbos Parshas Devarim
5751 - Toras Menachem, p. 98

and this increase would hasten the
Redemption — so that it would come
before the established Yp, in line with
the Sages’ teaching, 1w nx - 127 [(If)
they merit — | will hasten it.]

And as we find in the Exodus from
Mitzrayim itself: One of the reasons
the Exile in Mitzrayim lasted only 210
years — rather than four hundred years
as established at the 0>n2n 2 n°12

[covenant between Hashem and Avraham] — is that the harsh difficulty
of the slavery, completed [made up] the [prophesied] number (of four
hundred years [in slavery]).

And it is thus understood that just as increasing the slavery (in its harsh
difficulty) hastened the Redemption — in a similar way (indeed, how much
more so) would it have been accomplished through an increase in 101,
[i.e.,] in goodness.



...The complete fulfillment of one’s Avodah, through which he achieves
the status of 107, is accomplished when his Avodah is “your [own] task
which you have done.”

...Had Yaakov revealed the Yp to his children, their increase in Avodas
H’Ashem (through revelation of the Yy — to ensure that they would be
in an even greater state of 121) would not have been [as in the Talmudic
saying] ‘his own bushel, [the product of] their own action: ‘mixed’ into [it
would have been] assistance from above (the revelation of the Yp); and,
therefore, ‘the Shechinah departed from him,’ in order that the Avodah
of the B’nei Yisroel should be done in context of “n113°owi 717°0” so that it
would be entirely with their own power.

Yaakov’s intent was that the B’nei Yisroel should exit the Golus as quickly
as possible — although the Avodah would be lacking in mn°%w but in
exchange, it would hasten B’nei Yisroel’s exit from Golus (and especially,
from YIRA N1V [‘the depravity of the land, i.e. Mitzrayim]) and their entry
into the true and complete Geulah. It may be said that this is why Yaakov’s
desire to reveal the Yp is precisely phrased, 2py> wp 2 — also implying
nwpa [pleading]: Yaakov pleaded with Hashem to reveal the Yp, to give
the B’nei Yisroel aid and support in their Avodah, to ensure that the Geulah
would come more swiftly.

However, Hashem’s will was that the Geulah should be ultimately complete
— that the Avodah of the B’nei Yisroel should be mn°Ywi n°Yona— and,
therefore, ‘the Shechinah departed from him,” which allows for a greater
degree of wholeness in Avodah, as explained above.

Even though Hashem caused Yaakov not to reveal the Yp to his children
— nevertheless, from Yaakov’s request, 2pYy°> Wp3, etc., being that he was
a ‘Merkavah to the Divine will’ (as discussed previously), it is understood
that the fact that apy> wp 1 to reveal the ‘End of days, was (even then) in
accord with Divine will. And moreover: Since the prayer of a tzaddik is
surely notignored, it definitely had an effect here below. And in this vein, it
may be said of Yaakov: his having “pleaded to reveal the Yp” impacted the
B’nei Yisroel 7°pn 7172, enabling them to achieve the revelation of the Yp...

It may be said that this is why many of the Gedolei Yisroel (such as Rav
Saadya Gaon, the Rambam, etc.) calculated 7¥p.

And from here we find a lesson for all generations — that there must be
the inyan of “opa ... to reveal ... the P’ Yp: a Jew must desire and plead



for the revelation of the Yp, for this itself (the nTwp2a, request and desire
for, and contemplation on it) gives aid, support, and motivational boost
in Avodas Hashem.

In the spiritual realm (up to the highest levels) the inyanim are already
complete, including the shlichus of (spiritual) Geulah; the spiritual eyes
of Israel already see the Geulah. Now, it is necessary only to open the
physical eyes, that they too see the Geulah as it is revealed to flesh eyes,
in this time.”

Sicha, Shabbos Parshas Bo 5752 — Toras Menachem, p. 149

Penimiyus Hatorah

Not only did the Rebbe “spread the wellsprings of chassidus outward,’
making them accessible to plain human intellect - he vastly expanded their
depth, broadened and interpreted the depths of the hidden dimensions
of Torah and Toras Hachassidus, even highly esoteric, abstract concepts.

Included in this are his innovative revelations in the inyan of dirah btachtonim
- emphasizing that the “diroh" is to wnn mnxy, and on the other hand, the
dwelling is in “tachtonim” themselves, as they are in their native state and
circumstances.

The Rebbe disseminated these depths of Torah to the nx1m mamash, even
to the Jew whose current status is “chutzoh," to vitalize his neshomo and
illuminate it with the light of Torah and mitzvos.

Limud Hatorah

As is also apparent to anyone who learns his Torah, the Rebbe toiled to
reveal the hidden depths in all facets of Torah, both in %21 and 1no1. Notably
emphasized in the Rebbe's Torah is the unity of all aspects of Torah, clearly
exhibiting that all parts of Torah are one - it is all n°p1>x NN expressed
in various dimensions.

This is what the Rebbe says in the above quoted sicha of Purim 5747:

XY 198D 7710 V17N WINNI D°11IAR 227 NINTA ’P1T - 7707 PIYyH pyaia 10
TINDN IDIRY T3 71D TV ,D°ATIPA MM °ID02 DNIND 11371 XD DNITIR 1PV
,J2121,"12 1195 ANIX 00N AVIA 17T 2T D2ININT NN IDINA X1 1372
TNY PPN TRYNY AN’ 9932 10TY ORT YRV 2121 31D 'Y HIpNn 12TV 170NV
/INYA 1D VY 931 NR'Y RHXR ,"1°0N VN 1N°1” 721 71 0,10 OX1,"VTnS
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(The Rebbe continues there to elaborate on the Rogatchover Gaon and his
derech in learning: ‘And this is the simple explanation for the inyan of the
Rogatchover, which was 3% 5521 11 Rx71.))

In addition, the Rebbe mwy? Yo7, to connect every concept in Torah -
from the most abstract concepts in Kabbalah and Chassidus, pilpul and
drush, to the fine points in Rashi‘'s commentary on the plain meaning of
the Chumash - with their lessons in Yv102 nwyn, in practical application.

And further, the Rebbe revealed all this in plain terms and lucid explana-
tions that even simple, plain intellect could grasp, bringing the highest
profundities of Torah “down to earth.

Mitzvos

The Rebbe opened new vistas and broadened the inyan of nnxnn orp,
raising our awareness of the critical significance of even a single mitzvah,
since they are rooted in nnxp; and it is through their fulfillment that we
make a Dwin o°11nNnn2a 7177 - therefore, every mitzvah has infinite value.

Further, the Rebbe inculcated within us the awareness that fulfilling the
mitzvos has a tangible effect - both on the world generally, and on the
personal domain of the individual performing the mitzvah. As was his com-
mon custom, the Rebbe emphasized the direct connection between our
life concerns - health, children, livelihood, etc. — and the actual observance
of Torah and mitzvos. In this way, he clearly illustrated how everything in
the world is directed by Hashem; and, thus, the path to affect change in
the world is through Torah and mitzvos.

The Rebbe' s approach of illustrating how all material brochos flow directly
through mitzvah observance - is itself an unprecedented revelation of
G-dliness in the world.

Indeed, this is the entire inyan of the geulah - that the perception then will
be mwINNN2 MKR°XNI N1V°WHA MPIPR. Simply put: when the geulah comes,
the entire world will instinctively and commonly perceive that the creation
and its conduct is n*v1p AMIWN2 - according to Hashem's will. Even when
someone does something yavi 7172 (according to the laws of nature) to-
ward accomplishing any goal, this effort is »113% Yo, no more than a vessel
through which to receive Hashem's brocho. This is the exact opposite of
the world's current perspective, which considers our own natural efforts
the 7", and we also ask Hashem for help.



Quantitatively, the sheer number of mitzvos for which the Rebbe was
responsible through his monumental avodah in promoting far and wide
the o>w1TPN D°YXan (Mitzvah campaigns), and the innumerable mitzvos
that have been performed in response to his call - is beyond calculation.
His influence in this sphere extends beyond the Jewish people, with his
promotion of the Sheva Mitzvos Bnei Noach as well.

Neshomos Yisroel

The Rebbe emphasized the quality of the Jewish people: the true being
of every Jew is the nm> within - the essence of his neshomo, which is a
child of our Father in heaven. And there was none like the Rebbe in his love
for every individual Jew throughout the world, for whom he had mesirus
nefesh, to bring them all closer to D’nwaw 13°ax and to reveal the pure
depth of their neshamos.

Indeed, through his mw1TPn 7112V, the Rebbe has elevated the spiritual
state of the entire Jewish nation to an immeasurably higher plane, as well
as each individual Jew in every far-flung corner of the world, whatever his
or her spiritual level may be.

In addition to the many thousands upon thousands of Jews who returned
to their roots to live lives of Torah and mitzvos, the Rebbe brought a radi-
cal transformation in the prevailing Jewish mindset and world-view - in
our essential notion of the very essence (miin) of a Jew, as well as that it is
no longer novel that an individual or a family should adapt to a Torah and
mitzvos way of life.

Avodas Hashem

When it comes to service of G-d, avodas Hashem, we can see the singu-
larity of the Rebbe's approach: even for a generation to which the saying
71-"nn2 X717 1MWIR applies, the Rebbe outlined a path, instilling the idea
that avodas HaShem should be entirely permeated with the intent to fulfill
Hashem's will, without consideration for self. Such an emphasis not found
in earlier generations.

Forexample: In previous generations, nmw? nminn 7’2 meant “in order to
bind one's Neshomoh to Hashem." The Rebbe emphasized that the true
nnw? is for the sake of fulfilling Hashem's will only; for even the intent to
“‘bind oneself with Hashem" has a self-serving intent, noble as it may be.



Furthermore: one's primary intent should not be that he - the person doing
the avodah - fulfills Hashem's will; rather that G-d's will be fulfilled.

And so the Rebbe says in a sicha (Likutei Sichos v.16, p.141; see this sicha
with regard to many of the aforementioned points) which explains our
avodah in this generation:
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And the Rebbe concludes: “And this is what is required of each and every
one of us in the seventh generation..

Shlichus

The institution of shlichus - which the Rebbe expanded, broadened, and
deepened so that, through his shluchim, Yiddishkeit and chassidus reaches
every corner of the world - is both a necessity to achieving the goal of a
D°11nnn1a 71777, and itself an "nx»1 *n21o Iy that in and of itself expresses
the inyan of dirah btachtonim, and is a critical aspect of the “chidusho shel
dor hashevi'i"

In his talks, (Chayei Sarah and Vayishlach, 5747) expounding on the essence
of the concept of shlichus the Rebbe explains that on the one hand, the
shliach is a separate person from the n2wn; on the other, in his shlichus the
Shliach literally represents the mishalei'ach mamash. Meaning that shlichus
unifies the Shliach (the nnnn) and the nYwn (the 1%).

Through the institution of shlichus, the Rebbe imbued ordinary people with
his profound spirit, transforming them from limited, self-absorbed individuals
to dedicate their entire lives on behalf of Yiddishkeit to fulfill the ultimate
intent of a dirah btachtonim for Hashem. This is all-encompassing, for even
at those moments when the shliach is busy with personal concerns, he is
in his mm*>wn o1pn because he is a shliach.



The World

The Rebbe gives us a new perspective on the essential nature of the mate-
rial world, revealing within it owin MR, showing that Hashem's oneness
is in fact expressed in worldly matters themselves. He pointed to the fact
that whereas the prevailing wisdom was to view every detail of creation
as distinct and unrelated to each other, as we get closer and closer to the
era of Moshiach, when Hashem's kingship will be revealed and “He shall be
One and his Name shall be One," science increasingly accepts this principle
of unity and oneness, through the growing realization that the different
aspects of the world are essentially one.

In summary: The Rebbe revealed the essence, the n1nxy, in every aspect-
Torah, Avodah, Mitzvos, Neshamos Yisroel, the world, etc. - revealing that
this essence is not something obscure and not relevant to us; rather, every
Jew as he is, when he learns Torah, fulfills mitzvos, even when he engages
in worldly matters - can point to and actively express the n1nxy of mpIox.
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CHAPTER 22

mYNa NINY XAnS

...And all this is because the n3 nrni to 710°15712 M2 NPNIAW *05 K17 77 Y.
enter the land [of Israel] is dependent on 191... IWNT NXY 10°272 19N YIRY
the "nxY 71071 of Moshe ... and so too in 510721 "YW AT NYA A9IRIA D) X
the P nYn n2IX, (it is] through the 1072 551 "WNT XKNTOWDONRT ,Awn R
to Moshe — the ispashtusa of Moshe in n™n P’ R AT INTNLRIT KT
every generation, which in our generation 5ANIINTAY YA RITY NI
is my father-in-law, the Rebbe, who is the ..NOWDA YIRS 71071971
shepherd of our generation — that we will

enter the land [of Israel] in the plain sense.... 173 0D 071N - R0 T2 T2W 17 RN

As mentioned earlier, all Neshomos are particular limbs of the 595 mnwa

— of the Yx1w~ >332 wx1 — through whom they receive their sustenance,
both spiritually and physically. This is true regarding the essential structure
of Am Yisrael; and so, too, in practical real life: a Jew must be infused with
strength and courage to complete his avodah in this world, to overcome his
own physical nature and n°nian wo3, in order that he not be affected by the
world around him — and, furthermore, that he should ultimately transcend,
control, and positively impact it. And the stronger his hiskashrus to the
YX1w” *12 WK, the more strength he will have to transcend and affect the
world around him.

Clearly, this applies to the mission that was given to us as well — to affect
the coming of Moshiach. A Jew must have a strong nwpni and 51072 to

our X°W1 in order to succeed.

Indeed, the need for Hiskashrus in this avodah is even greater than in our
“ordinary” personal avodah; aside for the fact that drawing down the Shechinah
and making a dwelling place for Hashem in this world is an avodah far beyond



that of an individual’s personal avodah. As “regular” people, we cannot relate

to such an avodah: everyone realizes that as “common folk” busy with our

own mundane concerns, we
do not genuinely feel the call-
ing to truly want the Geu-
lah — that the nrown M9
and the Geulah should truly
bother us.

Therefore, even approach-
ing this mission — which has
been placed upon us and de-
pends on us — is impossible
without true Hiskashrus
and Bitul to the Rebbe,
whose pristine and exalted
Neshomoh stands and begs
for Moshiach's arrival. Only
through Hiskashrus to him is
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it possible, as he implored us
- to truly experience a yearn-
ing for the coming of Moshiach.

As the Rebbe states in the Maamar Bosi Legani 5730:

“..in order for the essence of the Shechinah to be drawn down into this
physical world, it is through Moshe, who was the 12°an Py awin Ho1,°p° 2w
who drew down the Shechinah into this world, in the 1own (which is called
awTpn), and in the Mikdash (which is called Mishkan), that Hashem should
dwell in our midst, and ultimately within every single Jew.

The same applies to every single person: in order for every Jew to affect
through his Avodah a dwelling place for Hashem, it is only through the
strength of Moshe found in each one of us — for just as “the extension of
Moshe is found in every generation.” So it is in every Jew; as it is written,
“six hundred thousand are the feet of the nation that | am within.” In every
Jew there is the spark of Moshe within; from which comes not only his
revealed NiM> — that are from Moshe, the shepherd who gives each one



his needs; but also the level of °21R, the essence of the six hundred thou-
sand ‘general Neshomos’ each of which generates six hundred thousand
sparks, comes from Moshe. And it is through this that every Jew has the
ability to bring about >3122% - >13% *nK3, that “Hashem should dwell among
them.”

Whoever learns the Rebbe’s Torah and follows his lead can see clearly that
the last Maamar from Ais Rebbe, “Basi Legani,” was the nxnx by which he

defined the avodah of Dor Hashvi’i. A central idea elucidated in this maamar
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is that the avodah of Dor
Hashvi’i is to draw down
and settle the essence of
the Shechinah here, in the
“lowest Tachton, of which
there is none lower” — for
in the lowest realms are the
loftiest heights, and it needs
only to be revealed; and this
can only be accomplished
through x°o5nx — hard
work, soldiers’ work; and
all this must be done with

the utmost swiftness.

So, too, we can say that
the last Maamar that the
Rebbe edited (and per-
sonally handed to us), the
Maamar m1¥n 70Ky, is his

“tzavaah” to us, a directive

for our avodah until the time that 19y *101w 13371 73°p1, when the Rebbe will
lead us to geulah with the coming of Moshiach.

One of the main concepts elaborated in that maamar is that Moshe Rab-
beinu and his extension (the leaders of every generation), are the ones who
connect the Neshamos of all the Jewish people with Hashem; they shepherd,
sustain and reveal in us the essential, the nmwin DXY, impacting us under



any conditions in which one might find himself, even in i mxx — the
land of plenty.”

They affect our Avodah in general and in the constant desire - to the point of
wnn n°nd — that we should feel completely crushed by the fact that Moshiach
has not yet arrived, and that Elokus is not yet revealed in the world; and this
feeling and the urgency of the mission should impact our day-to-day life.
This ability, to ignite such fire and yearning in our own Avodah, is accorded

only to Moshe and the leaders of subsequent generations.

This gives us insight into how necessary our Hiskashrus to the Rebbe is, in
order to merit receiving his nyown; and how through doing what is expected
of us will “bring to the days of Moshiach” — and the coming of Moshiach,
102 AN,

O






nnwi "»YH
5"1 299 XTI " 121 ¥"¥2 PO 1IN0 NN
91 2™ [0’ 2PY’ ' N"ANN N"ANA
’PORI
17191 NN YT 1"INIR PO 1YY
0°1¥ YIIRI D°VIAIRN 7915
'2 019 7R VD)
"DWTPN 11 IR 13 PNINYN DR 1MW 1709

T'0WN'N PR 2

.1.2.X.3.0
*
1°I°Y INNDYN N1 >1° YV 0HTI
N210 0°IY1 0N’ TNIRY






