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Hakafot for Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah
according to the Chabad Custom

The Hebrew liturgy is copyrighted © by Merkos L'Inyonei Chinuch
and is reprinted here with special permission
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At the conclusion of the Hakafot, all the Torah scrolls are returned to the Ark, which is then closed.

Evening Hakafot: The Maariv service Morning Hakafot: The Shacharit service continues with
continues with Alenu. reopening the Ark for the reading of the Torah.



Hakafot—Rejoicing with the Torah

The Ark is now opened, and it remains open until the conclusion of Hakafot. All the Torah scrolls are
taken out, adorned with their crowns, and participants are given the honor of carrying them for the
Hakafot, circling around the Bima.

Evening Hakafot: For each of the seven Hakafot, Morning Hakafot: The prayers of all seven
short prayers are recited while circling the Bima Hakafot are recited in succession while circling
once, followed by singing and dancing. The the Bima three and a half times (half a circle for

Gabbai announces the end of each Hakafa. each Hakafa), followed by singing and dancing.

While circling the Bima, the leader recites each large line aloud, followed
by the congregation. The smaller text is said quietly to oneself:
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Ata Horeta—Prelude to Hakafot

Before the Ark is opened for the actual Hakafot, a collection of seventeen verses known as Ata Horeta
is recited. Individuals may be given the honor to recite a verse aloud, followed by the congregation,
until all seventeen verses have been recited. The entire Ata Horeta recitation is repeated three times:
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After each recitation of Ata Horeta, the following is said quietly to oneself:
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After the entire Ata Horeta recitation has been completed three times, the leader recites
the following aloud, followed by the congregation. This is repeated three times as well.
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