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In the summer of 5727 (1967) the Rebbe gave his consent and
blessing to Mr & Mrs BenZion Rader to compile and edit a book to
be entitled CHALLENGE - An Encounter with Lubavitch-Chabad
which would contain a brief history of the Chabad branch of
Chassidus, and indication of its growth and achievements world-
wide, and an elementary introduction to its unique philosophy:
The Rebbe asked that the book be amply illustrated because "people today find little time for
reading but like to look at pictures” and that the book should be written "in popular style."
During the two and a half years of its compilation each section of the text was sent to the Rebbe

who personally edited its suitability and content. During that same period the Rebbe by lerter and
messages urged that the bool should be completed.

RABB] MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
Lubaviteh

NMRTTRYG 7700 umn

L EnITEATLY
mn Ba“*13n§h§”- :
i TmpgE TWEDR IO
HYosnth 3250 23 e

By the Grace of G-d
6th of Marcheshvan, 5728
Brooklyn, W. Y.

lrs. Hinda Rader

24, Holcombe Rd.
Ilford, Essex

England

Blessing and Greeting:

I have looked over the drawings, which have
generally met with my approval for publication
in the Challenge.

Mow that this item has alse been confirmed,
I trust that the Challenge will appear without
further delay.

W1ith regard to two drawings, as indicated, I
could not qugte see the connection between them
and their rocpective srticles,

All the drawings have now been returned to
the office for sending them back to you.

Hoping to hear good news from you,

With blessingm'%m
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Yoi: HYacinth 3-3250 Cablos LUBAVITCH NEWYOBE

nimYary
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SECRETARIAT of RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHMEERSON
the Lubaviicher Rabbi

770 EASTEEN PAREWAY. EEOOELYN 13 I Y.

By the Grace of G-d
8th of Cheshvan, 5730
Brooklyn, M. Y.

Mr. Benzion Rader

24, Holcombe Rd.

Ilford, Essex

England =

Gree.ting and Blessing:

Rabbi Hodakov has asked me to acknowledge your letter
of October 7th, as well as to convey to you some suggested
corrections in connection with the final proofs of Challenge.

Thank you very much for your transatlantic call yester-
day, when I conveyed to you the said corrections. This let-
ter therefore is mzinly for the record.

The follewing suggestions and corrections were made:”

1) Begin Roman numerals from Rebbe's cCl, letter
(i.e. viild :

2) Begin 1list of contents {p. xi) with this item: The
challenge of our time: Letter by Lubavitcher Rebbe scufe .

3) On p. 28, add to caption about the facsimile of
Mittler Rebbe: English text of letter appears on p. 26.

4) The Hebrew word » b 5¥ appesrs everywhere with two
yuds, instead of twe inverted commas.

5) P. 61: "White House Conference on (instead of "in)
Youth. :

6) P. 159: Chief Rabbi's name is Rabbi Nissim (nn‘t.ﬂNissar;.)-
7) In the Glossary:

L I
"Chutzpeh" - omit the word Yiddish in parenthesis, since
it is a Hebrew word.

"Kisei Hakeoved" [(instead of"Hakovedﬁ.‘

"Porah adumoch. The red heifer used in purifying the
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Mr, Benzion Rader

ritually impure!! Omit the rest of the explanation.
# P
"Bambam® - "Code Mishneh Torah" (instead of Mishnah).

"Shmiras mitzves" - "Keeping of the commandments" (in-
stead of"keepersd).

WTsharas Hamishpocho® (instead of Tsharos),

"Tosephos" = "...by a number of teachers from the twelfth
to fourteenth century," (instead of,” from the twelfth century
onj.

"Vehoye" - "And it will come to pass...." (instead of,
and if you will?),

8) P, 250 - blot out name of hotel from picture,

9) P, 253 - Fifth line from bottom - "Talmud" (instead
of Talmund).

10} P. 268 - Last line out of place.

11) P, 273 - Picture chould have a caption. Suggested
caption: "At a Farbrengen with the Rebbe ,Guf4 in Brooklyn,
NY.#

12) P. 275 - Instead of "A particular Chasidic slant to,"
better: "A particular Chasidic insight into."

13) P, 329 - In final note, add alsc the following im-
portant source: Rav's Shulchan Oruch, Orach Chaim, Chapter BS,
par. 3.

l4) It is suggested that if there is a free page at the
end, it would be advisable to use it for "Suggested reading
on Chabad Chasidus in English," etc. Accordingly, an up-to-
date list of cur publications under this heading was mailed
to you vesterday by airmail special delivery.

Mo doubt the final proofs will be carefully checked at

your end for any pessible misprints, since we have not had
time to check the entire set of the proofs carefully here.

We are now looking forward to receiving the printed
copies in a happy and auspiciocus hour,

With kindest personsl regards,

Sincerely yours,

4

e, fbaadt

If one refers 1o the relevant pages in Challenge, it would be noted that all the Rebbe’s sug-
gestions in the above letier were effected.
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The book was ready for printing early in
5730 (1970) and BenZion Rader took a
properly bound ozalid copy of the book for
the Rebbe's final approval when he antended
the memorable events arranged to mark 20
years of the Rebbe's nessius on Yud Shevat.
These events included the completion of
the Moshiach Sefer Torah, which had been

commenced by the Previous
Lubavitcher Rebbe.
On Sunday evening the Rebbe gave

yechidus (private audience) to some
of the many thousands who had
come to 770 to participate in the
joyous events of the past three
days. Just before BenZion Rader
was due to go into the Rebbe's room, Rabbi
Krinsky showed him some of the pho-
tographs that had been taken at the
Hachnosos Sefer Torah two days earlier.
One showed the Rebbe placing the crown
on the new Sefer Torah. "Just what we need
for the final article in the book [which was
about Shavuos]", said Mr Rader. So the pho-

"Won't
people say
there s too
ruch
Rebbe?"

tograph was hurriedly trimmed to size and
scotch taped onto the final page.

When he entered the Rebbe's room,
BenZion Rader handed the book to the
Rebbe and, apologising for the delay in its
completion, said "we were waiting for the
final photograph which was not available
until a few minutes ago." The Rebbe
immediately turned to the final page
and saw the newly affixed photo-
graph. Smiling, the Rebbe said "I
know there is a photograph of me at
the beginning of the book and I
assume there are some of me in the
middle of the book, now there is one
of me at the end of the book Won't
people say ‘there is too mmch Rebbe?”
BenZion Rader replied "I thought the
Rebbe was the beginning, the middle and
the end of Chabad!"

The Rebbe suddenly became serious and
replied "Not the beginning! Chabad is over
200 years old and I am only 68."

The original picture that was given to the Rebbe Shlit"a
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the making of

the 2nd challenge

In July 5730 (1970) when Challenge had been printed and
widely distributed, BenZion Rader asked the Rebbe in
yechidus whether there was another project in which his wife
and he could be privileged to participate.

The Rebbe asked whether a copy of
"Challenge” had been sent to Mr Zalman
Shazar, President of Israel. On being told
that this was obviously an oversight, the
Rebbe said "It's not too late! President

his acute sense of detail, said that a book
such as this should have two silk book-
marks. He then added "and when you are
in Eretz Yisroel, Mrs Rader and you will
find the next project that I would like you

Shazar's birthday is on to undertake!"

and he celebrates it ar : . Accordingly, when bacle
the Toemach Toedek  President Shazaris a  in England, prepara-
Shul in Jerusalem. I Nasi B Yisvoel tions were made to

suggest that Mrs Rader
and yourself, accompa-
nied by Rabbi Sudak,
the Rebbe's principal
shaliach in the UK.,
should attend the cele-
bration and present a specially bound and
inscribed copy of the book to him." The
Rebbe then said  "remember that
President Shazar is a Nasi B"isroel and
the book and presentation should accord
with that." Interestingly, the Rebbe, with

and the book and
presentation should acord
- quth that "

accord with the Rebbe's
suggestions. First a visit
to the Royal boole
binders to choose a
suitable binding. The
finest leather was cho-
sen, beautifully tooled in gold with sill

interfacing,

And, in order that the Rebbe should see
the final product, an identical copy was
ordered which when completed was sent
to the Rebbetzen Chaya Mushka.

e P Yt el
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the beguining of
the "next project"

On Rosh Chodesh Kislev; President Shazar davenned at the
Tgemach Tzedek Shul and, following the davenning, participated
in a farbrengen at which the book was presented to him.
Accepting it, President Shazar, who had been told by the local
Chassidim that the book had been especially bound by the
Queen of England's bookbinders, was very moved and remarked
to BenZion Rader that this was "truly a hiddur mitzvah.”

The following  Sunday
President Shazar invited Rabbi ¢
Sudak and Mr and Mrs Rader |
1o his official residence for a
lechaim. He told them that he
had read the book and was very
impressed but he had one
major criticism: "The book §
contains only one chapter on |
Chabad in Eretz Yisroel
Chabad's work here deserves a
book on it's own." The
President then proceeded to
mention many of the luminar-
ies of Chabad he had encoun-
tered in the Land.

When they returned to their hotel, BenZion
Rader; who had been requested to regularly
report to the Rebbe the derails of their two-
week visit, telephoned Rabbi Hodakow to
tell him of what had transpired on their visit
to the President and asked whether a second
boolk on Chabad in Eretz Yisroel was to be

President Shazar saying Lchaim with Benzion Rader

their next project. There was a short pause
until he heard the voice of the Rebbe, who
obviously was on the line, say "Yoh" and
Rabbi Hodakow repeated "Yes!" So
"Challenge - An Encounter with Chabad in
Eretz Yisroel" was commenced.
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RABE! MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON MRTTRIW 7100 Imn
Luvervitch TEMRIY

T
~ t::i - igriee pipEew TI0
HYacnth 32250 R et
By the Gracs of G-d
Erev Chanukah, 5731

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr. & Mrs. Benzion

& Hinda Rader
24, Holcombe Ad.
Ilford, Essex
England

Greeting and Blessing:
I duly received your letterjwith the enclosured

Though I have not yet had an opportunity to study the
detailed report with the attention it deserves, because of
the intervening matters connected with Yud-Tes Kislev and
Chanuksh - even a glance at it makes me want to express to
you my appreciation, as well as the prayerful wish that there
should be a fruitful continuity resulting from your visit in
Eretz Yisroel, for the benefit of “yourselves and all yours,
and all concerned. The eannsdl!, T

MNeedless to say, of particular interest is the remark
by President Shazar that the activities of Chabad Lubavitch
in Eretz Yisroel are all too brisfly described in the
CEglenge. Moreover, since its zppearancs many more accom-
plishments have been added to be reported on.

On the other hand, the suggestion, which seems %o be in-
dicated Ffrom your writing, about publishing a special volume
on Chabad in the Holy Land, though undoubtedly a very desir-
able thing, does not lend itself to be implemented in a short
time. 1In order that it should be as it should, would reguire
considersble time. And the lack of it would be felt in the
meantime, Furthermore, and this is alse an essential point,
in making a presentation of the-Challenge to someone, it would
bs difficult te add a separate voluma.

In the light of the above, it is well to think of a
special volume for the long run, but in the meantime, it
would be mors practical %o prepare a special complementary
chapter, dealing with Chabad in Ersiz Yisroel, in the form of
a Supplement. The fact that it would be only a Supplemant

. would also explain why ' it is not more complete and all-sm-
bracing. The important thing is that such a supplementary
chapter could be prepared in a matier of wesks.

To ensure the implementation of the above, and to ensure ,
also that it is being properly taken cars of, I would squsstiq LR
that you take this task upon yourselves. Our coworkers in
Eretz Yisreel will of course give you the utmost coopsration.

I amenafident, knowing of ths anergy and dedicatiocn which yaou
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fir. L drs. Eenzion & Hinda Tader

invested in the Challsnge, that veu could truly caizy out

this task in a mattar +2aks, The Supplament would have

an exnlanatory introduction fto the effect that sinecs the pub-
lication of the Challenge, the Chabad activities in Eretz
Yisroel! have reached new heichts and therefore call for a
special supplementary chapter. The Supplement would, ef
course, be in' the same format as the Challenge, and could

have a soft cover. Thus, svery time the Challenge is presentad,
the Supplement would bs attached to the main volume.

A further point, inasmuch as this would be in the nature
of a supplement, it would be possible to put the emphasis on
the pictorial aspects of it.

I believe you mentioned in a telephone conversation that
President Shazar said he would write a spescial message for
this additional chapter. I trust that he will agree to give
his message to this Supplement, which will undoubtedly extand
over scoras of pages.

Finally, there would be a further gain in publishing the
said Supplement, in that it could servs as a medel and patiezn
for the other countries whzre Chabad Lubavitch activities are
carried on extensively, such as France, Australia, etc., each
to produce its own Supplemant dealing with the particular
country, which could be used as an addendum to the Challsngs.
This would then well serve as a substitute for a separats
volume, and save money, and, especially, time.

Needless to say, I am in complete agreement with you on
the nead of having a good public relations office for Chabad
in Erstz Yisroel, as in other countries, You are also Tight
that the main dlff;tultv is not financial, but rather the
shortage of manpower., For, as in all the various institutions
and activities of Chabad, anyone who could be recruitad, has
zlrsady been burdened with more than a normal load of
responsibilities.

Now that we are about to celebrats the festival of Chanu-
kah, which is celebrated by kindling the Chanukah lights in
growing numbers from day to day, each and every one of us is
again reminded of the need to halp sprsad the light of the
Torah and Mitzvoth both in the home as well as ocutside, and
ta do so in a steadily growing measur Our Sages have as-
sured us that "Hothing stands in the way ef the will.”

With all good wishes for a bright and inspiring Chanukah,

“With blessing
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Design of the cover

- £E

Just before Challenge - An Encounter with Chabad in
Eretz Yisroel was completed, Mr & Mrs Rader asked
Rabbi Leibel Groner to enquire of the Rebbe whether it
was alright to show a map of Eretz Yisroel on the loose
jacket and, if so, should it include the Sinai Desert and
other places which at that time were in dispute.

Rabbi Groner later
informed them by
telephone that the
Rebbe had said that
they should show
only an outline of
the coast of Eretz
Yisroel and mark
only five locations:
Jerusalem, Hebron,
Safed, Kfar Chabad
and Nachlas Har
Chabad. The jacket
should also have
photographs of the
Frierdiker Rebbe, the
Rebbe Rashab and
the Rebbe arranged
in the form of a
segel. The Rebbe's
photograph should
be in the place of the
lower dot of the
segel as "the lower
dot binds the other
two dots together."
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